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PRO & CON 


Is the NFC superior to the AFC? 


THE SUPER BOWL LONG HAS BEEN THE MOST-WATCHED SINGLE EVENT IN AMERICAN 
professional sports, but some of the luster has been lost from the big game—or “big blowout,” as we might more accurately 
call it. The NFC has won the last 10 Super Bowls by a combined score of 379-155; the AFC’s Buffalo Bills 
alone have lost the last four, the last three badly. Granted, the NFC dropped eight of 10 Super Bowls 
in the ’70s, during the era of the powerhouse Miami Dolphins and Pittsburgh Steelers teams, 
but only two of those games could be called routs. So after eight Super Bowl humiliations 
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White: Is the NFC superior? 
Count ‘em: 10 Super Bowls in 
a row. That speaks for itself, 
because it all boils down to 
championships. 

The NFC, and the NFC East 
in particular, has dominated 
when it comes to winning 
championships, and that’s 
what you have to base any talk 
about superiority upon. Sim- 
ply put, the best teams in the 
league have all come out of 
the NFC over the past 10 
years—there’s no other way to 
explain it. You've got individu- 
ally great players in the AFC, 
but the NFC has proved to be 
much stronger than the AFC 
when it matters. 

Kelly: The AFC is not inferior 
by any means. It’s very easy 
for people to criticize and 
make generalizations when 
we're down, but the AFC has 
as many talented players as 
the NFC does. Whether you 
can get those talented AFC 
players to all show up on the 
same day in late January and 
play their best football as a 
team is another story, but 
eventually the tables will turn. 
Before the NFC won 10 ina 
row, the AFC had its streaks, 
too. 

White: The teams that win 
championships have super- 
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during a decade of disaster for the AFC, we’re forced to ask the question: 


Is the NFC truly a better conference? 


Reggie White of the Green Bay Packers, an eight-time All-Pro defensive 
end, believes the quality of play in the NFC ts superior to that in the AFC. 
Buffalo Bills quarterback and four-time Pro Bowler Jim Kelly contends that 
it’s just a matter of time before the pendulum swings back to his conference. 


They spoke with associate editor MARK MANDRAKE. 


stars at many different posi- 
tions who come through when 
they need to come through. 
The AFC had them back in 
the ’70s, when it was good, 
and it was a better conference 
back then. Now the NFC has 
the majority of superstars on 
its side. 

Jim’s been in the league a 
long time. He's a professional, 
and obviously he’s not looking 
at the Quarterback Class of 
’83 [which included Kelly, 
John Elway, Tony Eason, and 
Dan Marino, the losing quar- 
terbacks in nine of the last 10 
Super Bowls] as cursed or 
something. I don’t believe the 
AFC is jinxed. The bottom line 
is that the NFC teams these 
AFC teams have been playing 
against just were better pre- 
pared. 

Kelly: All the talk about me 
not winning the big one, or the 
Bills not doing it, or the Class 
of 83 quarterbacks being 
cursed, or the AFC not being 
good enough, amounts to 
exactly that: talk. We've been 
listening to the cynics go after 
us for three straight seasons 
after the 1990 loss to the 
Giants, and we've rebounded 
each year and won another 
AFC title. 

White: A big part of the AFC’s 


negative trend is that Buffalo 
has gone four straight times 
to the Super Bowl and lost; 
the Bills consistently have 
been the most dominant team 
in the AFC in the 90s, and 
they always wind up the sec- 
ond-best team in the NFL. 
With that in mind, I don't 
know how you could argue the 
NFC is not superior. 

Kelly: There probably is no 
way people are going to 
believe there is a parity 
between the conferences until 
the AFC actually goes out and 
wins a few Super Bowls in a 
row, but in regular-season 
matchups the Bills and other 
AFC teams regularly beat 
NFC teams that look better on 
paper. And if you look at other 
sports—the NBA or base- 
ball—you'll see that these 
championship streaks happen 
in both directions. Nobody 
calls one division in a sport a 
complete failure just because 
there is a dynasty in another 
division. 

White: The reason the differ- 
ences between the two confer- 
ences are starting to show up 
is that NFC defensive lines— 


and, for that matter, NFC 


offensive lines—have gotten 
stronger in recent years. 
That’s where the game is won: 


INSIDE SPORTS 


on the defensive and offensive 
lines. Dallas has a lot of beef 
up front; Washington used to 
have a lot of beef up front. 
When Washington played 
Denver in Super Bow] XXII, 
for instance, the Redskins 
linemen were so much bigger 
than Denver's that there was 
no way the Broncos could 
compete. The ’88 Bengals 
were an exception; they had a 
really big front when they 
played San Francisco in the 
Super Bowl. I thought they 
were going to win it all, but 
Joe Montana and Jerry Rice 
always are full of surprises. 
Kelly: The style of play in the 
AFC isn't much different from 
in the NFC. People point to 
the run-heavy, defense-orient- 
ed game of the NFC East as 
the key to the championship. 
Well, you can’t argue with suc- 
cess, but there are teams in 
the AFC that play that way. 
And Houston's run-and-shoot 
and our no-huddle offense are 
no more wide open than San 
Francisco's game was during 
its championship years. The 
best AFC teams play well on 
both sides of the ball, not just 
on offense or on defense. The 
NFC teams have had the 
upper hand for a while, but the 
trend can turn just as fast. = 
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Football 
for the 
Lasses 


WHAT DOES THE WIFE OF AN 
NFL coach do while her husband is 
busy running his team? Jan 
Wannstedt, wife of Chicago Bears 
coach Dave Wannstedt, does a little 
coaching of her own. 


Dave's mission is obvious: Win 


football games. Jan's mission? Win 
over potential football fans—more 
specifically, potential female fans 
who may have little feel for the 
sport. She regularly stages one- 
night clinics for women that pro- 
vide a crash course in how football 
is played. 


Of Logos 
and Lucre 


WHEN THE EXPANSION NEW 
York Mets were creating a uni- 
form in the early 60s, they chose 
orange and blue as their colors to 
honor the memory of the city’s 
two recently departed baseball 
teams, the New York Giants and 
Brooklyn Dodgers. It was a great 
idea at the time, but if the Mets 
were fledglings in search of a 
color scheme today, that idea 
probably would be laughed out of 
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THE INSIDER 


The couple were married in 
1973, soon after Dave played his 
final game as an offensive tackle 
at the University of Pittsburgh. 
He has coached football since 
1975, so the game inevitably has 
been a major element in Jan’s life, 
“Dave and I have been together 
since high school [at Baldwin 
High in Pittsburgh],” Jan says. 
“Football always has been part of 
our lives. I've never 
known anything else. 
I've learned to appre- 
ciate the game more 
as I've become older.” 

Many people at- 
tend Wannstedt’s 
seminars to find out 
what the football fuss 
is all about. “Most 
women come out of 
curiosity,” Jan says. 
“The majority of the 
women have said 
they come because 
they know nothing about football, 
and they want to see why their 


| their corporate board room. 


“Years ago, sports teams 
designed uniforms using narrow 
criteria,” says Tom Mayen- 
knecht, director of communica- 
tions for the Toronto Raptors. 
The Raptors, along with the 
Vancouver Grizzlies, will begin 
play in the NBA in 1995, “The 
colors were ones the owner liked 
or ones that had local symbol- 
ism. That changed in the mid- 
‘80s, with a merchandising 


boom. Now it’s mainstream | 


demand that dictates the colors. 
Team merchandise has emerged 
as a part of pop fashion.” 

As a result, selecting colors 
for a new pro franchise has 
become a science requiring the 
Input not just of designers and 

fashion consultants, but of 

market researchers, appar- 

el manufacturers, and 

! focus groups. The right 

decision can mean a wind- 

fall. Consider: Worldwide 

sales of NBA merchandise 

climbed from a total of $115 

million during the "84-85 season 
to $2.8 billion for ’92-93. 

The Raptors spent $750,000 in 
their search for colors they hope 


> 


husbands enjoy it 
so much, 

“I started the 
clinics because 
football is the one 
sport most women 
never have played. 
If 1 can teach them 
some little things 
about the game, 
they'll have a bet- 


ter understanding of what they're 
watching.” 


will be big sellers. The team 
relied heavily on focus groups 

in Canada and the United 

states, and on advice from 
licensees such as Starter 
and Raven's Knit. The 
Grizzlies surveyed various 
consultants and researched 
which colors have been 


most popular with tourists GG 
=< 


who visit Vancouver and —& 
purchase souvenirs of the N& 
city and its attractions. 

“We were looking to transcend 
the sports industry,” says Larry 


Donen, managing director of | 


Winning Spirit, the merchandis- 
ing division of the Grizzlies. 
“Fashionable colors tend to come 
and go. We wanted something 
that will be long-lasting—and 
look good on television.” 

The Grizzlies settled on a 
combination of turquoise, 
bronze, red, black, and white. 


The Raptors will be trimmed in | 


red, purple, silver, and black. 
Each team’s uniform has ele- 
ments of proven success in 
them. Turquoise, or teal, has 
been a mall-to-mall sales hit for 
the San Jose Sharks, Florida 
Marlins, and Charlotte Hornets. 


INSIDE SPORTS 


Wannstedt [left] introduces 
football—literally—to female 
fans, who also get some up- 
close instruction from players. 


Jan began the clinics in 1989 in 
Dallas, where Dave was defensive 
coordinator of the Cowboys, and 
she continued them in Chicago 
when he was named coach of the 
Bears in "93. Proceeds of the sem- 
Inars, audiences for which have 
numbered up to 600, go to charity. 
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And in recent years, the Chicago 
White Sox and the Los Angeles 
Kings realized that a switch to 
silver and black on the uniform 
meant more green in the cash 
register. 

says Mayenknecht, “To a 
large extent, the environment 
shapes how a team will dress 
today, especially an expansion 
team.” 

It makes you wonder: Had 
Pittsburgh's NFL franchise and 
Chicago’s NHL team been con- 
ceived nowadays, might we be 
cheering for the Pittsburgh 
Tealers and the Chicago Silver 
and Blackhawks?—Jeff Ryan 


lz You Never IHOUGHT 
Or Your Cuitp As [He Miuitary lype, 


THINK AGAIN. 


Now is the perfect time 
to think about what the 
military has to offer. 

Although the 
military is getting @ 
Smaller, the 
Armed Forces 


Today's military is one of 
the most sophisticated and 
technologically advanced 
— organizations in 
1 the world. 

As in the past, the 
opportunities and 
rewards for joining 


still need to Nx" 
recruit almost e | the military will 
400,000 young “Waa | WA continue 
men and women ; | So, if you know a 
smart, ambitious high 
school graduate who's 
determined to make the 


for Active and Reserve 
positions each year. 
Education, training, 
and job experience are 
important parts of the plan 
to restructure today’s 
Armed Forces. They are 
also exactly what tomorrow’s 
employers will be seeking. 


most of the future, maybe 
he or she is the military 
type after all. 


US Armep Forces 


ARMY ¥& NAVY %& AIR FORCE ¥& 
MARINES %& COAST GUARD ¥ 


The clinics cover every aspect 
of the game, from blitzes to audi- 
bles. Before delving into the tech- 
nical stuff, however, she starts at 
square one. Wannstedt kicked off 
a recent clinic by holding a foot- 
ball in front of the crowd and ask- 
ing: “How many of you know what 
this is? It's not a purse, although | 
think we could do something with 
it.” 

Jokes aside, Wannstedt takes 
her task seriously. She prepares 


for her classes by watching (what : 


else?) Bears games, combing 
through books, and consulting 
(whom else?) her 
“Dave's my best teacher, of 


course,” Jan says. “I've also called | 


officials to get information. I've 
checked out books at libraries. I'll 
take notes when I'm watching 
football games.” 


husband. | 
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Ryun Pushes a 
Sound Barrier 


WHEN HE WAS THE WORLD'S 
fastest miler, Jim Ryun couldn't 
hear the footsteps behind him. 
And though he raced in front of 
tens of thousands of spectators in 
Olympic stadiums in Tokyo, 
Mexico City, and Munich, he 
sensed only a muted roar. Now 
Ryun, who was born with a 50% 
hearing deficit, hopes he can be 
an example and inspiration to 
hearing-impaired children. 

As chairman and spokesper- 
son for the Council for Better 
Speech and Hearing Month, 
Ryun has been touring the coun- 
try under the sponsorship of the 
ReSound hearing aid company, 
encouraging youngsters with 


hearing problems to look beyond | 


their disability, and raising 


awareness of new technologies | 


that offer promise for the hear- 
ing-impaired., 

“For me this is an opportunity 
to work with young children 
especially, and hopefully give 
them some encouragement and 
inspiration,” says the 47-year-old 
Ryun, who lives in Lawrence, 
Kan. “I want to give them an 
opportunity to see that there is a 
brighter day coming.” 

Ryun’s example is a strong 


THE INSIDER 


Aided by projectors, drawing | 


boards, and several Bears players, 
Wannstedt dispenses an abun- 
dance of information that novices 
and seasoned fans alike can find 
useful. Heck, even the players 
learn a thing or two, “The funny 
thing is, she knows more about 
football than I do,” says Bears 
defensive tackle Chris Zorich, a 
regular participant in Wannstedt’s 
clinics. “Having the opportunity to 
bring more people into football is 
a great thing.” 

The seminars, delivered to 
highly partisan crowds, also serve 
a personal purpose for Wannstedt. 
She mixes in subtle tips aimed at 
helping her husband's team fully 
exploit its home-field advantage at 
Soldier Field. While explaining 
the function of a huddle, for 
instance, she tells her students, 


one. He was the first person to 
run the mile in less than four 
minutes as a high school stu- 
dent, first doing so in 1964 as a 
junior from Wichita East High 
School. Later that year, at age 17, 
Ryun competed in Tokyo in his 
first Olympics. In 1965 he ran 
the mile in 3:58.3 in a high 
school meet—now the oldest 
existing record in high school 


track and field. In 1967 Ryun set | 


a world record in the mile of 
oiol.1, a mark that stood for nine 
years. He also held world 
records in the 1500 meters and 
880 yards during the late 1960s. 

Though one of the dominant 
middle-distance runners of his 
time, Ryun never won an Olym- 
pic gold medal. Hampered by a 
cold in Tokyo ’64, he failed to 
qualify for the final. In the high 
altitude of Mexico City in 1968 
Ryun finished second to Kenya's 
Kip Keino in the 1500; Keino had 
the advantage of training in the 
mountains of his native land. 

But many people best remem- 
ber Ryun for his tumble off the 
track at the Munich Games in 
1972—a fall that cost him his 
final shot at Olympic gold. Ryun 
was the favorite in Munich, but 
during a semifinals heat a sim- 
ple brush by another runner 
caused Ryun to lose his balance 
and fall backward onto the track 
with Billy Fordjour of Ghana. 

“The loss of hearing greatly 
affected my equilibrium,” Ryun 
says. “Other runners who have a 


“You want to be quiet when the 
offense has the ball so they can 
get the plays into the huddle.” 
Who knows? Someday, maybe 
one of those plays will have been 
drawn up by the coach’s wife. 
—William Wagner 


The NHL’s 
Slow but 
Steady Thaw 


IN JANUARY 1958 AN NHL 
rookie named Willie O’Ree made 
sports history. When O’Ree played 
right wing for the Boston Bruins, 
he became the first black to appear 


normal sense of 
balance wouldn't 
be so easily tipped 
over. I'm kind of 
like being on stilts. 
“It's not the first 
time that I had 
been bumped in a 
race and fallen or 
stumbled, but it 
was certainly the 
most significant 
one because it hap- 
pened to be the 
Olympic Games.” 
For Ryun, how- 
ever, the prospect 
of a one-on-one 
interview with Jim 
McKay or Howard 
Cosell was far 
more frightening 
than a fall. His 
hearing problem 
often prevented 
him from under- 
standing report- 
ers—and caused 
him to fear that if 
he misunderstood a question, his 
answer might sound foolish. 
“The question you think you 
hear isn’t necessarily the one 
that was actually asked because 
you misunderstand due to the 
hearing loss,” Ryun = says. 
Nowadays he finds those experi- 
ences are the most useful in 
encouraging deaf and hearing- 
impaired students to excel in 
school, “I can identify with 


them—their sense of not want- | 
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in an NHL game. O’Ree was sent to 
the minors after one more appear- 
ance, but he played in 45 games 
and scored four goals for the 
Bruins in the 1960-61 season before 
returning again to the minors, 
where he spent the remainder of 
his career. 

Thirteen years went by before 
another black player made it to 
the NHL. The United States hails 
Jackie Robinson and Larry Doby 
as sports pioneers, but until 
recently O’Ree was an obscure 
footnote, a trivia answer, 

However, his name is resurfac- 
ing in hockey circles lately, a new- 
found fame corresponding to the 
dramatic rise—a tenfold increase, 
in fact—in the number of minority 
players in the NHL in the ‘90s. 
Between O’Ree’s last game in '61 
and the start of the 1989-90 sea- 


The great miler works to inspire kids who, 
like him, are hearing-impaired. 


ing to be embarrassed in the 
classroom.” 

While Ryun may never forget 
the disappointment he felt lying 
on that track in Munich with his 
dreams of gold fading away, he 
receives more valuable rewards 
every day in his work with chil- 
dren. “It’s exciting to see how 
just a few moments spent with 
them can have real impact and 
give them some hope,” he says. 

—Kent A. Schacht 


son, just 17 minority players saw 
ice time in the NHL; in contrast, 
nearly every NHL team has 
fielded at least one minority play- 
er since the beginning of the 
1990-91 season. 

some minority players—includ- 
ing Dirk Graham of the Chicago 
Blackhawks, Graeme Townshend 
of the Ottawa Senators, and Dale 
Craigwell of the San Jose 
Sharks—prefer to downplay their 


ethnic backgrounds. “I’m just a | 


hockey player,” Townshend once 
said. “I'm a human being playing 
this sport. The fact that I'm 
black—it doesn't make any differ- 
ence what color you are.” Other 
minority players welcome the 
focus on their heritage. Jim Paek 
of the Ottawa Senators, the first 
Korean-born NHL player, proudly 
allows his jersey to be displayed 
in the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Many NHLers think minority 
players are rare because few ever 
get started in the game. “When 
you talk about a black hockey 
player becoming successful, a big 
stumbling block is that it’s a very 
expensive sport,” says Tony 
McKegney, who scored 200-plus 
goals for seven teams from 1978 
to "91. “It isn’t like basketball, 
where you can pick up a ball and 
just go play. You're looking at $250 
to $300 in equipment that has to 
be upgraded every three years or 
so—not to mention the fact that 
most hockey rinks are located in 
suburbia, which is predominantly 
white.” 


Another hurdle, frankly, is big- | 


otry. In 1987 Eldon Reddick, then 
a goaltender for the Winnipeg 
Jets, was delayed from entering 
Madison Square Garden for a 
game against the New York 
Rangers when security refused to 
believe a 56’, 160-pound black 
man could be a professional hock- 
ey player. In 1989 then-NHL presi- 
dent John Ziegler disciplined the 
Rangers Kris King for yelling 


racial epithets at Townshend, who | 
was skating for the Bruins. In | 
1992 the admissions board of a | 
Buffalo-area country club refused | 


membership to a black man 
named Grant Fuhr, then reversed 
its position upon discovering Fuhr 
was an NHL goalie who probably 
be in the Hall of Fame someday. 
O’Ree, who played before the 
civil rights revolution of the 
1960s, endured indignities almost 
daily. “They'd test me by saying, 
"You don't belong here, nigger, ” 


Saving Face, 
With Pizzazz 


A HOCKEY GOALTENDER’S 
mask is his calling card, a 
reflection of his personality. 


Given that, it’s not surprising that | 


only a handful of craftsmen have 


the talent and know-how to satis- | 
fy today’s finicky NHL goalies. Of | 


those, one stands out. 
Greg Harrison of Brampton, 


Ontario, outside of Toronto, cre- | 


ates masks of multilayered fiber | 


glass from scratch for clients | 


such as Felix Potvin of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Mike 
Vernon of the Detroit Red 
Wings, Ed (the Eagle) Belfour 
of the Chicago Blackhawks, Bill 


Ranford of the Edmonton Oilers, 
Kirk McLean of the Vancouver 
Canucks, and Mike Richter of 
the New York Rangers. 

The painstaking process of 


Eddie the Eagle's headgear 
offers beak protection. 


O'Ree once said. “I learned to let 
it go in one ear and out the other.” 

The problems weren't only 
from whites. John Saunders, who 
was a bruising defenseman in col- 
lege with Michigan and Western 
Michigan before moving on to the 
safer occupation of sports broad- 
caster, experienced the Catch-22 
of being black and a hockey play- 
er. “As an 18-year-old kid trying to 
do his best at college hockey, nat- 
urally I just wanted to fit in with 
the team, hang out with the other 
players,” Saunders says. “But race 
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building a mask takes from 45 
to 60 hours, and the final prod- 
uct can cost a goalie as much as 
$1,500. “I'm a picky bugger,” 
says Harrison, who has built 
goalie masks for 25 years, “It 
has to be done right, or I won't 
take the job. I usually don’t get 
them done as quickly as [the 
goalies] want, but that’s the way 
it goes. 

“I don’t profess to be the best 
airbrush artist in the world, but 
In my opinion anyone can take 
an airbrush and go nuts. You 


| have to consider how the mask 


will look on television and how it 
looks at various angles, or it’s 
not worth anything.” 

Michel Lefebvre, a mask pro- 
ducer from Montreal who sup- 
plies goalies Stephane Fiset of 
the Quebec Nordiques and 
Dominic Roussel of the Phila- 
delphia Flyers, praises his fel- 
low artist. “Greg is one of the 
best in the league as far as con- 
cept and design,” Lefebvre says. 
“He's very artistic.” 

Three Hall-of-Famers are cen- 
tral to the history of mask use 
in the NHL. Clint Benedict, who 
played 13 NHL seasons and ap- 
peared in 48 postseason games, 
donned the first goalie mask to 
protect a broken nose while toil- 
ing for the Montreal Maroons in 
the 1920s. 

Three-time First Team All- 
Star Jacques (Jake the Snake) 
Plante was the first goaltender 
to wear a mask regularly. 
Plante, who won six Vezina tro- 
phies as the league’s best 
goalie, began wearing his mask 
in 1959 with the Montreal 
Canadiens after he, too, suffered 
a broken nose. 

The first “novelty” mask may 
have been that of longtime Bos- 


relations in the 1970s weren't all 
that good, and I went through a 
period of being ostracized by both 
races. All the white athletes could 
see was this black Canadian kid 
intruding, and the black athletes 
wanted to know why I was hang- 
ing around with white guys in a 
white sport.” 

Although hockey has no formal 
recruiting program that focuses 
on minorities, an increasing num- 
ber of young players of diverse 
racial backgrounds have been 
popping up in amateur leagues 


Harrison is the man behind 
many an NHL mask. 


ton Bruins netminder Gerry 
Cheevers. In the "70s he gained 
note by taking a marker to his 
mask and drawing suture marks 
where he had been hit by pucks. 

These days intricate mask 
designs are setting new stan- 
dards in craftsmanship each 
season. Harrison likes best the 
one he did for Mark Fitzpatrick 
of the Florida Panthers. “I did a 
tuft of fur on the breast of the 
panther, and there are claws to 
each side,” he notes. 

Other favorites are those he 
has done for Belfour and for 
another Blackhawks netminder, 
Darren Pang, now retired. 
“Panger’s may have been the 
nicest one I've ever done,” 


| Harrison says. “He had an 


Indian headdress, like a war 
bonnet. With Belfour, I like the 
claws of the eagle on the bottom 
of the mask.” 

Asked what sharp creations 
were on the way, an eager 
Harrison had to bite his tongue. 
The last thing he wants to do is 
give away upcoming surprises. 

—Matt Nilles 


and at NHL training camps in 
recent years. Hockey insiders 
believe that as more minorities 
try out, more inevitably will make 
NHL rosters. 

“The main reason there haven't 
been more blacks in pro hockey 
until now is that not many played 
at the amateur level,” Saunders 
says. “Will you ever reach a situa- 
tion like football or basketball? | 
don’t think so. But you definitely 
will see more minorities in the 


| future of the NHL.” 


—Mark Mandrake 
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The Sporting 
Alternative 


A STUDY AMONG 
Virginia high school 
students showed that 
more than one of every 
four teenagers had car- 
ried a gun, knife, or 
club to school at least 
once during the previ- 
ous month. More than 
a quarter of the state’s 
high school students regularly engage in seri- 
ous drinking. And 26% of Virginia’s 
teenagers said they seriously considered sut- 
cide during the past year. 

Why is life for America’s teenagers and 
pre-teens so troubled, so desperate, so dan- 
gerous? This nation has a crisis on its 
hands, one that rapidly is worsening. When 
I've made that comment previously, some 
have called me an alarmist. They say that 
today’s young people are not all that differ- 
ent from kids of previous generations, who 
were known to sneak a cigarette or a can of 
beer every now and then. 

What’s happening today is different. 
Were not talking about a little harmless 
youthful rebellion. As the streets become 
meaner than they've ever been, many of 


today’s teens and pre-teens walk a fine line | 


between life and death. Hard as it is to 


understand the causes of the developing | 
domestic crisis, it's even tougher to come — 


up with solutions, What do we do to make 
certain that our kids don’t die or go to 
prison before they have a chance to live? I 
believe an answer can be found in sports. 

In a recent survey conducted by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
New York City Department of Health, more 
than one of every three New York City high 
school students said they feel physically threat- 
ened during the school year. Almost half of 
the citys high school students said they believe 
having a weapon at their side during school 
hours serves as an effective deterrent to vio- 
lence. 

I don’t understand why we aren't talking 
more and doing more about using sports as 
part of the solution to the problems of 
youth violence and substance abuse. At a 
tine when we need to give kids more pro- 
ductive outlets for their energies, some of 
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By STEDMAN GRAHAM 


our educational systems and political lead- 
ers want to shut down those options. 

To save money, many school systems 
around the country have begun to elimi- 
nate physical education classes and trim 
back after-school sports programs. During 
congressional debate over a national crime 
bill earlier this year, politician after politi- 
cian derided programs such as midnight 
basketball leagues. Though the bill passed, 
it is by no means certain that any money 
will be provided to help keep such pro- 
grams operating. 

There's an inconsistency in our society 
that is hard‘to swallow. We want kids to 
spend their time constructively, but we 
don't seem to want to spend the money to 
provide any alternatives. In America today, 
health and fitness is a billion-dollar indus- 
try. We spend unimaginable sums of 
money on diets, exercise machines, and 
health club memberships. Corporate 
America is making a major effort to 
keep employees healthier in order 
to reduce absenteeism and 
increase productivity. We have 
made health a major national prior- 
ity—except where our kids are 
concerned, We adults work hard to 
reduce our waistlines, but we also 
are reducing the opportunities 
young people have to pursue 
health and fitness rather than 
crime and delinquency. 

During a recent school year, 700 
weapons were found in and around 
Philadelphia’s public schools. School 
and civic officials have purchased 
metal detectors and increased the 
police presence in the schools. 

Is sports a real alternative? | 
think it is. Studies have shown that 
many young men join gangs in 
search of the solid social structure 
otherwise lacking in their lives. 
The gang has a definite hierarchy, 
with established leaders, rules, and 
responsibilities. The problem is that a gang 
life usually leads to a long prison sentence 
or an early grave. Sports offers an alterna- 
tive structural foundation—one that also 
emphasizes leadership, being part of a 
team, cohesiveness, and competitiveness, 
but toward constructive ends. 

Cleveland police have formed a Youth 
Gang Unit to quell violence and disruptions 
in schools. Cleveland police officials say the 
average gang member ts 13 years old. 


A epee deiinie can be a : Klad of Fema but one 
that deals in bats and baskets, not bullets. 


There is an old African saying that it 
takes an entire village to raise a child. 
Today in America, our villages are troubled 
places. We must reassert our concern for 
children and our desire to point them in 
the right direction. It is clear that instead 
of eliminating school sports programs and 
phys-ed classes, we should be finding 
resources to involve more kids in these 
productive endeavors. Instead of belittling 
midnight basketball programs, we should 
be thinking of more ways to get kids off 
the streets and onto the courts and fields 
where they can expend their energies 
while doing no harm. 

We must move to hold our schools, civic 
and business organizations, and communi- 
ty recreation programs accountable for 
developing healthy alternatives to the 
streets for our children. Organizing sport- 
ing activities is an answer. The facilities 
are available, but paid professional staff 


and motivated volunteers are needed to 
reinforce qualities such as teamwork, disci- 
pline, and fairness. 

We need to marshal all our resources to 
address a growing national crisis. Sports is 
one of those resources. m 


STEDMAN GRAHAM is co-author of “The 
Ultimate Guide to Sport and Event Manage- 
ment and Marketing.” His commentary on 
sports issues appears regularly. 
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A Little West of 
the Big East 


THE GOOD NEWS 
first: He's closer to the 
Nike company store. 
Those trademark 
shirtsleeve sweaters 
they make in nearby 
Beaverton, Ore., with 
the swoosh over the 
heart will be as plenti- 
ful as the Portland 
rain. The bad news: He's a five-hour flight 
from Il Mulino, the Italian eatery in 
Manhattan that has lost its best customer. 

PJ. Carlesimo has moved his sweaters 
and his in-your-face coaching style to the 
Great Northwest. In becoming the new 
coach of the Portland Trail Blazers, 
Carlesimo left behind Seton Hall, the Big 
East, and 23 years of college hoops. He 
brought with him a knack for rebuilding, 
an impressive knowledge of basketball, 
and an intense passion for the city game. 

But now the city has changed, and so 
have the players, and the media, and the 
restaurants, and the amount of time off 
between games. This classroom is a little 
different. 

PJ. is encountering the difference 
between the two levels. “People who don't 
think Pat Riley or Rudy Tomjanovich or 
Chuck Daly or Phil Jackson are teaching— 
well, that’s crazy,” Carlesimo says. “Just 
because we're in this league doesn’t mean 
you don't relate to players or give them 
plays or get in their way every once in a 
while. The better players will listen to any- 
thing that will help them play better.” 

Over the summer Carlesimo prepared 
for his new assignment the way a lot of 
people in this business prepare: He played 
golf. And while walking the links with 
Chuck Daly, Billy Cunningham, and former 
Seton Hall coach Bill Raftery, he got an 
earful of advice on the pro scene. “They 
told me you're not going to believe how 
tired you are going to get,” Carlesimo says. 
“You're not going to believe how long the 
year is, how long every game is, how long 
this whole thing lasts. And they’re telling 
me, ‘PJ., with all this energy you have, it’s 
just going to wear you out? ” 

PJ. has upped his exercise routine and is 
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By PAT O’BRIEN 


trying to adjust to a long schedule. “I sup- 
pose the No. 1 difference is getting used to 
playing the games without having two or 
three days to prepare each time,” he says. 
“The biggest advantage in college is you 
play a game, and you normally have two or 
three days to get ready. That was always 
my biggest adjustment to the NCAA 
Tournament, that second game on the 
weekend. In this league you play the game, 
get on the plane, and you're playing the 
next day.” 

If youve read Carlesimo’s clippings you 
know all the stories about him being in his 
players’ faces, about him screaming. 
However, his friends and his players knew 
that the screaming was really tough love— 
and most of the time it worked. They loved 
him back. The question now becomes, how 
will Clyde Drexler and Cliff Robinson and 


Carlesimo: “I’ll miss New York’s anonymity. 
You can go underground and be yourself.” 


the other Blazers react to it? “I think I've 
got a bit of an inaccurate rap,” PJ. says. “I 
do get on guys, but when you have that rap 
and people watch a college game for 40 
minutes, they're going to remember that. | 
don’t think I’m much out of line with a 
number of guys already in this league who 
are very successful. I know these are older 
guys, professionals, and I’m dealing with 
men. Obviously, they’re being treated dif- 
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ferently, but I don’t think the adjustment is 
going to be as big as a lot of people feel.” 

Well, so far, so good. Not many adjust- 
ments to make. The travel—maybe. A few 
dlozen games more? No problem. Leaving 
the Big Apple for something called Rip 
City? Piece of cheesecake. However, unlike 
the college player who barely could afford 
a sandwich, the professional can buy not 
only the sandwich, but the store, too. So, 
Mr. Adjustment, what’s it going to be like 
around all that money? 

“Well, I wish I was one of them,” 
Carlesimo says. (He’s making a reported 
$1.5 million a year, so he does have a way 
to go.) “People sometimes say that profes- 
sional athletes are paid so much they lose 
their desire, or that money is what they 
play for, but I don’t think guys play for 
money in any sport. Money is not what 
makes Michael Jordan tick or 
Patrick Ewing tick or Clyde 
Drexler tick. They want to win, 
and the ultimate thing is still the 
championship.” 

So Mr. Carlesimo goes to the 
Northwest. Those of us who have 
known him as the quintessential 
New Yorker will be watching for 
subtle changes. But as the coach 
points out: “It’s still basketball. 
We're not talking brain surgery 
here. I don’t think it’s going to be 
this big adjustment everybody 
thinks it is.” 

The media coverage won't be 
the same. “No, but these guys are 
great,” Carlesimo says. “We've got 
The Oregonian and a couple of 
other ones, and they seem fine. 
But the negative up here, if there 
is one, is that there's a tendency to 
make basketball more, important 
than it is. It’s still basketball, but in 
a town of 450,000 you're probably 
under the microscope more on a 
day-to-day basis. 

“T’ll miss the anonymity of the 
New York area. You can go underground in 
New York or New Jersey and kind of be 
yourself at times. That's difficult to do in 
Portland, the way they support the team on 
the floor and in the community. 

“But it is a little bit of a trip around 
here—no question about that.” = 


BRIAN SPURLOCK 


PAT O'BRIEN’ insightful profiles of sports 
personalities appear monthly. 
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By BOB RUBIN 


Still Hot-Roddin’ 


OD HUNDLEY GREW 
up in the dirt-poor coal 


mining country of 
West Virginia—only he was 
poorer than dirt. “I had 
nobody and nothing,” says 
Hundley. “To put it bluntly, I 
didn't know when the hell I 
was going to eat my next 
meal,” 

Hundley’s mother was a 
madam in a brothel; his 
father was an out-of-work 
meat cutter who drank heav- 
ily and hustled pool. Both 
parents had grade-school 
educations. They divorced 
when Hundley was a small 
boy, leaving him to be raised 
by strangers. “Best people in 
the world,” Hundley says of 
the folks who raised him, 
“but they had nothing and 
no chance in this world.” 

If ever a kid seemed 
headed nowhere, it was Rod 
Hundley. Then he found a 
way out. One block from his 
house was a playground with a hoop, and 
when Hundley was 12 he began to play 
basketball. “It didn’t take me long to dis- 
cover | was the best of all the kids play- 
ing, and | really stayed after it,” Hundley 
says. “When I got to high school and real- 
ly got good, I used to talk to the ball. I'd 
say, ‘Youre going to get me out of here’? I 
rode that ball, and I’m still riding it.” 

At West Virginia University, Hundley 
became “Hot Rod,” a legendary player 
and showman. But in six NBA seasons 
with the Minneapolis and Los Angeles 
Lakers he was legendary mostly as a 
party guy. His disappointing pro basket- 
ball career over, he spent 3% unfulfilling 
years as a Converse athletic shoes sales- 
man, then was offered a job working 
alongside Chick Hearn as analyst on 
Lakers broadcasts. That was November 
1967, and Hot Rod has been riding that 
ball ever since. 


After All These Years 


He’s no longer an on-court razzler-dazzler, but Rod Hundley still 
shoots from the hip as one of the NBA's most colorful announcers. 


Hundley worked Lakers games for two 
years, jumped to the Phoenix Suns for 
five seasons, then in 1974 became the 
first play-by-play man for the New 
Orleans Jazz. Make that first and only: 
After five seasons in New Orleans and 
now 16 in Salt Lake City, Hundley still is 
going strong—telling stories, making 
jokes, drinking prodigious amounts of 
beer, and rasping out his staccato play-by- 
play. He’s 60, in his 28th season as a 
broadcaster, and still loving it. 

“Best job in the world,” he says. 
“People ask me, ‘Don’t you get tired of all 
that travel?’ I say, ‘Hey, it beats working’ ” 

Hundley’s rat-a-tat-tat style creates 
excitement. “I’ve had people ask me how 
I talk so fast,” he says. “I say, ‘Because 
I've got three kids who like to eat, and 
everyone wants my damned job’ That's 
true. The rumor is that Chick’s going to 
retire, and I’m going to take his place 


with the Lakers. Every time 
that comes up, the Jazz get 
50 calls from guys applying 
for my job. But I’m not going 
anywhere. I just completed a 
five-year contract and plan 
to sign on for five more. 
After that, I'll play it by ear.” 

Jazz fans will be delighted 
to hear that. Hundley is 
beloved in Utah, despite the 
seemingly odd match of the 
strait-laced, heavily Mor- 
mon population of Salt Lake 
City and the wisecracking, 
beer-guzzling Hot Rod. 
Hundley jokes about his pop- 
ularity but is touched by it. 
“Amazing,” he says, “You 
gotta love it, baby.” That's 
Hundley’s mantra: You gotta 
love it, baby. 

Hundley has borrowed 
freely from Hearn, both in 
his machine-gun style and 
in his use of certain pet 
phrases: “yo-yo dribble,” 
“leaping leaner,” “frozen 
rope.” Games that have been iced are “in 
the refrigerator.” Larceny? Hundley 
cheerfully pleads guilty. 

“When Chick came to New Orleans for 
the first time after I had gotten the job 
with the Jazz, he said to me, ‘I hear you've 
been stealing some of my lines’ I said, 
‘Not some—lI've stolen them all? I only 
steal from the master, baby.” 

But Hundley’s sense of humor is all his 
own. Working a game at Boston Garden 
in 1979, he was talking with broadcast 
partner Frank Layden during a commer- 
cial break at halftime. Spotting a familiar 
figure in the stands, Layden said, “Rod, 
look at that son of a bitch Auerbach.” 

Hundley warned, “Be careful, Frank, 
were on satellite. Anyone taking our feed 
can hear what you're saying.” 

“Satellite, shmatellite,” Layden 
responded. “I'd like to take that cigar of 
his and shove it—” 
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“For god’s sake, Frank,” Hundley 
gasped. “I/t’s still lit!” 

‘Ten years later, Hundley was working a 
playoff game for TBS with Oscar 
Robertson. “Ladies and gentlemen,” 
Hundley said to open the broadcast, “it 
was 29 years ago on a snowy night in 
Cincinnati when a coach said, ‘Rod, 
tonight you are going to guard Oscar 
Robertson. Folks, I can honestly say this 
is the closest I've ever been to him.” 

At the end of Hundley’s first year as a 
broadcaster, the Lakers played the 
Celtics for the NBA championship. Late 
in one game, the Lakers were trailing, 
and coach Bill van Breda Kolff had Jerry 
West on the bench. This did not sit well 
with Hearn. 


“Over the air Chick says, ‘I look down, 
and Jerry West is sitting on the bench, ” 
Hundley recalls. “Iwo minutes go by, and 
Chick says, ‘I look down, and Jerry West 
is still sitting on the bench, Another 
minute goes by, and this time Chick turns 
to me and says, ‘Rod, as I look down on 
the bench, Jerry West is still sitting’ 

“We're broadcasting from up in the bal- 
cony. I stand up, look down and say, 
‘Chick, I just looked down there, and 
you're right. Jerry West is still sitting’ I 
wasn't going to touch that line. I thought, 
‘Chick can get away with coaching, but 
they’re going to fire my ass.” 

Hundley’s routine during the season is 
to go to bed late and wake up late. He has 
a popular restaurant/bar in Salt Lake 
City, where he can be found after home 
games, shmoozing with the customers 


and relaxing, helped by “six to eight | 


beers at least.” 

“I’m hyper, and I can’t go to sleep,” 
Hundley says. “After running my mouth 
non-stop for 2% hours, I've got to unwind.” 
Of his drinking, Hundley is fond of repeat- 
ing a line he attributes to Harry Caray, 
“Asked by a guy if he could buy him a 
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| question. 


| drink, Harry replied, ‘Son, the last time | 
| turned one down I misunderstood the 


¥ 


Hot Rod gets his rest by sleeping in, 
and he takes special care to preserve his 
voice. He has done more than 100 games 
a year for 27-plus seasons, so obviously 
he’s not partying away this job as he did 
his NBA playing career. He doesn't own a 
bar on the road, so he doesn’t have to be 
sociable—and usually isn’t. Even Hundley 
needs time to himself. “I don’t mind all 
the attention at home,” he says, “but you 
do enjoy your moments alone. On the 


road I can go off by myself and play out | 


my own thoughts.” 
As a youngster Hundley made himself a 
great player with hard work. He became a 


dazzling dribbler and ball-handler, with 
skills worthy of the Globetrotters. “I'd go 
to a handball court at the YMCA because 
I knew if I went to the playground all I'd 
do is shoot,” Hundley says. “I’d put an ‘X’ 
on the wall and practice passing behind 
my back until I could hit the spot nine out 
of 10 times. I'd dribble, dribble, dribble 
with both hands until it became easy.” 

The showmanship began when he was 
playing for the freshman team at West 
Virginia. “We had an easy schedule and 
were beating teams like 100-40, with me 
scoring 48 or 50,” Hundley says, “I got 
bored with that and started to do things 
to have fun: going behind my back with 
everything, doing dribbling routines, 
clowning around. The fans would go 
crazy, and that turned me on, so I'd go to 
bed thinking of new things to do the next 
game.” And “Hot Rod” was born. 

He polished his act on the varsity. As 
he dribbled by the sideline in one game, 
Hundley grabbed the hat off a state troop- 
er, put it on his own head, and continued 
upcourt. On another occasion he and his 
teammates went into a football T-forma- 
tion after crossing midcourt. “We had a 
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fullback and sent a man in motion as a 
guy centered the ball to me,” Hundley 
says. “I dribbled backward and threw a 
pass. The crowd went crazy.” 

Near the end of a game in the NCAA 
Tournament, Hundley went to the line for 
two free throws. He hooked in the first 
one with his right hand, and the second 
one with his left. The crowd went crazy. 

In a regular-season tournament 
Hundley went to the line for two shots 
that would have given him a tournament 
scoring record. On both attempts he spun 
the ball on one finger and punched it 
toward the hoop. He missed both times. 
The crowd went crazy anyway. Later 
someone pointed out that he’d blown a 
shot at the record. “Yeah, and a year from 
now someone would have come along and 
broken my record,” Hundley replied. 
“This way, they'll always remember me.” 

And so it went. Hundley’s reputation 
grew, and West Virginia sold out games 
wherever it played. But Hundley never 
clowned with a contest on the line, and 
the Mountaineers finished in the top 10 in 


| the national rankings in each of his last 
| two seasons. 


Hundley also never clowned as a pro, 
but he certainly was All-Party off the 
court. He was through after six seasons, 
finishing with a modest scoring average 
of 8.4 points per game. He acknowledges 
he didn't live up to expectations, includ- 
ing his own, and blames only himself, 

“Partying, drinking, smoking, staying 
out all night, chasing women, raising 
hell—lI did it all,” Hundley says. “Hell, my 
rookie year in Minneapolis [a future Hall- 
of-Famer|] came up and asked me where 
he could go in town to meet a woman. 
That was my biggest thrill as a pro.” 

Hundley had no one to keep him on the 
straight and narrow, “I was very imma- 
ture, obviously, but I just thought basket- 
ball would last forever,” he says. “I had no 
direction—hadn't since I was a kid. In 
high school | lived by myself in a room in 
a hotel owned by a teammate’s mother. I'd 
see sailors coming in at night with wom- 
en, taking a room for two bucks. I was on 
my own, did what I wanted to do. That's 
how I grew up. I didn’t know any other 
way.” 

He does now, but he’s 60 years old. Hot 
Rod at 60. How quickly the years go by. 
“Yeah, it bothers me,” he says. “Hell, 50 
was tough, I’m an old man, and it kind of 
scares me a little. But I’m not one to 
dwell on yesterdays. Never have.” 

No need to. Hundley’s present and 
future are secure. He's still got his faith- 
ful companion. He’s still riding that ball. 

You gotta love it, baby. a 
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Has any NBA rookie ever led the league 
in scoring? 

A.C., Garrison, N.D. 
Since 1949-50, two rookies have led the 
NBA in scoring: Wilt Chamberlain, who 
averaged 37.6 points per game for the 
Philadelphia Warriors in 1959-60, and Elvin 
Hayes, who posted a 28.4 ppg mark for the 
San Diego Rockets in 1968-69. 
Chamberlain's first-year scoring aver- 
age never has been surpassed by 
another NBA player, veteran or rookie; 
only Wilt himself bettered that 37.6 
ppg mark, doing so three times. 

In the days before the NBA, rookie 
Joe Fulks led the Basketball Asso- 
ciation of America with 23.2 ppg for 
the Philadelphia Warriors in 1946-47. 
That same season, bespectacled tyro 
George Mikan averaged 16.5 ppg for 
the Chicago American Gears to win 
the scoring title in the National 
Basketball League. 

These are the 10 best rookie scor- 
ers in NBA history, with their rank in 
the scoring race that year: 


Rookie 
Player, Team Season 
Wilt Chamberlain, Philadelphia Warriors 1959-60 


Walt Bellamy, Chicago Packers 1961-62 
| Oscar Robertson, Cincinnati Royals 1960-61 
Lew Alcindor, Milwaukee Bucks 1969-70 
| Elvin Hayes, San Diego Rockets 1968-69 
| Michael Jordan, Chicago Bulls 1984-85 
Rick Barry, San Francisco Warriors 1965-66 
Terry Dischinger, Chicago Zephyrs 1962-63 
Elgin Baylor, Minneapolis Lakers 1958-59 
Geoff Petrie, Portland Trail Blazers 1970-71 


“Did not play enough games to qualify for scoring title. 


The Dallas Cowboys won the Super 
Bowl after the 1992 season but did not 
send a single player from their defense 
to the Pro Bowl that year. When was 
the last time a Super Bowl winner 
didn’t have a single offensive player in 
the Pro Bowl? 

S.M., Irving, Texas 
You have to go all the way back to the first 


Pro Bowl, after the 1970 season, to find a | 


Super Bowl winner that failed to land an 
offensive player in the AFC-NFC all-star 
game. Not a single offensive player from 
the Baltimore Colts team that defeated 
Dallas 16-13 in Super Bowl V made the 
AFC squad. Defensive end Bubba Smith, 
linebacker Mike Curtis, and defensive 
back Jerry Logan represented the Super 
Bowl winners in the inaugural Pro Bowl. 
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What teams had the best home and 
road records in a season in major 
league history? What clubs had the 
worst? 


J.B., Wooster, Ohio 
The 1932 New York Yankees hold the mod- 
ern-era record for the best home winning 
percentage. The Yanks went 62-15 in 


mOhOR oH woh = 


Yankee Stadium, an .805 success 
rate. The 1961 New York Yankees 


| won the most games at home in major 


league history; they were 65-16 in Yankee 
Stadium, for an .802 mark. 

On the other side of the coin, the St. 
Louis Browns of 1939 were a pathetic 18-59 
(.234) in the unfriendly confines of 
Sportsman's Park, the fewest home victo- 
ries and worst home percentage ever. The 
Browns record-setting performance may 
help explain—or was it the result of ?— 
their paltry home attendance that year: 
109,159, or 1,418 a game. 

The 1906 Chicago Cubs’ road winning 
percentage of .800 (60-15) is the best in 
big-league history, and their record also 
represents the most road victories by a 
team in a season. The 1935 Boston Braves 


' hold the dubious distinction of being the 
| worst road team since 1900. The Braves 


Wilt hauled in the '59-60 scoring 
title with a record rookie average. 


went 13-65 on the road for an abysmal .166 
winning percentage. 


Has any baseball player hit grand slams 
in two consecutive games? Also, who 
holds the record for most runs scored in 
a game? 

T.H., Cincinnati 
Fourteen players in major league his- 
tory have hit grand slams in two con- 
secutive games; Babe Ruth did it 
twice, in 1927 and 1929. The most 
recent grand-slam double-dippers are 
Mike Blowers, who struck in consecu- 
tive games for the Seattle Mariners in 
May 1993, and Dan Gladden, who did 
so for the Detroit Tigers in August of 
that same season. 

The record for most runs by one 
player in a game is six, held by 12 
men. Only four of those players are 
from the modern era (post-1900): Mel 
Ott, who twice scored a six-pack for 
the New York Giants (August 4, 1934, 
second game; and April 30, 1944, first 
game); Johnny Pesky of the Boston 
Red Sox (May 8, 1946); Frank Torre of 
the Milwaukee Braves (September 2, 
1957, first game); and Spike Owen of 
the Red Sox (August 21, 1986). 


How did the NBA decide on 24 sec- 
onds for the shot clock, rather than 
25 or 23 or some other number? 
L.W., Pasadena, Calif. 
After the 1953-54 season, Syracuse 
Nationals owner Danny Biasone deter- 
mined that teams had averaged between 
75 and 80 shots per game, a clip of one 


UPL RETTMANN 


| every 18 seconds. He suggested adding six 


seconds to that span, figuring it would give 
a team sufficient time to run a peppy but 
sophisticated offense. The rule put an end 
to the stall tactics employed by the 
league’s poorer teams to neutralize their 
opponents scoring abilities. 

At that time the league decided to award 
two free throws after the sixth team foul of 
a quarter. This ended the “tactical fouling” 
strategy by which teams could thwart 
drives to the basket with relative impunity. 
With those rules changes the NBA began 
to realize its fast-paced potential. m 


To get the behind-the-scenes scoops that the 
record books don't always cover, send your 
questions to Inside Out, 990 Grove Street, 
Evanston, IL 60201. 
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Buffalo’s star running 
back opens up about 
his image among the 

Fans, his place in NFL 
history, and the Bills’ 

Super Bowl flops 


By JEFF RYAN 


f\O MUCH FOR THE BEST-LAID SCHEMES 
Be of Mickey Mouse and men. Last January, for the 
,  tourth time, the people from Disney approached 
»/ Buffalo Bills running back Thurman Thomas to 
work out the details for a post-Super Bowl vacation 
announcement: a sure-to-be exuberant “I'm going to 
Disney World!” And for the fourth time, the All-Pro 


headed not to Orlando after the big game but back to Ss ies z 
frigid Butfalo on a very quiet plane ride. ep Ee 
“Four times,” Thomas marvels. “They need to stop = a ie 
asking me and start asking somebody else.” E eine ama x ie Sy Date lean Mra dee ie ‘i So i 
Or maybe Thomas just needs to get the ball over 3 ae Nee 
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the goal line, the Bills over the hump, the 
monkey and the-critics off the team’s back, 
and the Vince Lombardi Trophy into the 
hands of the NFL’s eternal bridesmaid 
owner, Ralph Wilson. Never mind that No. 
34 could yell, “I’m going to the Hall of 
Fame!” after every game he plays and get 
no argument. Or that he is only one man 


“People realize what Ive done over 
_ aseven-year career: the yardage, — 
| __ the records. It speaks for itself” — 


on a team that has failed to deliver in four | 


straight Super Bowls. Unfairly or not, 
Thomas has become the symbol of the 
Bills’ identity crisis: The regular-season 
and playoff powerhouse turns into a punch- 
drunk sparring partner come Super 
Sunday. 

In Super Bowl XXV against the New 
York Giants, Thomas rushed for 135 yards, 
caught five passes for 55 yards, and surely 
would have been the game’s MVP if Scott 
Norwood's 47-yard field goal attempt in the 
final seconds had sailed through the 


uprights and not gone 
wide to the right, send- 
ing the Bills to a 20-19 
defeat. In the next 
three Super Bowls— 
the 37-24 loss to the 
Washington Redskins 
and the 52-17 and 30-13 
defeats at the hands of 
the Dallas Cowboys— 
Thomas fotaled just 69 
yards on 37 carries. He 
lost his helmet and 
missed the first few 
plays of the Redskins 
game, an incident that 
has come to serve as a 
metaphor for the Bills, 
who lose their heads 
whenever they line up 
against the NFC’s best 
with the world watch- 
ing. Even more frus- 
trating was Thomas’ 
fumble last January in 
the opening minute of 
the third quarter 
against Dallas, with the 
Bills ahead. The Cow- 
boys’ James Washing- 
ton picked up the loose 
ball and returned it 46 
vards for the tying 
touchdown. The Bills 
were out of the game 
from that point on. 
Considering Thomas 
ability to lift his game 
in other big situations, 


STEVE WOLTMLANI 


nomenon is curious. He 
keyed last season's 30- 
13 win over the Kansas City Chiefs in the 
AFC Championship Game with 186 yards 
rushing and three touchdowns; he has 
averaged 123 yards rushing and 42 receiv- 
ing in his four AFC title games. Thomas 
has led the AFC in rushing three of the 
past four seasons and has topped the NFL 
in combined rushing and receiving yardage 
four times. He was the league’s MVP in 
1991 and has been to four Pro Bowls. 
Thomas runs the ball with abandon, and 
he often has run his mouth the same way. 
There was a time when an interview with 
him was no more than a forum for his 
gripes of wrath: The press wasn’t giving 
him recognition, the fans didn't appreciate 
him, and on and on. As Thomas sits down 
to talk on a brisk day at Buffalo’s Rich 
Stadium, however, his mood is relaxed. 
Perhaps he is conserving his emotional 
energy. More likely, he is learning to enjoy 


the Stupor Sunday phe- | 


his current status. In this, the seventh year 


of his career, the 28-year-old Thomas 


seems satisfied with his body of work, and 
he is energized, not burdened, by thoughts 
of another championship chase. On this 
afternoon, the laughter comes easily. There 
are as many howls as scowls, even a little 
selfdeprecation. 

However, mention the lost helmet, the 


| lost Super Bowls, and the lost sleep that 
- followed them, and Thurman Thomas still 


can bristle. As long as he thinks that too 
much of the blame rests squarely on his 
shoulders, the chip is going to remain 
there, too. 


INSIDE SPORTS: Are you the best run- 
ning back in the NFL? 

THURMAN THOMAS: No. [A long laugh] | 
can't say I'm the best because when you 
look at the top three guys—myself, Barry 
Sanders, and Emmitt Smith—we all have 
different running styles. What really sepa- 
rates us is that I’m more involved in the 
passing game than they are. When it 
comes to blocking, running the football, 
and catching it, I think I’m the best all- 
around back. Every year I’m in the top five 
in the NFL in rushing, but I probably 
would be a lot higher if our offense didn't 
throw the ball as much as we do. 

IS: What would you rather do: break a run 
from scrimmage for 80 yards, or utilize a 
great move to get open and then score on 
an 80-yard pass play? 

TT: I've played running back all my life, so 
that’s what I think of myself as first. I'd 
definitely take the run. 

IS: The consensus is that Smith and 
Sanders are the best running backs, and 
youre third. You've complained in the past 
that you're not appreciated. Is that still the 
case? 

TT: It comes down to the fact that Emmitt’s 
won two Super Bowls and Barry has a run- 
ning style that nobody’s seen in a long 
time—not since Gale Sayers. He cuts to 
the left, then comes all the way back to the 
right, spins, makes people miss. 

I'm not that type of runner. If I see a hole 
I'm going to go right for it, whereas Barry 
might first dance around a little bit. But | 
think many people realize what I've done 
over a seven-year career: the yardage, the 
records. It speaks for itself. 

IS: Would you have bigger numbers if you 
played in a dome like Sanders and not in 
the elements in Buffalo? 

TT: Yeah. That’s why I try to run real hard 
early in the year and get my yardage up. 
Once it gets to late November and 


| December you get the rain and the ice and 


snow, and it’s hard to get footing. But I still 
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have been productive in this type of weath- 
er. Other teams wear turtlenecks when 
they play us in January, and they feel 
uncomfortable. I go sleeveless. We practice 
in that cold, we drive to work in it, we drive 
home in it. That makes it tough on the 
opponent. 

IS: Rank the top five running backs. 

TT: Right now, I would put Barry first, 
Emmitt second, myself third, Jerome Bettis 
fourth, and fifth would be a guy I watched 
when he was in college, Marshall Faulk. 
He’s impressed me a lot. 

IS: When did you learn to accept people 
saying you weren't the best? That used to 
gnaw at you. 

TT: It’s bothered me through the years, but 
now I know it’s something I can’t control. If 
I say, “You all better start giving me the 1) ANI 
respect I deserve,” I hear, “Oh, he’s arro- > | cS ley i i) 
gant and cocky; he's patting himself on the Ay we ‘ fe \ 
back.” My main concern is what I do for —" exes +} 
the Buffalo Bills and what they expect of a 

me, not what some writer writes in Detroit 

or Dallas or L.A. 

The last year or two, I've calmed down 
my aggravation. I decided it’s not worth it, 
because it seemed like no matter what I 
did on the football field, people still had 
something negative to say about me. 

IS: Why is that? 
TT: The media think they're the only ones | jj youd ike to hear more stories about our founder, drop us a line. 
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who can speak their minds. I'm a profes- 
sional athlete, and I’m making a lot of 
money, so the media think I’m supposed to 
just come out and play ball and not say any- 
thing. I've always been outspoken, and I've 
always said what I thought was right. I'm 
just speaking my mind, but I think the 


media feel I’m trying to do their job when I | 


give an opinion. They don't like it. 
I'm sure being outspoken has hurt my 
popularity with some of the fans, too. Some 


fans love you no matter what, but you're | 
going to have that percentage that says, | 


“He could have run to the endzone a little 
faster and spiked the ball a little harder.” 
But to be honest, I couldn't care less who 
does or doesn't like me. 

IS: One of the criticisms of you is that you 
have lost some of your explosiveness. 

TT: I've read that, and I don’t know what the 
hell they're talking about. I've never been a 
4.2 or 4.3 guy in the 40. That’s Barry 
Sanders or Marshall Faulk. I'm in the 4.4, 
4.5 range. My quickness is still there—that 
ability to make a cut—but I was never a 
fast person. [Laughing| In order for me to 
run for a 99-yard touchdown, all the defend- 
ers would have to fall down. 

IS: With the exception of your first appear- 
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ance, against the Giants, your perfor- 
mances in the Super Bowl have not been 
on the same level as your efforts in playoff 
games. Why? 

TT: They haven't been as good, and I have 
no reason why. You go out and try to play 
as hard as you possibly can, but... 

I don’t think you can point at one individ- 
ual. This is a team game. If I was to come 
out and say this guy should have done this 
and that guy should have done that, the 
critics would say I shouldn't be thinking 
only of myself in a team game. But those 
same critics want to point out one individ- 
ual to blame. ‘To me, that’s not right. 

IS: Naturally, it takes a great effort just to 
make it to the Super Bowl, but you can tell 
yourself that only so many times. Which 
loss hurts you the most? 

TT: The first one hurts the most because it 


was so close. We had a great opportunity to. 


beat the Giants. The Redskins just beat our 
asses for the whole four quarters. The first 
time against the Cowboys, we had nine 
turnovers. Then last year I fumbled, and it 
swung the momentum. 

IS: After James Washington returned that 
fumble for the tying touchdown, you came 


- back to the bench and buried your head in 


INSIDE SPORTS 
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your hands, and the life seemed to go right 
out of the Bills. Was that a bad message to 
send to the team? 

TT: I've been watching sports all my life, 
and I've seen thousands of athletes do the 
same thing. Did doing it hurt my team? 
Sure, it did. But could we have still come 
back at that point and won? Sure. 

IS: Does the team find itself thinking, “Oh, 
no, here we go again,” when things start to 
go wrong in the Super Bowl? 

TT: Definitely. Coming into this season, we 
talked about it in training camp. We said 
that in order for us to win a Super Bowl, we 
have to play almost mistake-free for four 
quarters. If you look at the four Super 
Bowls we lost, whenever there was a break- 
down, there was a big breakdown. No ifs, 
ands, or buts about it—when things start- 
ed going bad, they really went bad. That's 
the way this team has been. 

IS: How much are you personally to blame 
for the Super Bowl failures, and what por- 


| tion of the criticism is unfair? 


TT: People are always going to point the 
finger in somebody’s direction. Go back to 
the first Super Bowl. “If Scott Norwood had 
made the field goal...” He didn't, so every- 
body pointed the finger at him. But look at 


the third quarter of that game. The Giants 
came out and, shit, they held the ball for 10 
minutes, You can blame our defense as eas- 
ily as you can blame the kicker. 

Besides my fumble in the third quarter, 
the biggest play of the game against the 
Cowboys last year was before halftime. We 
were on their 10-yard line and driving. If we 
had scored a touchdown we wouldve been 
up 17-6, and after my fumble, the Cowboys 
still would have been behind 17-13. But we 
had to settle for the field goal. 

Because I’m a man, | spoke up after the 
game and said my fumble was a turning 
point. If I had run away from that, I proba- 
bly would have gotten a lot more fingers 
pointed at me. But I still get plenty pointed 
at me anyway. I just have to go out and per- 
form and not let it bother me. 

IS: Why can’t the AFC win a Super Bowl? 
TT: I don’t think there is an explanation. 
But the way sports is now, with the media, 
there’s more attention than ever on the 
Super Bowl. The 
NFC has won 10 in 
a row, but in the 
‘70s the AFC was 
kicking ass—there 
just wasn’t as much 
media around to 
ask why the NFC 
wasn't winning. 

IS: “Anybody but 
Buffalo” has be- 
come a popular 
sentiment among 
AFC fans during 
the postseason. 
How do you feel 


about that? . 

TT: Basically, I 80 
don't care what peo- | 

ple outside of 


Buffalo think. If your team is not good 
enough to beat us, then we're going to go 
back again. Nobody in the AFC has 
stopped us, and we're going to keep going 
back, whether we lose five or six in a row. 
IS: How difficult is it to stay motivated 
knowing there's a grueling 16-game sched- 
ule and two or three playoff games be- 
tween you and another Super Bowl? 

TT: We know every team we play is shoot- 
ing for us, and that’s great motivation. To 
get to another Super Bowl, we know we 
have to play very well. We can’t go out 
there and think because we've been to four 
straight everybody in our conference is 
going to lay down for us. Just wanting to 
keep winning is motivation. Losing is 
something I've never been associated with 
in my career. I haven't been on the 4-12 or 
3-13 teams. I always kid Bruce Smith about 


when he and those guys were going 2-14. 
IS: Jim Kelly has a lot of mileage on him, 
and the defense isn’t getting any younger. 
How much longer can the Bills be a force? 
TT: I don't know. It depends on the type of 
players we draft and the free agents we 
get. The keys to this team have been to 
avoid many serious injuries through the 
years and to do a great job of keeping the 
core players here, even with the salary cap 
and free agency. Cornelius Bennett, Darryl 
Talley, Jim Kelly, Andre Reed—we've kept 
the guys who make the big plays. 

IS: Is the helmet incident going to haunt 
you until you win the Super Bowl? 

TT: I don't think people are ever going to 
forget about it because the media write 
about it every damn time they mention 
Thurman Thomas. Most of the people who 
do write it have never sat down in a one-on- 
one interview with me and found out what 
happened. 

IS: What did happen? 
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D ‘Nobody i in the AFC has stopped us. Well keep” 
ving back whether we lose five Or sti im a rou.” 


TT: I put my helmet on the end of the 
bench closest to where we'd be after the 
kickoff. It got moved. Everybody said | 
wasn’t concentrating on the game, but I 
wouldn't make a crazy mistake like that if it 
wasn't moved. If we won the game, it never 
would have been mentioned, but that type 
of shit sells newspapers. I look at it this 
way: Things like that happening, Jim 
Marshall running the wrong way, are the 
reason they have “Football Follies” tapes. 
IS: Do you joke about it now? 

TT: I do with my teammates. Bruce and 
Darryl like to hide my helmet. 

IS: If you finally win a world championship, 
will you be more euphoric or relieved? 

TT: [Smiling] It would be like, “Phew! If you 
want to break up the team now, go ahead. 
You can.” 

IS: What was the most sympathetic reac- 


tion you got from a Bills fan in the offsea- 
son? What was the harshest? 
TT: The best reaction was a lot of people 
who said, “You lost, but you’re still an 
exceptional football player, and if you didn't 
have that great game against Kansas City 
the team wouldn't have even been in the 
Super Bowl.” The worst? I haven't really 
had anybody come up to me personally 
and say anything bad. I don’t think they 
have the guts to, I really don’t. I’m like 
Charles Barkley. When I’m on the field, 
you can say anything you want. Once I get 
out in public, you have no right to taunt me. 
People always tell athletes, “If you hit 
me, I'll sue.” Well, if a guy’s in my face and 
I push him or whatever, I have a lot of close 
friends, and they'll back me up in court. If 
somebody comes up to me and starts 
something, I’m not going to sit there and 
take it. I've always been like that, and I'll 
continue to be like that. 
iS: You and every other running back 
arriving in Buffalo 
think you never 
could become as be- 
loved as O.J. Simp- 
son. Now O.J’s repu- 
tation probably has 
been damaged ir- 
reparably. Has the 
irony of that 
dawned on you? Is 
there a chance that 
you can be more 
popular than him by 
the time your Ca- 
reer is over? 
TT: | don’t think that 
ever will happen. I 
don’t think I could 
replace O.J. in this 
town even if I won 
eight rushing titles. Everybody loved him, 
and they still do, despite what’s going on 
right now. I met him in 1989, and we used 
to go out on the town in Buffalo. The peo- 
ple we met always thought he was the 
greatest. 
IS: When a fan who closely followed your 
career makes the trip from Buffalo to 
Canton, Ohio, to look at your bust in the 
Hall of Fame one day, what is he going to 
tell his grandson when they're standing 
there and pointing to it? 
Tr: “That guy there was a hell of a football 
player. I loved the way he ran the ball. | 
loved the way he caught the ball. I loved 
the way he did everything. But the media 
wrote a lot of bullshit about him because 
they never really knew the guy.” [Pauses, 
then laughs| He shouldn't say “bullshit” to 
his grandson, though. m 
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é The 49ers snag stars 
such as Deion Sanders 
with deft money moves 

and a winning reputa- 

tion among players 


Wi By ART SPANDER 
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“7 E SHALL CALL THE INCIDENT—BEGGING 
your indulgence, and alluding to the brave new lease 


— iF 
ll 


financial world of the NFL—the “cap de grace.” 


There was Deion Sanders, “Prime Time” himself, 


the player the San Francisco 49ers supposedly couldn't afford 
because of the salary limitation imposed in the terms of the 
basic agreement between NFL players and owners, intercept- 
ing a pass thrown by Jim Everett of the New Orleans Saints 
and running, strutting, and smiling 74 yards for a 
touchdown. Then, over the loudspeaker system at Candlestick 
Park on this September afternoon, came the most preposter- 
ous of songs and sounds: 

“M-I-C... .K-E-Y...” 

What? Did the senses deceive? Was that merely the imagina- 
tion playing off the shouts of the home crowd? Not at all. 

“,. dM-O-U-S-E. Mickey Mouse, Mickey Mouse...” 

And now some 63,000 people were singing along while at the 
north end of the stadium, teammates swept over Deion in 
waves of adulation. 

“Who's the leader of the club that’s made for you and me? 
M-I-C....K-E-Y...M-O-U-S-E.” 


28 INSIDE SPORTS 


Someone from the 49ers, that most 
respectable of organizations—president 
Carmen Policy, quite probably—had cho- 
sen the moment to take off the gloves and 
take on the critics. How out of character. 
How satisfying. 

A few days earlier, the Niners, who had 
been baffling the rest of the league with 
their economic wizardry through the 
spring and summer, had topped even 
themselves by signing Sanders. Perhaps 
speaking for his brethren, Saints owner 
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The moves of DeBartolo and 
Policy hardly had Saints 
owner Benson dancing on 
the Superdome sideline. 


Tom Benson—a guy who had 
offered Sanders far more money 
and more security than the 49ers 
had—accused San Francisco of 
deception. 


JON SOOHO0/ BERNSTEIN ASSO” INC. 


FOCUS ON SPORTS INC 


“This is a farce,” trumpeted Benson, 
who presumably should know one when he 
sees one, having boogied along the side- 
lines in the Superdome. “The New Orleans 
Saints live by the book, and everyone else 
should live by the book, including the San 
Francisco 49ers. What kind of a Mickey 
Mouse organization are we running out 
there?” 

It’s unclear to whom Benson was refer- 
ring with that “we.” Most took it to be the 
Niners, but maybe he meant the Saints. Or 
even the NFL. Suffice it to say, San 
Francisco management took the remark 
personally, and as an insult. The implica- 
tion was that the lying, cheating 49ers 
somehow had managed to lift a salary cap 
already as heavy as a manhole cover. 

Adding to Benson's anger was his belief 
that the 49ers were trying to hide an option 
clause in the one-year deal they signed 
with Sanders, although the clause, 
whether hidden or not, was included in the 
contract only to keep Deion from becom- 
ing a restricted free agent next summer. 
The likelihood that San Francisco would, 
or could, exercise the option is nil. 

And so, on the fourth weekend of the 
1994 season, after Sanders’ dash in the 
final minutes locked up the 24-13 win over 
New Orleans, the theme from “The Mic- 
key Mouse Club” reverberated through 
the Stick, where the Saints and Benson 
had been stuck. 


like the team that would be stuck. 

They had the NFL's highest payroll in 
1993, and 94 would bring the cap crashing 
down on their heads and, most experts 
presumed, their hopes. Through the years 
Niners owner Eddie DeBartolo had spent 
his way to success, building depth on an 
already talented team. He could pick up a 
Fred Dean or a Matt Millen to bolster the 
defense, keep a Steve Young or a Steve 
Bono as a backup quarterback. 

But now what? Everyone was equal—or 
so it seemed. However, everyone didn't 
have Carmen Policy on their side. 

Policy grew up in Youngstown, Ohio, not 
so much on the other side of the tracks as 
on the other side of the Mahoning River, 
which divides the town. His father labored 
in the mills. As a boy Carmen worked in 
an ice cream shop. He played a bit of foot- 
ball for Ursuline High, across the bridge 
from the more prosperous Catholic prep 
school, Cardinal Mooney—DeBartolo’s 
alma mater. 

Policy went to Youngstown State and 
Georgetown law school and became a 
lawyer. DeBartolo graduated from Notre 
Dame and went to work in the family real 
estate business. One of Policy’s clients 


Vice months earlier, the 49ers looked 


sued the billion-dollar DeBartolo Corp. 
Eddie called the lawyer. A friendship grew, 
then a working relationship, and soon 
Policy, previously an unknown in NFL cir- 
cles, was in charge of the 49ers. 

“My whole life has been based on strate- 
gy,” Policy says, “An attorney has to ana- 
lyze the situation, plan a trial, anticipate 
the unexpected, find a way to turn adversi- 
ty into profit, or into good fortune. That's 
very much like dealing with players and 
the salary cap.” 

The 49ers entered the 1993 season with 
a $46 million payroll—$11.4 million more 
than would be allowed under the 1994 cap. 
A franchise that had won 10 games or 
more for 11 consecutive seasons faced the 
very real prospect of having to dismantle 
its roster. The future hardly was enticing. 
How would Policy turn this adversity into 
profit? Easy: Reel in the future to the pre- 
sent, and make the ’93 payroll $56 million. 

In November 1993 Policy sat in DeBartolo's 
office, with the door closed—a rare circum- 
stance—and explained how he could keep 
the team intact. All he would need was $10 
million of DeBartolo’s money. Quickly. 

The Niners would front-load the salaries 
of their key players—in other words, pay 
them 1994 and '95 money in 1993 by 
amending contracts already signed. If tack- 
les Harris Barton and Steve Wallace, keys 
to the offensive line, were worth $1 million, 
then give them $2 million for 1993 and less 
for 94, because the money in 93 wouldn't 
count against the cap. Thus the NFL's best 
offense—Young and Jerry Rice, John Taylor 
and Brent Jones and Ricky Watters, 
Wallace and Barton and Jesse Sapolu— 
would, for all intents and purposes, remain 
the best offense. 

There were exceptions. Fullback Tom 
Rathman, who some considered the team’s 
spiritual leader, faced a reduced salary and 
a reduced role, and so he did not return. 
But most of the other offensive stars did. 

However, Steve Young-to-Jerry Rice 
doesn’t mean a hill of beans when the 
other team has the ball. Big games are won 
on defense, or in the 49ers’ case lately, lost 
there. Memories of the 1993 NFC Cham- 
pionship Game at Dallas remained haunt- 
ingly clear in the minds of Niners brass. 
The Cowboys gained 275 yards against 
San Francisco—in the first half. Defense 
was where the real work lay. 


meetings last March in Florida, the 

49ers had a mere $432 remaining 
before they hit the cap, and 19 unsigned 
players from 93. Moreover, the draft was 
approaching, meaning even more players 
to be signed. The other owners had the 
49ers right where they wanted them—and 
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10 Players Whose Careers Were Rudely Interrupted by the Salary Cap 


Phil SimmS. Coming off arthroscopic 
surgery on his throwing shoulder at age 
38, Simms was scheduled to make $2.5 
million with the New York Giants in what 
everyone believed would be the final sea- 
son of his career. But on June 15 the 
Giants released him. “We felt the risk was 
too great for the uncertainty,” said GM 
George Young. “We didn’t know about his 
arm, and under the system now in place, 
every player has an effect on the other 
players.” 


Art Monk. The NFUs all-time receptions 
leader made $1.1 million in 1993 with the 
Washington Redskins. The Skins offered 
Monk $600,000 to stay under new coach 
Norv Turner. Monk instead signed with 
the New York Jets for $575,000 plus incen- 
tives—which proves neither money nor 
loyalty was as important as pride. 


Richard Dent. The Chicago Bears’ all- 
time leader in sacks had signed a two- 
year deal with the Bears that promised 
$1.2 million in 1993 and 1994, plus free 
agency after 1993 if he met incentives. 
Dent met the criteria and went shopping. 
The Bears offered $2.3 million for 1994; 
Dent declined. The Bears took the offer 
off the table after they drafted John 
Thierry. Dent signed with the San 
Francisco 49ers for two years and $3 mil 
lion—$500,000 to sign and a base of 
$750,000 in 1994, with no guarantee for 
the $1.75 million in ’95, 


Tommy Maddox. The heir apparent to 
John Elway wouldn't agree to a pay cut 
from $850,000 to $200,000 after Denver 
signed journeyman Hugh Millen for the 
minimum $162,000. The Los Angeles 
Rams gave the Broncos a fourth-round 
draft choice for Maddox and assumed the 


in Orlando, no less, home of Disney World 
and Mickey Mouse's East Coast residence. 
A little traveling music please, and don't 
forget the mouse ears. 

The Niners had other ideas. “Eddie gave 
us a mandate to keep the 49ers up there,” 
Policy says. “We had it tougher than other 
teams. We were always on the cutting 
edge, where other people would have plen- 
ty of room under the cap and didn’t have to 
make cuts. We were always looking at each 
other and saying “What if...?’ or ‘How can 
we...’ Necessity was the mother of impro- 
visation. We had a commitment not to let 
this team turn into a mediocre bunch of 
athletes.” 


final two years of his four-year, $4.4 mil- 
lion contract—only to reduce the contract 
to a one-year deal worth approximately 
$500,000. Maddox will become a restrict- 
ed free agent after the season, and at age 
23 he'll already have a healthy idea of life 
in the new NFL. 


Mike JoWMSON. The underrated line- 
backer signed a $2.169 million deal with 
the Cleveland Browns for 1993, and the 
Browns made him feel extra warm by 
labeling him a “transition player,” mean- 
ing Cleveland would retain right of first 
refusal. Then the team removed the tran- 
sition tag and told Johnson it was going 
“in another direction.” Johnson signed 
with the Detroit Lions for $900,000. 


Clay Matthews. Nobody doubted that 
the NFL’s oldest linebacker still could 
play despite his age, but the Browns 
offered the 38-year-old Matthews 
$750,000, about half of his 1993 salary of 
$1.55 million. Matthews took too long to 
decide and wound up with the Atlanta 
Falcons for $825,000. “It’s awful tough to 
leave,” Matthews said. “The fans have 
always been great. I loved playing there.” 
Browns owner Art Modell considered 
retiring Matthews number. 


Broderick Thompson. The Philadelphia 
Eagles offensive tackle saw $200,000 
lopped off his $840,000 salary before the 
season opener; he was one of six Philly 
veterans whose salaries were cut at the 
last minute. (The players filed a grievance 
with the league; Thompson’s pay was 
restored, and the rest recovered half the 
money.) Some Eagles proposed across- 
the-board 2% or 3% reductions rather than 
10% to 30% chunks from a few players. 
Right. “Why should anyone have to come 


As in physics, so in football: For every 
action there is a reaction. The Niners’ 
actions were to sign defensive free agents 
and draft picks. The reactions were to 
release veterans who didn't fit into the 
equation. Other teams were responding in 
the same fashion, but the 49ers had an 
advantage: their reputation. 

Professional football players are much 
like the rest of us, just stronger and faster. 
They want to be wanted. They like a smile, 
a kind word, a lot of money. Since “Eddie 
D,” as the owner is known, purchased the 
49ers in 1977, he has treated his players— 
indeed, the whole organization—like an 
extended family. To DeBartolo, his employ- 


to the players to pay other players?” 
asked quarterback Randall Cunningham, 
scuttling the notion of intramural charity. 


Rickey JackSONn. The longtime Saint 
made $1.3 million in 1993, his 13th season 
with New Orleans. The Saints offered 
$500,000 for 94; Jackson wanted $700,000. 
“I would like to go out with the team I 
came in with,” the 36-year-old linebacker 
said. The Saints added $800,000 in incen- 
tives Jackson said would have forced him 
“to have been a combination of Derrick 
Thomas, Lawrence Taylor, and myself to 
earn.” The offer came off the table after 
training camp started, and Jackson signed 
with San Francisco for the minimum 
salary of $162,000 plus incentive clauses 
that will kick in if the 49ers reach the 
Super Bowl. 


Steve BONO. His 1994 contract called for 
a $1.55 million salary, so not only could 
the 49ers not afford to keep their backup 
quarterback, but other teams couldn't 
afford to trade for him until he agreed to 
re-sign at a lower rate. Bono rejected San 
Francisco's offer of $750,000 and ended up 
with a deal from the Chiefs for slightly 
more. The Chiefs gave the 49ers a fourth- 
round pick that could become a No. 3 
based on playing time. 


Reggie Langhorme, In 1993 the Indiana- 
polis Colts receiver caught 85 passes for 
1,083 yards, both career highs for a player 
in his prime at age 30. But new Colts boss 
Bill Tobin thought Langhorne’s $1.1 mil- 
lion salary and three touchdown catches 
didn't add up. Indy failed to make an offer, 
and other teams showed little interest. 
Langhorne apparently has joined a select 
group of athletes whose best season was 
their last—Don Pierson 


ees are not chattel. They are pals. 

When the 49ers won their fourth Super 
Bowl, players and family received a week- 
long, all-expenses-paid trip to Hawaii. 
There are jumbo jets for charters, and 
Christmas gifts all around. When a player's 
wife has a baby, DeBartolo sends flowers. 
When a guy joins the 49ers from another 
team, DeBartolo sends a basket of fruit. “In 
all my years with the Bills,” says former 
nose tackle Fred Smerlas, who joined San 
Francisco toward the end of his career 
alter a decade with Buffalo, “I never even 
got a banana.” At the press conference to 
announce that Joe Montana was going to 
the Kansas City Chiefs, Eddie D was at 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


All for one: Norton [51] 
and McDonald agreed to 
rework their deals to fit 
Sanders under the cap. 


Joe’s side, sniffling like a father whose son 
was leaving home, maybe for good. 
“Eddie’s owned the team 18 years,” 
Policy says. “He’s been fined for giving 
bonuses. He's been ridiculed by everyone— 
except the players. We're harvesting the 
crops he has sown. All of a sudden players 
who have heard about the 49ers were will- 
ing to join us and 
make financial 
sacrifices to do so.” 
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nter, please, 
from stage 
right, Deion. 
The salary cap was 
designed to pre- 
vent free-spending 
owners such as 
DeBartolo from 
collecting all-star 
free agents, but it 
didn’t take into 
account the 49ers’ 
ability to trade on 
the good will they 
generated through 
their success in 
the "80s. 

set free by the 
premature end of 
the baseball sea- 
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son, Sanders juked and jived from football 
telecast to football telecast in late August, 
peddling his services and taking offers. He 
seemed to show up on every channel 
except the Home Shopping Network— 
which, considering his intent, was a consid- 
erable oversight. Deion insisted he wanted 
to play for the 49ers, but there was no 
chance of that. The 49ers themselves made 
that perfectly clear. 

In the second week of the season Policy 
said the 49ers no longer were in the bid- 
ding. Sanders wanted millions; they were a 
mere $21,000 below the cap. He wanted a 
multiyear contract; they couldn't afford him 
for more than a year, if at all. 

But things change. Last spring, after lop- 
ping off players, San Francisco signed All- 
Pro linebacker Ken Norton, a Dallas free 
agent, to a five-year, $8 million contract, 
and linebacker Gary Plummer, a San Diego 
Chargers free agent, to a $1 million-plus 
deal. When Sanders became available, 
Policy went to Norton, Plummer, and 
strong safety Tim McDonald and asked 
them to restructure their contracts to con- 
vert some of their money from straight 
salary into signing bonuses, which are pro- 
rated. 

“I had them all do it in one day, before 
anybody else could see what was happen- 
ing,” Policy says, “because the learue posts 
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Five Teams Ambushed by the Salary Cap 


Indianapolis Colts. The Colts had four 


victories in 1993 and a payroll hovering 
around $41 million, so new director of 
operations Bill Tobin released nine play- 
ers who represented nearly $8 million in 
payroll, including Jessie Hester, Duane 
Bickett, Reggie Langhorne, and Clarence 
Verdin, a million-dollar kick returner. 
Replacing quarterback Jeff George with 
Jim Harbaugh had nothing to do with the 
cap but also saved money. Tobin spent 
about as much to sign free-agent line- 
backer Tony Bennett as he saved in 
releasing Bickett. Top draft choices 
Marshall Faulk and Trev Alberts got rich 
contracts, but Tobin signed veteran defen- 
sive ends Al Noga and Freddie Joe Nunn, 
who each made more than $1 million last 
year, to minimum contracts of $162,000 
apiece. Tobin knows he’s just renting his 
veterans. “The idea is for them to play 
well this year,” he says, “and next year 30 
teams will be after them.” 


Washington Retiskins. What would GM 
Charley Casserly, whose team was well 
over the cap, do with veteran stars Mark 
Rypien (31 years old, $3 million), Art 
Monk (36, $1.1 million), and Charles 
Mann (33, $1.6 million)? Casserly ended 
up replacing them with 27-year-old quar- 
terback John Friesz (Chargers), 33-year- 
old wideout Henry Ellard (Rams), and 32- 
year-old defensive end Leonard Marshall 
(Jets). Casserly also added expensive line- 


updates each day on where you are with 
the salary cap.” Then he took the new 
money and signed the new cornerback, 
Sanders, for a $1.134 million base, plus 
$500,000 if the 49ers win the NFC champi- 
onship and an additional $250,000 if they 
win the Super Bowl. “The Lord,” said 
Sanders upon introduction, “works in mys- 
terious ways.” 

The 49ers, if one listens to Benson and 
officials from other teams, work in ways 
both devious and outrageous. The Saints 
owner had offered Sanders $4 million a 
year for four years, and he absolutely 
refused to believe Deion would find that 
less is more. Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
contended the 49ers were mortgaging 
their future for the present, loading up 
with player bonuses that would have to be 
fulfilled almost to the turn of the century. 
“You can get in trouble buying on credit,” 
Jones said. 

“I have always been amazed by the 
propensity of pro sports teams to act 
against their self-interest when it comes to 


backer Ken Harvey from the Cardinals 
(four years, $11 million). The Redskins 
asked several veterans to take pay cuts to 
make room for No. 1 draft choice QB 
Heath Shuler. When the dust settled, 
Washington was under the salary cap but 
was rebuilding with a team even older 
than the previous season. 


Denver Broneas. The Broncos loaded up 
with offensive talent to help John Elway in 
the last years of his prime, adding 
receivers Anthony Miller (Chargers) and 
Mike Pritchard (Falcons), and 1,000-yard 
running back Leonard Russell (Patriots). 
To pay for all the luxuries, the Broncos 
decided to rely on coach Wade Phillips’ 
magic with defense. They added corner- 
backs Ray Crockett from Detroit and Ben 
Smith from Philadelphia but insulted nose 
tackle Greg Kragen, linebacker Karl 
Mecklenburg, and safety Dennis Smith 
with low-ball offers that the players 
refused. When the Broncos discovered 
they couldn't outscore teams at will, they 
lured Mecklenburg and Smith back with 
cash and a cry for help. 


Houston Oilers. The Oilers decided they 
couldn't afford two quarterbacks, Warren 
Moon and Cody Carlson, at a combined 
$6.25 million a season. Houston chose to 
keep Carlson, much to the delight of the 
Minnesota Vikings, who happened to be 
looking for an established quarterback. 


the salary cap,” said Mike Brown, general 
manager of the Cincinnati Bengals, a fran- 
chise that by its record would appear to 
work against its self-interest on the field of 
play. “We've seen the creative workings of 
several teams in the NBA when it comes to 
getting around the cap. Now weve got our 
own creative geniuses at work on the West 
Coast. I’m not upset about it, because it’s a 
form of silliness I've grown to accept.” 
Underlying that bombast is this simple 
truth: Policy found a loophole in the bar- 
gaining agreement, and he exploited it. 
There's no salary cap in 1999, and the 49ers 
have renegotiated many contracts and 
deferred great amounts of money until 
then. And because very few football con- 
tracts are guaranteed, the Niners only have 
to worry about paying the prorated bonus- 
es—and winning. Policy knows the only 
thing the spoiled folk in the Bay Area 
accept is a championship football team. 
Beginning with the 1981 season, the 
49ers reached the NFC Championship 
Game eight times in 13 years. Four times 


ae 


The Vikings yielded just a fourth-round 
draft pick and a conditional third-round 
selection for Moon. The Oilers also lost 
defensive ends Sean Jones (Packers) and 
William Fuller (Eagles), and linebacker 
Wilber Marshall (Cardinals), and attract- 
ed precious little in return. “A lot of teams 
in this league are on the information 
superhighway, but the Oilers have always 
chosen to be on the feeder road,” Jones 
says. “You can't get where you want to go 
that way.” 


Buffalo Bills. Unable to re-sign Pro Bowl 
offensive tackle Howard (House) Ballard 
and Pro Bowl cornerback Nate Odomes, 
the Bills reluctantly watched both go to 
Seattle and tried to replace them with 
homegrown talent rather than big-name 
free agents they couldn't afford anyway. 
“To re-sign Ballard and Odomes might 
have cost us as many as eight players who 
we think are pretty good,” said general 
manager John Butler. Buffalo traded cor- 
nerback James Williams (Cardinals), 
released guard Jim Ritcher and corner- 
back Kirby Jackson, and did not re-sign 
tight end Keith McKeller and safety Mark 
Kelso. The Bills were prepared to take 
their chances with young, emerging play- 
ers—but were not prepared for the 
league's apparent decision in October to 
eliminate first- and second-round compen- 
satory draft picks for teams that showed a 
net loss in free agency. —D.P 


they won the game and reached the Super 
Bowl, and each of those four times they 
won. Yet in three of the past four years the 
49ers lost the conference title game, and 
therein lies the rub. 

“I get the impression other teams are 
very upset with us,” says Policy. “Every- 
body else expected us to go down the 
drain. Well, we went out and did things 
very sensibly. The contracts make sense 
from a cash-flow standpoint and a market 
value standpoint. And we are not mortgag- 
ing the future. We have a solid team under 
contract.” 


which turned out to be a Monday night 

destruction of the Los Angeles 
Raiders, that team seemed sufficiently bal- 
anced to challenge the Cowboys. However, 
Barton and guard Ralph Tamm, two of the 
starters on the offensive line, were lost in 
the opening minutes. 
_ Then center Jesse Sapolu was hurt in 
the second game, as was defensive end 
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Richard Dent, another spring signee. Then 
Wallace, the other high-priced offensive 
tackle, was hurt in Week 3. 

In the fifth game, against the 
Philadelphia Eagles, the 49ers were per- 
fectly awful. The subs on the offensive line 
couldn't block. The high-priced defenders 
couldn't tackle. Ah, but the fans at 
Candlestick could boo. Final score, Eagles 
40), 49ers 8. It was San Francisco's worst 
home defeat in 27 years. 

The issue isn’t how much money one 
spends but what one gets for the money. If 
Deion sprains his ankle, as he did before 
the game against the Eagles, the style of 
payment is inconsequential. You obtain the 
players you think will help, and then say a 
few hosannas for their health. 

“We did our homework,” says Policy 
regarding the 49ers’ talent quest. “The 
ownership gave us the opportunity to do 
the only thing I felt we could do to stay 
alive and compete.” 

In some cases, the only thing the 49ers 
could do was squirm and squeeze and nib- 
ble. It tortured the team to trade backup 
quarterback Bono to Kansas City, leaving 
only second-year man Elvis Grbac and 


practice squad vet Bill Mus- 
grave, who between them have 
about a thimbleful of experience. 
But the Niners needed Bono’s 
$1.5 million salary, the way they 
needed Rathman’s $900,000 and 
tight end Jamie Williams’ 
$600,000 and linebacker Keith 
DeLong’s $1 million and line- 
backer Bill Romanowski’s $1.2 
million. When Romanowski 
returned to Candlestick as a 
member of the Eagles, he gloat- 
ed about justice and revenge and 
other abstracts. The 49ers did 
what they had to do. 

“We wouldn't have made all 
those changes, dropped and 
traded some of our players, had 
it not been for the cap,” Policy 
says. “But we had no choice. We 
had to make _ decisions. 
Everybody had to make deci- 
sions.” 

The decision Rice made, for 
example, was to forego some of 
his money. With the Niners out 
of maneuvering room, the star 
receiver agreed 
to release 
$170,000 from 
incentives he 
almost surely 
would have 
earned so the 


Here’ $ a look at some of the financial maneuvering by — 


the San Francisco 49ers that enabled the team to meet 
the salary cap and continue to thrive: 


Original Adjusted 

Player 1993 salary 1993 salary 1994 salary 
Steve Young $5,750,000 Same $4,025,000 
Jerry Rice 2,000,000 same 3,100,000 
Harris Barton 975,000 $2,500,000 1,750,000 
Steve Wallace 975,000 2,500,000° 1,750,000 
John Taylor 1,225,000 2,200,000" 1,340,000 
Brent Jones 900,000 1,700,000 950,000 
Dennis Brown 1,550,000 Same 800,000 
Ricky Watters 800,000 Same 700,000 
Dana Stubblefield 483,000 Same 616,000 
‘Includes bonus. 
GONE FROM TEAM 

1994 salary 
Player 1993 salary if with 49ers 
Steve Bono $2,250,000 $1,550,000 
Bill Romanowski 1,516,667 1,516,667 
Keith DeLong 1,300,000 1,000,000 
Ted Washington 663,000 713,000 
Odessa Turner 747,000 547,000 
Tom Rathman 985,000 No contract 
Guy Mcintyre 900,000 No contract 
Mike Walter 875,000 No contract 
Roy Foster 708,333 No contract 
Jamie Williams 650,000 No contract 
NEW TO TEAM 
Player 1994 salary 
Deion Sanders $1,134,000" 
Ken Norton 1,300,000 
Bryant Young (R) 1,100,000 
Gary Plummer 1,000,000 
William Floyd (R) 900,000 
Toi Cook 162,000° 
Rickey Jackson 162,000" 
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team could field 
a five-man prac- 
tice squad. He didn't just 
move the money around; 
kice allowed it to be taken 
from him. 

“This is Jerry’s 10th 
year,’ says Jim Steiner, 
Rice’s agent, “and he’s 
done extremely well, both 
on and off the field. Eddie 
and Carmen have done a 
lot for him. He was glad to 
return the favor.” 

Then Rice was glad to 
approve Sanders. Not 
wishing to disturb the 
camaraderie of the locker 
room, Policy made certain 
his stars would welcome 
another in the firmament. 
“Why not?” Rice said with 
a laugh. “Now I won't have 
him guarding me, at least 
the rest of this season.” 

The $5 million option 
clause in Sanders’ con- 
tract included a $3 million 
down payment that would 
count against the ‘94 


"Plus incentives. (R) = Rookie. 


cap—a requirement impossible for the 
49ers to fulfill. That means Sanders surely 
will be a free agent next spring. And so San 
Francisco will get on the carousel once 
more. Says Policy: “It’s like this: If you have 
a chance to date Michelle Pfeiffer for a 
year, even if you know she wouldn't marry 
you, would you do it? Well, we have a 
chance to have Deion Sanders for a year, 
and we're doing it.” 

What they hope to do, need to do, is get 
past the Cowboys and everyone else in the 
NFC and go to the Super Bowl. Otherwise, 
well—cough, cough—the alternative is not 
particularly appealing. 

“l think [ may be thrown into a live vol- 
cano if all this doesn’t work,” Policy said 
after the Sanders signing. “That's the bad 
news, DeBartolo interjected. “The good 
news is he'll be dead.” » 

Better he goes to Disney World, the 
place that delights in being labeled 
“Mickey Mouse.” m 


ART SPANDER has been writing about the 
San Francisco 49ers since 1979. Like most 
sportswriters these days, he carries a calcula- 
tor to figure salary caps. 
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NEC 
By MIKE DITKA 


B® EFORE THE SEASON BEGAN | 
py thought the San Francisco 49ers 
M were the team to beat, and I haven't 
#9 changed my mind. They'll win Super 
Bowl 29—I'll go to the grave with that pick. 
From top to bottom, there’s no better orga- 
nization in the NFL. 

Nevertheless, first-year coach Barry 
Switzer has done an outstanding job with 
the Dallas Cowboys, and their defense has 
never been better. The Cowboys can’t be 
discounted. 

The Minnesota Vikings and the 
Philadelphia Eagles also have the potential 
to stick around in the playoffs for a while. 
Defense makes the Vikings and Eagles 
tick, and defense can carry a team through 
the postseason. Ultimately, though, the 
49ers will rise to the top. 


What’s gone right: Injuries hurt the 
49ers earlier in the season. They lost their 
entire offensive line but still hung in there. 
The 49ers are adaptable, flexible—they 


Cover photo credits: Troy Aikman and Steve Young by Steve Woltmann (3); Wayne 
Gretzky by Bruce Bennett (4); LD, Cuban/Allsport; Tom DiPace (2); Allen Kee/Bob 
Rosato Sports Photography; Anthony Neste (2) Chuck Rydlewski: Bryan Yablonsky 
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make adjustments and continue to find 
ways to win. They even lost some key 
defensive players for a while, including end 
Richard Dent, but still won. 

Free-agent acquisition Ken Norton is 
playing pretty well at linebacker. He's prob- 
ably the best athlete the team’s ever had in 
the middle. Now the 49ers are making big 
plays and forcing turnovers on defense, and 
they also have some talent on special 
teams. This is an extremely solid team. 
The 49ers can get the ball to so many peo- 
ple: running back Ricky Watters, tight end 
Brent Jones, wide receivers Jerry Rice and 
John Taylor. 

Obstacles ahead: As with Dallas, 
injuries are the key for the 49ers. Without 
Watters or quarterback Steve Young, San 
Francisco would be hard-pressed to get the 
job done. Backup Elvis Grbac is a good 
young quarterback, but he’s certainly not 
ready to play now. The 49ers also can't 
afford to lose any of the players who now 
are back after being sidelined earlier in 
the year. For instance, offensive tackle 
Harris Barton, who missed the first chunk 
of the season with a torn triceps, needs to 
be at 100%. 

Nevertheless, this team stays on an 
even keel. It doesn’t get overconfident. The 
49ers’ problems come when they go 
against teams that play great defense, such 
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as the Eagles, who trounced San Francisco 
40-8 on October 2. Their 21-14 defeat of the 
Dallas Cowboys on November 13 helped 
their confidence a lot. 

Ditka’s bottom line: This is a great 
organization. The 49ers are resilient and 
know how to make things happen. I picked 
them to win the Super Bow! before the sea- 
son began, and I’m not backing off. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: This is San 
Francisco's best chance to win the Super 
Bowl in years. The 49ers’ injuries took 
place early, and they muddled through 
them. Cornerback Deion Sanders is the 
best acquisition any team has made this 


Young shrugged off this sandwich job 
to make the 49ers the team to beat. 
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year, and Watters is 
running hard. 


Dallas Cowboys 
What’s gone right: 
Barry Switzer has fit in 
with the Cowboys 
exactly the way I 
thought he would. He 
changed the things he 
felt he needed to 
change, yet he has 
taken a more laid-back 
approach than his pre- 
decessor, Jimmy John- 
son. Switzer lets his 
assistant coaches do 
their jobs, and they 
have been extremely 
successful. 

The Cowboys might 
be better on defense 
now than they ever 
have been. Both the 
players and coaches 
can take credit for 
that. Defensive end 
Charles Haley is giv- 
ing Dallas great pro- 
duction; he’s the cata- 
lyst on defense. A year 
ago everybody attributed the defense’s suc- 
cess to Ken Norton; that might have been 
true then, but now Haley is the man. Haley 
sets the tempo, and the rest of the defense 
comes up to his level. 

Obstacles ahead: There is only one 
problem with Dallas’ defense: I think 
teams have found they can throw deep 
against it. That's the only way the Cowboys 
can be hurt. Just ask Steve Young, who con- 
nected with Jerry Rice for a 57-yard TD 
pass in the 49ers win on November 13. 

If the Cowboys lose quarterback ‘Troy 
Aikman, who has taken some nasty shots 
this year, they're in trouble. Although back- 
up Rodney Peete isn’t bad, nobody can run 
that offense better than Aikman. He’s an 
outstanding player, a tough leader. His 
teammates respect him and are willing to 
follow him. 

Another guy the Cowboys can't afford to 
lose is running back Emmitt Smith. If 
Smith were to go down, the Cowboys 
would have to change their offense 
because they wouldn't be able to run the 
ball. Dallas has lost offensive tackle Erik 
Williams, who sustained season-ending 
injuries in a car accident at the end of 
October. Given Williams’ status, if some- 
thing happens to Smith, the Cowboys will 
have major problems. 

Ditka’s bottom line: The Cowboys are 
throwing the ball to wide receiver Alvin 
Harper more often because opposing 
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teams are trying to stop Michael Irvin. But 
Harper's a good receiver, and the Cowboys 
have a solid tight end in Jay Novacek. 
Throw in fullback Daryl Johnston with all 
of Dallas’ other stars, and there's no ques- 
tion this is a solid team. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: The Cowboys 
are vulnerable. The injury to Williams was 
a huge loss. 


Minnesota Vikings 

What’s gone right: Take away quarter- 
back Warren Moon and the Vikings would 
be simply average on offense. Neverthe- 
less, their depth at running back—with 
Terry Allen, Robert Smith, Amp Lee, and 
Scottie Graham—probably is better than 
that of other team. The Vikings also have 
good receivers. Cris Carter is an amazing 
guy, fearless when he comes over the mid- 
dle and catches the ball, and Jake Reed 
also is playing outstanding football. 

The team’s defense is as good as any in 
the league at getting into the opposition’s 
backfield and creating turmoil. The 
Vikings make plays on defense that are 
turned into touchdowns. In addition, 
nobody is running on them. 

Jack Del Rio might be the most under- 
rated linebacker in the league. He's 
tremendous against the run and pass, and 
he’s a real leader. The Vikings haven't 
missed a beat since losing Chris Doleman, 
who was traded to the Atlanta Falcons in 
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the offseason. As a matter of fact, they 
might be better without him. 

Obstacles ahead: | think Vikings 
coach Dennis Green has realized he has to 
take time off the clock and run the ball. 
He's gotten away from trying to be really 
explosive. If the Vikings are to make a seri- 
ous run in the playoffs, Green has to stick 
with his plan. The running game must con- 
tinue to click, and the defense has to keep 
making big plays. If the Vikings can do 
those things, they'll be OK—but if they let 
another quarterback drop back 70 times 
without sacking him once, as happened in 
their 26-20 loss to Drew Bledsoe and the 
New England Patriots in Week 11, they’ll 
be in trouble. 

Ditka’s bottom line: The offensive line 
isn't bad, and the defense is outstanding. 
Despite the Patriots game, nobody is going 
to chew up this defense, and nobody is 
going to run the ball on it. Opponents have 
to worry about this team. The Vikings 
might still be around at the end. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: Moon is 
absolutely amazing. He might be one of the 
best two or three leaders at quarterback in 
the history of the game. This team’s fate 
rests on his shoulders. 


Philadelphia Kagles 
What’s gone right: This is an interest- 
ing team. Rich Kotite is a much better 


coach than people give him credit for. Bud 
Carson is as good a defensive coordinator 
as there is in the league. 

The Eagles defense is solid against both 
the run and the pass. Believe it or not, 
defensive tackle William Perry still plays 
well against the run, and the team also 
gets a lot of production from defensive 
tackle Andy Harmon. Everybody talks 
about the players Philly lost on defense, 
such as linebacker Seth Joyner, but the loss 
of linebacker Byron Evans in Week 11 
could be harder to recover from. Evans, 
who suffered as severely broken leg, was 
playing extremely well. 

On offense, running back Herschel 
Walker still is as solid a player as a team 
could have. He's unselfish and is proficient 
in every aspect of the game. Rookie run- 
ning back Charlie Garner also has been a 
factor, despite some injury problems. 

Obstacles ahead: The big question for 
the Eagles is whether their offensive line 
can hold up. The line has to be able to pro- 
tect quarterback Randall Cunningham. 

The Eagles will go as far as Cunning- 
ham can take them. Cunningham must 
stay healthy. Maybe it’s his maturity, but I 
don't think Cunningham's trying to do as 
many things as he once did. He realizes he 
can't win by himself, and he’s trying to put 
himself in a position where he can play 
every game. He's not taking as many 
chances—when she's 
forced to take a chance he 
still throws his body 
around, but he doesn't do 
it as often as he did in the 
past. 

Ditka’s bottom line: 
Cunningham seems to be 
a bit more under control. 
He's a bit more intelligent 
about what he does, and 
he’s not killing himself. 
That’s the key. I like the 
Eagles; I see them doing 
something in the playoffs. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: 
Cunningham is the bot- 
tom line. He’s the magic 
elixir, the type of guy who 
can take over a football 
game. In addition, to the 
surprise of many, Philadel- 
phia has one hell of a 
defense. Carson has done 
an unbelievable job manip- 
ulating that defense to 
make it one of the best in 
the league. 


Forget everything else: 
As Cunningham goes, 
so Zo the Eagles. 


SO0TT CUNNINGHAM 
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The Pack must develop more options 
than just its sterling Sharpe. 


Green Bay Packers 

What’s gone right: The Packers have 
an outstanding defense. First-year defen- 
sive coordinator Fritz Shurmur has done a 
tremendous job. Defensive ends Reggie 
White and Sean Jones are great players, 
and the defense is very effective inside; 
that was apparent in Green Bay's 33-6 victo- 
ry over the Chicago Bears on October 31. 

Bryce Paup is one of the league’s most 
underrated linebackers. He's making as 
many big plays as anybody in the NFL. 
The Packers miss linebacker Tony Bennett, 
who signed with the Indianapolis Colts as a 
free agent in the offseason, but it hasn't 
affected what they do in their schemes. 

Obstacles ahead: The main thing 
coach Mike Holmgren is trying to convey 
to the players is the importance of running 
the ball better. They can do it; in fact, I 
think they have started to do it. 

As far as quarterback Brett Favre goes, 
Holmgren is stressing three things to him: 
Don’t turn over the football, don’t make 
mistakes, and don’t try to win every game 
single-handedly. Favre is getting better at 
that. He's not trying to make every play a 
big play; he’s not throwing the ball away 
stupidly as often as he was. As a result, 
Favre is starting to turn into a good football 
player, which will be a big factor for the 


Packers down the stretch. Favre does need 
to start throwing deep. Robert Brooks 
might be the man, especially since defens- 
es are sitting down on Sterling Sharpe. 

Ditka’s bottom line: There's no ques- 
tion that Favre is beginning to learn what 
Holmgren is teaching him. At the begin- 
ning of the year, I believed this was a play- 
olf team. I still do. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: Sharpe still is 
probably the league’s best receiver. 
Although it’s a bit underappreciated, the 
Packers certainly have a playoff-caliber 
defense. Like Philadelphia, Green Bay is a 
team to watch. 


Detroit Lions 

What’s gone right: Despite what some 
people might think, there's nothing wrong 
with this team. The Lions can beat the crap 
out of anybody on any given Sunday—they 
proved that when they beat the Cowboys 
20-17 in overtime earlier this season—and 
Barry Sanders, who ran for 237 yards on 
‘Tampa Bay in Week 11, is outstanding. 

Wide receivers Herman Moore and Brett 
Perriman are outstanding, kick returner 
Mel Gray still is able to make things hap- 
pen on special teams, and | love middle 
linebacker Chris Spielman and safety 
Bennie Blades. The Lions have a good 
defense, and they're starting to pull them- 
selves out of the sink. 

Obstacles ahead: The Lions really 
haven't gotten the production they wanted 
at quarterback. Before Scott Mitchell broke 
his hand—an injury that could sideline him 
for the remainder of the season—he wasn't 
throwing well. The Lions might be better 
off with Dave Krieg at quarterback, believe 
me. 

They need to use Sanders more often. 
Detroit has to devise as many different 
ways as possible to get the ball in his 
hands. 

The rumors that the coaching staff 
might be replaced after the season have 
been tough on it, I’m sure. Those guys feel 
like they have nooses around their necks. 
They're fighting for their lives and trying 
to win games. 

Ditka’s bottom line: The Lions have 
won the NFC Central two times in the past 
three years. Although they aren't a bad 
team, I don't know if they can turn around 
their season. It’s difficult to tell if they 
know how to win. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: Coach Wayne 
Fontes has to be a little more definitive 
with his decisions, and the Lions must find 
a quarterback who can throw the ball. | 
hope Detroit makes the playoffs just so we 
can watch Sanders. For sheer entertain- 
ment, there’s no better player in pro foot- 
ball to watch. 


Chicago Bears 

What's gone right: When quarterback 
Steve Walsh started winning, they should 
have stayed with him rather than go back 
to first-stringer Erik Kramer. It's not always 
a matter of talent; it’s chemistry, a feeling 
you have when a certain player is in there. 
For whatever reasons, the team has played 
better with Walsh on the field. I think the 
Bears need to ride him until something 
really bad happens. 

With Donnell Woolford, Mark Carrier, 
and Shawn Gayle, the Bears have a good 
secondary. The team also 
is strong at linebacker. 

Obstacles ahead: For 
the Bears. to make the 
playoffs, they must play 
good defense and run the 
football, But they can do 
that. I think they have 
some solid personnel on 
their defensive line, but 
the players can't seem to 
put a lot of pressure on 
the quarterback, and 
some weeks they can't 
stop the run. Several play- 
ers are trying to do more 
than they're capable of 
doing; they’re trying to 
help their teammates 
instead of doing their own 
jobs. 

Ditka’s bottom line: If 
they can win another big 
game like the one over 
Miami and get some con- 
fidence back defensively, 
the Bears still can be a 
factor. They play good 
defense when they do 
what they need to do, It’s 
simply a matter of every- 
one doing their job and 
playing hard all the time. 

Trumpy’s bottom 
line: For what little 
offense the Bears pro- 
duce, and for as sloppy as 
Walsh can look, the Bears 
play better as a team than 
anyone else in the league. 
They get a lot out of a little. When the 
Bears are able to keep games close, they 
find a way to win. That's the key. 


Atlanta Falcons 

What’s gone right: The Falcons are 
playing better on the defensive side of the 
ball than they did last year. They’re not 
great, but they aren't playing badly. At least 
they aren't taking some of the chances 
they took in the past by blitzing everybody. 
With Andre Rison, Terance Mathis, and 
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When the Bears began to play well—and win—with 
Walsh, it was time to throw out the depth chart. 


rookie Bert Emanuel, Atlanta’s receivers 
are fairly strong. Jeff George also has given 
them some strength at quarterback. 
Although the offensive line has had some 
people hurt, it’s basically been holding up. 
Obstacles ahead: | just don't think you 
can win consistently in this league with the 
run-and-shoot offense. I believe the Falcons 
are finding that out. They are using run- 
ning back Craig Heyward a little more fre- 
quently. If they can get out of the damn 
run-and-shoot, they can do some things. 
Chris Doleman hasn't produced on 


defense. Guys have to learn that the grass 
isn't always greener on the other side of 
the fence unless you make it greener. 
Ditka’s bottom line: The Falcons just 
can't go anywhere with the run-and-shoot. 


That's my only opinion about them. 


Trumpy’s bottom line: The Falcons 
arent there yet, but first-year coach June 
Jones should be complimented for the job 
he has done with George. Jones has accom- 
plished a great deal in helping George to 
become a solid quarterback. 
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AFC 


By BOB TRUMPY 


T THE BEGINNING OF THE SEA- 
son, | didn’t think any AFC team had 
a snowball’s chance in hell of winning 
athe Super Bowl. My opinion has 
changed slightly. I think the San Diego 
Chargers, Miami Dolphins, or Kansas City 
Chiefs might be able to take out the NFC’s 
San Francisco 49ers or Dallas Cowboys. 

This season it’s a mistake to look at the 
NFL from conference to conference. Of the 
28 teams in the league, there are two top 
dogs—San Francisco and Dallas—and 
everybody else. NFC teams have as much 
trouble against the 49ers and Cowboys as 
do clubs from the AFC, Still, San Diego, 
Miami, and Kansas City—the AFC’s three 
big teams—all have a legitimate chance of 
winning the Super Bowl. 


Nan Diego Chargers 

What’s gone right: Everything. The 
Chargers have been successful in their pri- 
mary mission: controlling the line of scrim- 
mage on both offense and defense. 

On offense, Natrone Means is an 
absolute cannon of a running back, and he 
controls the line of scrimmage. On defense, 
Junior Seau now is the best middle line- 
backer in the NFL. The addition of tackle 
Reuben Davis, who came to the Chargers 
as a free agent from the Arizona Cardinals 
in the offseason, has bolstered the defen- 
sive line. With Davis, Seau, and tackle 
Shawn Lee, the Chargers have extraordi- 
nary strength up the middle. 

San Diego not only plays like an NFC 
team, but is coached like one. Bobby Ross 
knows the value of controlling the line of 
scrimmage and keeping things simple. 

Obstacles ahead: Means is just a sec- 
ond-year player, but he’s performed like a 
10-year veteran. For as many carries as he 
gets, he rarely coughs up the ball. 
Nevertheless, there will be a lull in his per- 
formance at some point down the stretch— 
not a slump, just a lull. And in a lot of ways, 
this kid and third-down back Ronnie 
Harmon are San Diego's whole offense. 

If something does go wrong with Means, 
I don't know how the Chargers can replace 
him for a game or two. They simply don't 
have a reserve player of that type. In addi- 
tion, the health of quarterback Stan 
Humphries most assuredly is a concern, 
although his backup, Gale Gilbert, is capa- 
ble of doing a decent job. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: My only con- 


cern regarding the Chargers is their youth, 
which could make them susceptible to the 
big play in a playoff situation. But the way 
the numbers are starting to break out, San 
Diego might have all its playoff games in 
Jack Murphy Stadium, which is a tremen- 
dous advantage for a young team. If Means 
gets a second wind and Harmon, Hum- 
phries, Seau, Davis, and Lee stay healthy, 
this is a legitimate Super Bowl contender. 
Ditka’s bottom line: The Chargers 
have to keep Humphries on the field. 
Although Gilbert isn’t bad, Humphries 
must stay healthy. They also have to keep 
their running game and defense going. 


Miami Dolphins 

What’s gone right: Quarterback Dan 
Marino is on a mission. He has been sim- 
ply unbelievable. I’ve always considered 
Marino one of the most strong-willed quar- 
terbacks in the league; he seems able to 
spread his will to his teammates. 

The discovery of Bernie Parmalee as a 
running back has alleviated just enough 
pressure from the passing game to add 
another dimension to Miami's offense. 
Teams can't simply sit back and expect 
Marino to try to beat them with a pass. 
Coach Don Shula likes his running backs 


to run and catch, so he'd prefer the versa- 
tile Terry Kirby, who suffered a season-end- 
ing knee injury in Week 4. Parmalee has 
gotten it done on the ground, though—the 
Dolphins missed him in their Week 11 loss 
to the Bears—and Miami's offensive line 
remains one of the best in the NFL. 

Bryan Cox’s move from outside to inside 
linebacker adds a dimension to the 
Dolphins defense that didn’t exist previous- 


ly. Now teams can’t run away from Cox. 


Defensive coordinator Tom Olivadotti has 
allowed Cox to rush the passer a little bit 
from the middle, a stroke of genius. 
Cornerback Troy Vincent has returned 


from the knee injury he suffered last year 
and has played better with each game. He's 
one of the best young defensive backs in 
the league. 

Obstacles ahead: The biggest one is 
the loss of fullback Keith Byars, who suf 
fered a season-ending knee injury in Week 
10. It's a triple loss for the Dolphins: They 
lose his experience, his receiving skills— 
he had a team-high 49 catches before he 
went down—and his blocking ability. Byars 
is a tremendous lead blocker, and his 
absence from the field will affect the run- 
ning game. In the loss to Chicago, Miami 
gained just 69 yards on the ground. 
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Trumpy’s bottom line: No one on 
Miami's roster can replace Byars. As a 
result, the Dolphins’ Super Bowl chances 
drop slightly—just slightly. 

Ditka’s bottom line: Marino and Shula 
make the Dolphins the best team in the 
AFC right now. However, they also were 
the best team in the AFC at this point last 
year, and they went backward. They must 
be careful of that. 


Cleveland Browns 

What’s gone right: Although quarter- 
back Vinny Testaverde still throws his 
share of interceptions, the errant passes 
haven't destroyed Cleveland this season. 
The Browns’ ability to overcome Testa- 
verde's arm has been fairly remarkable. 
Backup quarterback Mark Rypien proved 
he can win with this club, too, leading the 
Browns to significant midseason victories 
over New England and Philadelphia when 
Testaverde was out because of a concus- 
sion. 

The defense—which held the Eagles to 
288 yards and seven points in Philadelphia 
in Week 11—has been unbelievable. 
Tackle Michael Dean Perry and safety Eric 
Turner are having great years. Cleveland's 
defense plays as a complete unit. 

Additionally, an awful lot of the Browns’ 
momentum comes from special teams. 
Every time they send Eric Metcalf back for 
a punt or kickoff return, they believe he 
can bring the ball back for six points. 

Obstacles ahead: Injuries to Perry, 
Turner, Metcalf, or running back Leroy 
Hoard would be devastating. In addition, 
the Browns’ schedule works against them. 
They must play two hellacious teams on 
the road at the end of the year—Dallas on 
December 10 and Pittsburgh on December 
18. Those games could make or break this 
team. Still, Cleveland’s stellar defense 
might be up to the task. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: If Cleveland 
doesn't have to rely on Testaverde to throw 
the ball, it will be a contender. But if the 
Browns get behind early in games and are 
forced to put the ball in the air, the weakest 
aspect of this team will be revealed. 

Ditka’s bottom line: Unless the 
Browns completely throw a hook, they will 
be a factor in the playoffs. Why? Because 
of the great job coach Bill Belichick has 
done with the defense and special teams. 
Cleveland is fortunate because Rypien is a 
tough guy who has been to the big dance, 
the Super Bowl. That will be a factor—if 
Testaverde turns out not to be the answer, 
Belichick won't be reluctant to go with 
Rypien. 


Pittsburgh Steelers 


What’s gone right: All of the pluses for 


this team are on the defensive side of the 
ball. The team’s defenders come from 
everywhere; they give offenses a thousand 
different looks. The Steelers have the 11 
most athletic defensive starters in the 
league. It’s the NFL's quickest defense, and 
it creates numerous problems for offenses 
by doing so many different things well. On 
November 14 Pittsburgh simply buried the 
Buffalo Bills 23-10 on Monday night, when 
they made seven sacks and forced three 
turnovers. 

Obstacles ahead: The biggest is keep- 
ing running back Barry Foster healthy; he 
has missed several games this year 
because of a knee injury. Obviously, having 
Foster on the field late in the season will 
help. Considering quarterback Neil 
O’Donnell’s various injury problems, he 
has performed admirably. He also has to 
avoid being sidelined—but the good health 
of the starting quarterback is important for 
any team hoping to be a factor in the play- 
offs. 

In order to be a Super Bow] contender, 
the Steelers need to force more turnovers, 
they way they did against the Bills. 
Considering how solid their defense is, 
they haven't been consistent there. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: If the Steelers 
have to rely on offense alone, they will have 
problems. But if their defense can take 
control of games early and thus shorten 
the field for their offense, they will go a 
long way in the playoffs. 

Ditka’s bottom line: 
Pittsburgh's problem is 
O'Donnell. How much 
better is he than backup 
Mike ‘Tomezak? If you get 
down to the nitty-gritty, 
could Tomezak do the 
job? He might be able to. 
The Steelers have great 
people on defense. They 
put pressure on teams. I 
don’t think anyone is 
going to score a lot of 
points on Pittsburgh. 


Kansas City Chiels 
What’s gone right: 
Most importantly, quar- 
terback Joe Montana has 
stayed healthy; he's 
stayed vertical. Montana's 
offseason conditioning 
appears to have helped 
dramatically. He’s been 
able to endure hits better 
than he did in "93. 

The Montana magic 
has worked. After 15 sea- 
sons in the league, 16 reg- 
ular-season games are a 
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necessary evil for Montana. He has the 
ability to elevate his play in the postseason, 
and having him in the huddle is Kansas 
City’s magic ingredient. 

The Chiefs also have benefited from 
shifting Derrick Thomas back to outside 
linebacker. Coach Marty Schottenheimer 
told me that moving Thomas to defensive 
end in 93 was an experiment, but in order 
for the experiment to work, end Neil Smith 
also had to move around a lot. So the 
experiment affected two players, not just 
one. Thomas had a career-low eight sacks 
in "93; putting him back at linebacker not 
only has helped him, but has anchored 
Smith in one spot. It's worked very well. 

Obstacles ahead: Wide receiver J.J. 
Birden's health is a concern. He’s the team’s 
deep threat, but he has missed some play- 
ing time this year because of lower-back 
problems. The Chiefs missed tight end 
Keith Cash, who lost several games 
because of a knee injury. 

Offensive tackle John Alt’s continuing 
back ailments are troublesome; there is a 
considerable talent dropoff between Alt 
and his backups, Derrick Graham and 
Ricky Siglar. Alt has a good head and is 
experienced, having been in the league 
since 1984. On defense, the Chiefs’ inabili- 
ty to stop the run is a tremendous obstacle. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: Kansas City’s 
postseason outlook is this: Close, but no 
cigar. If the Chiefs can't get Alt healthy and 
keep him that way for the playoffs, their 


AFC opponents haven't found it so easy to tie up 
Metcalf and the resurgent Browns this season. 
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chances will decline considerably. 

Ditka’s bottom line: The Chiefs are 
good enough to make the playoffs, but I’m 
not sure they can win once they get there. 
Their offensive line hasn’t been consistent. 


What’s gone right: This is the first 
year together for head coach Pete Carroll, 
defensive coordinator Greg Robinson, and 
offensive coordinator Ray Sherman, and 
they have worked very well as a unit. Win 
or lose, the Jets play hard. 

The Jets rely heavily on Boomer 
Esiason. He takes a little more abuse than 
most quarterbacks because he's willing to 
hang on to the ball to make a play. The Jets 
also have received a tremendous perfor- 
mance from Rob Moore, who was a major 
catalyst earlier this season, despite having 
a broken hand. 

The Jets also have done a good job rotat- 
ing their defensive linemen in and out of 
the lineup to keep them fresh. That's a 
tremendous chance to take, Dallas did it a 
couple of years ago, and it worked, and | 
think that’s why the Jets gave it a try. 
Outside linebacker Mo Lewis, tackle 
Donald Evans, and end Jeff Lageman are 
having stellar years—I mean, absolutely 
amazing years. 

Obstacles ahead: So much of what the 
Jets do rests on the shoulders of Esiason, 


Montana has stayed on his feet this season, which 
is all the Chiefs ask as they enter postseason play. 


who has missed some playing time this 
season due to injuries. He must stay 
healthy. The other obstacle is third-year 
tight end Johnny Mitchell. You can stick 
with a kid who runs the wrong patterns 
and drops passes only so long. He’s a 
definite obstacle. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: Simply put, the 
Jets are not quite there yet. 

Ditka’s bottom line: The Jets have 
defeated Buffalo twice this year, so I think 
you have to say they're better than the 
Bills. They must keep Esiason healthy, and 
they can’t continue to drop as many passes 
as they have. That's what made them go 
backward last year. 


What’s gone right: Defensive end 
Bruce Smith is having another spectacular 
year, as is running back Thurman Thomas. 
Those players continue to perform at a 
remarkable level. The Bills have made 
some slight adjustments by not going with 
the hurry-up offense as often as they once 
did. Quarterback Jim Kelly still throws— 
and throws well. 

In big games, there is no better team. If 
the Bills simply can make it to the play- 
offs—it doesn’t matter if it's at home or on 
the road or as a wild-card team—they still 
have the ability to be a factor. Sure, they've 
lost some games they should have won this 
year, but in a playoff situ- 
ation these guys have a big 
memory bank to tap into. 
They know how to win in 
the playoffs. 

Obstacles ahead: Bul- 
falo’s biggest challenge is 
to win enough games to 
make the playoffs. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: 
If the Bills find a way to 
get into the playoffs, they 
can't be discounted. They 
are not going to go down 
quietly; they won't fade to 
the middle of the pack 
without one hell of a fight. 

Ditka’s bottom line: 
Buffalo is an enigma. The 
Bills have talent, but they 
arent tough. They play one 
week; then they don't play 
the next. To me, that’s 
never the sign of a great 
team. | mean, you might 
get beat from one week to 
the next, but you go down 
while playing consistently 
good football. I don't see 
them doing that. You won't 
see Buffalo back in the 
Super Bowl this season 


. 
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As long as Esiason hangs in there, 
the Jets area good bet to go wild. 


because the Bills won't have home-field 
advantage—and without home-field advan- 
tage they won't go anywhere. 


What’s gone right: Not much. This has 
been a tumultuous year for the Raiders. 
Although they have a slight chance to 
make the playoffs, I think the Raiders 
would just as soon have this season end as 
quickly as possible. The offseason proba- 
bly is more important for the Raiders than 
the playoffs. Where do they go from here? 

Obstacles ahead: The Raiders have to 
find a way to get all 11 players involved in 
the offense. With the exception of Tim 
Brown, their wide receivers are nonexis- 
tent. They simply disappear. All that speed 
the Raiders have at wideout is a myth 
because they don’t use it—Alexander 
Wright, Raghib Ismail, and James Jett don't 
get the ball. But this team’s chief obstacles 
are obvious, and they have little to do with 
what's happening on the field. Most of their 
problems are taking place off the field. 

Trumpy’s bottom line: As I said, the 
Raiders can't wait for this season to end. 

Ditka’s bottom line: The Raiders have 
made me look bad because I originally 
thought they might make it to the Super 
Bowl. Their biggest problem is that they 
don't have the offensive line they had in the 
past. They don’t protect quarterback Jeff 
Hostetler and don’t run-block as well as 
they once did. I love Hostetler, but he’s get- 
ting his ass kicked. He's really getting beat- 
en up. 


Special contributors MIKE DITKA and 
BOB TRUMPY worked with senior editor 
KENNETH LEIKER and associate editor 
WILLIAM WAGNER in preparing this article. 
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NFL™ Quarterback Club™! The incredible 
realism will stun you like a 320-pound nose guard. 
Exclusive new features, including the Simulation Mode 
and Quarterback Challenge™, stretch your ee Wee eee 
skills to the breaking point. Huddle up with 430 lay y resealable 
and the NFL's top quarterbacks. SG 


QUARTERBACK | 
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ON-LINE 1800 


pei The On-Line 1800 is Vectra 
ff _ Fitness Inc’s most technologically 
|} advanced gym, with design and 

ys __ performance innovations sure to 


Vv 


please even the most serious 
fitness enthusiast. With more than 
__ three dozen biomechanically cor- 
rect « exercises, the On-Line 1800 is 


amazingly complete yet amazingly 
user-friendly. All unnecessary 
adjustments have been eliminated. 
He: _ Any exercise you can perform 
haan ~ on the best health foltls equipment 
see “will be found on the On-Line 1800. 


_ For more information, contact | 
_ Redmond, Wash -based Vectra 
i 6 yea Inc. ae 2.2872 oF 
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THE BEAST IS BACK 
This one’s gonna put hair on 
your chest. Its Donkey Kong 

TP a5 | Country, the first home video 
iB adventure: game entirely created on SGI 
am wy | Supercomputers, with graphics 
er so good you won't believe it’s 16- 
bit. Its CD-quality music's a mon- 
ster, too. Only on Super NES. 


SEASON OPENER! 

Add to the excitement and anticipation of 
the holidays with Fleer ‘95 Baseball 
cards. Inside the “wrapping,” these all-new 
cards from Fleer feature six different designs 
in a 600-card basic set—one design for each 
major league division. Plus there's a limited- 
edition insert card in every pack! 

Insert sets include All-Stars, Team Leaders, 
Lumber Company, Rookie Sensations, Major 
League Prospects, Pro Vision, Fleer Award 
Winners, League Leaders, and the scarce 

- Fleer Rookie Set exchange card. 


(TPER PACK) 


| FEAMULEAMERS © peri: 
oun LAG Pal VISioN ip - 

PRiey |p FIFEE 

! HART FLEER AWARD WIAWERS 


rai) fir 


rer a 
CACHANGE GARD 


JANUARY 1995 49 


GIFT GUIDE 


These proof-quality, individually num- 
bered coins are struck from the very same 
dies as the 75th Anniversary coins used 
before every NFL game this season. Each 
1%inch coin is minted of one troy ounce of 
.999 fine silver and engraved with lettering 
overlaid in 24-karat gold. Comes complete 
with a handsome collector’s case, which 
includes a certificate of authenticity, plus an 
NFL history booklet. Limited to just 7,500 
per team. For more information, call (800) 
783-8858. 


has set the standards 

for Genesis football games with the all-new 

Special features include: | 

All 28 NFL teams and over 1,500 real NFL players! 

A true football simulation-field vision of up to 65 
yards downfield. 

Be the receiver and call for the ball! 

Complete roster management—trade players or 
sign free agents to build a dynasty! 

Real NFL rosters, schedules, playoffs, and Super 
Bowl action! 

These are just a few highlights from NFL 95. For a 
more detailed look at the game, you can find it ata 
video game retailer nearest you! 


20 1ENIS) DB) DES) 0) <4 Bs 


Give the Sports. 
fan on your 
list the 


sulser ah s 
to INSIDE SPORTS: , ~ 
Each exciting iss a , A 

contains exclusive 


Call 1-800-877-5893 
(Mon.-Fri., 7:30°"-10:30"-CT) fot 
a one-year ‘subscriptiott (12 great 


expert pi e' VIE , 0 spinio Ss eer INSIDE SPORTS iy be 
.97. This is a/Savings of 66% 

and analysis yimie avy off the regular‘newsstant price. 
| = A gift card will be mailed to the 

hitters SUCT as if recipient in December. 

7 Ho ae Canadian gift subscriptions are 
Mike Dit a; 4 J $F 10 issues for $21.37 (US: funds) ~ 
Boh Tru | i) if i = including .G:S.1. << 
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franchises 


Under a shade tree on the slopes of Mount 
Olympus, the great rivalry between Larry 
Bird and Magic Johnson continues. 

LARRY: “T see you guys hired Del Harrts 
to bring back the running game. Who else did 
you consider—Hank Iba?” 

MAGIC: “Loved that Dominique signing. 
There's a real Celtic for you. The first time he 
fires up 30 shots on the parquet, I'm looking 
for all those banners to come down.” 

LARRY: “How's the Hollywood crowd bear- 
ing up? I hear there hasnt been a Rob Lowe 
sighting since 91.” 

MAGIC: “At least we made a run at the 
playoffs last season. When were your guys 
eliminated, Thanksgiving?” 

LARRY: ‘T liked that coaching stint of 
yours. Did you tell them you only could stay 
until your parking meter ran out?” 

MAGIC: “Listen to Mr. Involvement. I 
heard you couldve become GM just by saying 
the word.” 


the way they are—living in Florida, playing 


MAGIC: “I hear you.” 


FO, THINGS AREN’T THE SAME 
for the Boston Celtics and Los 
Angeles Lakers these days. The 


built the NBA into a powerhouse league is 

a memory, The dynasties are dust. 
w= Neither team is at fault. Were it not for 
the deaths of 1986 Celtics first-round draft 
pick Len Bias and Boston guard Reggie 
Lewis, or the medical problems that cut 
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Magic Johnsons Lakers and Larry Birds Celtics 
dominated the ‘80s, but life after the legends has 
been bleak for the NBA's two most celebrated 


By MARK HEISLER 


_ short the careers of Bird and Magic, the 
- two teams might have dueled into the ’90s. 
- Detroit’s Bad Boys might have been just a 
- footnote in Eastern Conference history as 
- the aging Celtics and the young Chicago 
- Bulls squared off in epic battles. 


That wasn't how it turned out, of course. 


- By the 93-94 season, Bird and Johnson had 
retired, and the Celtics and Lakers missed 
_ the playoffs in the same season for the first 
- time in league history. 


Bird and Magic, whose matchup in the 


- 1979 NCAA championship game remains 
the highest-rated basketball telecast of all 
time, joined the most glamorous franchises 
- in the NBA’s Eastern and Western confer- 
ences, respectively, in the "79-80 season. 
_ Their personal competition blended with a 
- team rivalry that already was in place. But 
- the clash wasn't just on the hardwood— 
cities and coasts and basketball styles and 
lifestyles were set against each other. 
LARRY: “You think I’m crazy? I like things - 
7 the drama played out over a decade. 
golf doing some scouting, consulting. Perfect.” — 
- they always rebounded. The Celtics had 
- Red Auerbach, who was so far ahead of 
- everyone else that the pack couldn't sniff 
his cigar smoke. The Lakers had sunshine, 
money, and their choice of superstars. 

rivalry that, more than any other force, - 
- moguls might be as nostalgic as anyone for 
- the golden days of the ’80s, but league polt- 
, cy has leveled the playing field. Under the 
- current conditions and rules, the Celtics 
- and Lakers have no more resources than 
- the Charlotte Hornets or Orlando Magic— 


America picked a favorite and settled in as 


These teams have been down before, but 


Now they both have a salary cap. NBA 


aos) 


Look Out 
Below, Part II - 


ICHAEL JORDAN? GONE. HOR- 

ace Grant? Gone, John Paxson 
and Bill Cartwright and Scott Williams? 
Gone. Assistant coach John Bach, spiri- 
tual leader of the pit-bull defense? Gone. 
Chicago Stadium itself? Gone. 

In the NBA, you’re nobody when 
somebody leaves you. Like the Boston 
Celtics after Larry Bird retired and the 
Los Angeles Lakers after Magic 
Johnson called it quits, the Bulls 
dynasty ended the day Jordan said 
goodbye to basketball. 

Of the 12 players on the Chicago 
Bulls roster when the team won its 
third title in 1993, nine no longer are 
with the club. Will Perdue, B.J. Arm- 
strong, and Scottie Pippen are the re- 
maining links to the glory days—and 
Pippen almost left last summer. 

In 1993-94 the team surprised every- 
one, including coach Phil Jackson, by 
going 55-27. Only losses to the Celtics 
and the New York Knicks at home on 
the last weekend of season kept 
Chicago from posting the best record in 
the East and winning home-court ad- 
vantage through the conference finals. 
Without that advantage, the Bulls suc- 
cumbed to the Knicks in the semifinals, 
losing a hard-fought seventh game in 
Madison Square Garden. 

Now Grant, Williams, and Cartwright 
are suiting up with other teams, and 
Paxson has retired. Bulls owner Jerry 
Reinsdorf, a financial conservative and 
a leading light in the baseball owners 
bomb-the-players-back-to-the-Stone-Age 
faction, considered Grant and Williams 
overpriced. Pippen, who became notori- 
ous for benching himself with 1.8 sec- 
onds left in Game 3 against the Knicks, 
would have gone the Seattle Super- 
Sonics in exchange for Shawn Kemp—if » 
callers in Seattle hadn’t burned up the 
Sonics switchboard, which persuaded 
team owner Barry Ackerley to quash 
the deal. 

“As businessmen?” Grant offers of his 
former employers. “They're No. 1 in the 
country. As people people? They're ter- 
rible. 

“They don’t know how to treat people 
as people. Winning covers a multitude 
of sins. That was what we did over the 
course of seven years.” 

The glory days are over. The Bulls 
may cling to respectability a while 
longer, but the wheel of fortune is turn- 
ing—and they're under it. 3 


- ering potential employers. 


_ years ago, when you were on 
a down cycle with the aging 
_ process as the Lakers and 
' Celtics are, you could get 


' reasonable amount of time,” 


' who does the team’s televi- 
_ sion broadcasts along with fel- 
low longtime Celtic Tom 
~ Heinsohn. “I don’t think that’s 
the case anymore. You don’t have control ; 
- over it. It takes an abundance of luck, and 
~ as much as 10 or 15 years of finishing near — 


six years in a row, that doesn't guar- 
antee you can turn it around in that 
period, You have to get years where 
there are impact players coming 
out, I think it’s going to take a long 
time for both the Lakers and the 
Celtics to get back to being com- 
petitive,” 

How about another Celtics- 
Lakers Finals? “To be honest with 
you,’ Cousy says with a laugh, “I 
doubt if it will happen in my life- 
time.” 
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Wilkins packs the highlights but hardly fit 
_ Boston's tradition of substance over style. 


_ and they have a lot fewer star players. 


A case in point: Danny Manning. Both 


_ the Celtics and the Lakers had wanted to 
land the talented forward for years. 
_ Manning's agent, Ron Grinker, was an 
- avowed Celtics admirer, and Boston had 
_ planned to keep Robert Parish around until - 
- Manning became a free agent, so that | 
_ Danny could take the Chief's salary slot. 
- The Lakers had their own reasons to hope; 
3 Manning hated playing for the Clippers, — 
~ but he liked living in Los Angeles. 
: In the end, neither team was in the run- | 
- ning for Manning when he became a free - 
_ agent after last season. Manning went to 
- the Phoenix Suns—for a $2 million cut in 
_ pay. The only other team he considered 
~ was Charlotte. Tradition might be nice, but 
- recent performance is more to the point ; 


when free agents are consid- 


“As recently as 10 or 15 


back and be competitive in a 


says Celtics great Bob Cousy, 


the bottom. 


“Even if you finish in the lottery five or 
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Auerbach's legacy 
is tough to match. 


ere's how bad it got last 
ws season in Boston: Jackie 
MacMullan of The Boston 


Globe wrote a column criticizing 
Celtics Grand Pooh-Bah Dave 
Gavitt (his actual title was senior 
executive vice president). Gavitt 
was so upset he called a news con- 
ference to defend himself. When 
MacMullan was 30 minutes late, 
Gavitt held up the start. A few 
months later, Gavitt left the Celtics. 

The newspapers began to work 


ANDREW 1, BERNSTELS 


- over new owner Paul Gaston for dangling 
- coach Chris Ford. Gaston invited reporters 
to a quiet, off-the-record chat at which he 
_ planned to assure everyone there really 
_ wasn't a problem. The reporters declined to 
attend unless the meeting was on the 
_ record. Gaston agreed—but the session 


still didn’t convince anyone there was no 
problem. Instead, Ford confirmed what 


~ everyone knew: that he was on thin ice. 


These are the Celtics? Through bad 


times and worse, before Bill Russell 


arrived and after Bill Russell left, in the 
‘D0s and ‘60s when Boston's champions 
were playing to 50% capacity in the Garden, 


- in the years when ownership seemed to 


turn over daily, in the era of Sidney Wicks 


and John Y. Brown, the Celtics were one 


man: Auerbach. Churlish though he could 
be at any given moment, 
Auerbach earned respect by 
building and re-building the 
dynasty despite meager 
financial resources and down- 
the-line draft picks. 

All the players who made 
the Celtics could have gone 
elsewhere, or did before join- 
ing the team. The Rochester 
Royals and St. Louis Hawks 
had first crack at Russell in 
1956. Auerbach got Dave 
Cowens with the fourth pick 
in the 1970 draft, after Bob Lanier, Rudy 
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_ Tomjanovich, and Pete Maravich had been 


taken. Bird—who helped change the face 
of the game in the ’80s—went sixth in 
1978, behind Mychal Thompson, Phil Ford, 


Rick Robey, Micheal Ray Richardson, and : 
- enjoying retirement, would have none of it. 
So Gaston hit upon the popular M.L. Carr, : 
who had been in the Celtics’ community | 
relations department. M.L. began a whirl- - 
wind round of activity, signing archetypal : 
- describe it in different ways. We've got the 
- emotional attachment besides. When you 
that he'd trade a No. 1 draft choice just for 
the right to talk with Michael Jordan. | 


Purvis Short. 


The problem with the recent troubles - 
isn’t just that Red wasn’t around— | 
Auerbach is 77 and recently recovered | 
from heart surgery. It’s that whoever was _ 
in charge would have had to pull a rabbit | 
out of a hat again, and rabbits were getting 
harder to find. It had taken years for the | 
league to catch up to Auerbach, but it hap- 
pened. In the old days, teams drafted out of | 
the Street & Smith’s yearbook, and the - 
lambs lined up to be fleeced by the wily : 
redhead. By the 80s, however, profession- - 
alism was seeping into front offices, and — 
' Bob Ryan. “So now they win 


secrets were disappearing. 


Auerbach tabbed Gavitt as his successor 
in 1990. Gavitt, the former Big East ; 
Conference commissioner, was once the © 
' would have understood the 


most powerful man in college basketball, 


but he turned out to be aloof and out of 
touch in the pros, with no inclination to | 
- have to take a fall. There was 


work the phones as other GMs were doing. 


On his way out, he took a pounding in the | 
Boston press that, while deserved, only | 
obscured a deeper, darker truth: The © 
decline and fall wasn't his fault. The Celtics : 


need a superstar. Most of those players go 
in the lottery, sometimes to whoever is 
lucky enough to win a coin toss. 


involved. Gaston would have been pleased 


Autographed Sports Photographs 


Personally Signed by Your Favorite Players & Guaranteed Authentic for Life. 


Football 

Troy Aikman -8450 
Jerome Bettis -855 
Drew Bledsoe -845 


Baseball 

Roberto Alomar -340 
Wade Boggs -S40 
Barry Bonds -$45 


to have Bird succeed Gavitt, but Larry, 


anti-Celtic Dominique Wilkins, plus the 
fragile Pervis Ellison. Carr also burbled 


Spirits picked up, and every- 
one started talking about the 
playoffs, tra-la, tra-la. 

“It’s all Band-Aids as far as I 
can see,” says Globe columnist 


30 instead of 20 and wind up 
in Bullets-land forever. If they 
had trusted the fans, the fans 


big picture. They would have 
understood that the Celtics 


no particular demand to get 


Dominique Wilkins and win 30 games, but ; 


ownership doesn’t want to accept that.” 


_ The rebuilding process is tricky enough | 
- when you do everything right; it can be a ; 
_ train wreck when you don’t. When - 
_ Auerbach won his first title, there were just 
Auerbach feels better now and is more | 
- there are 26 others, with two more lottery- 


seven other teams in the league. Now 


Basketball 

Charles Barkley -360 
Larry Bird -$70 
Derrick Coleman -$40 


Hockey & Tennis 
Ray Bourque -335 
Pavel Bure -$45 
Jennifer Capriati -§ 40 


West has seen L.A.’s 
fortunes go south. 


_ clogging expansion teams to come—and 


Boston is finding out the hard way that 
what goes around comes around. 

“Oh, it’s painful for everybody,” Cousy 
says with a laugh, “especially so for 
Heinsohn and me, since we've got to try to 


see a franchise with the history of the 
Celtics, and you've been part of their best 
days, you try to be a good 
sport about it. But if we're all 
honest with ourselves we'd 
admit it’s going to be trau- 
matic. It’s already been trau- 
matic. 

“We're all losing patience. 
The fans, the media, the peo- 
ple who have covered the 
team for years and years—I 
don't think we're emotionally 
prepared to deal with five or 
10 years of mediocrity, We've 
been too spoiled.” 

Get set for a new era: the reality check. 
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ere’s how bad it got last season in 
Los Angeles: Lakers coach Randy 
Pfund was fired for failing to boot 


3 into playoff contention a bunch of kids who 
_ knew he was a lame duck. Team owner 
- Jerry Buss prevailed upon Magic Johnson 


EB | 


Tim Brown -$34 
John Elway -$45 
HKoomer Esiason -835 
Brett Favre -335 
Michael Irvin -#44 
Jim Kelly -840 
Howie Long -$35 
Ronnie Lott -$435 
Dan Marino -$45 
Rick Mirer -835 

Art Monk -$40 

Joe Montana -S60 
Warren Moon -#40 
Jerry Rice -345 
Barry Sanders -$45 
Sterling Sharpe -§44 
0.J. Simpson -$50 
Phil Simms -$35 
Bruce Smith -835 
Emmitt Smith -§45 
Lawrence Taylor -345 
Reggie White -335 
Steve Young -$45 


Mail Check or Money Order - CPG Direct, Dep-IS, PO Box 1020, 


Bobby Bonilla -335 
George Brett -$50 
Jose Canseco -835 
Joe Carter -S34 
Will Clark -S45 
Roger Clemens -$50 
Lenny Dykstra -$35 
Cecil Fielder - 35 
Juan Gonzalez -335 
Ken Griffey Jr, -$45 
Tony Gwynn -840 
Dave Justice -3454 
Don Mattingly -$50 
Paul Molitor -850 
John Olerud -$35 
Mike Piazza - $45 
Kirby Puckett -$45 
Cal Ripken Jr. -850 
Nolan Ryan -$55 
Ryne Sandberg -$45 
Frank Thomas -845 
Dave Winfield -340 
Robin Yount «840 


Clyde Drexler -$40 
Patrick Ewing -345 


Anfernee Hardaway -$40 


Kevin Johnson -335 
Larry Johnson -$45 
Magic Johnson -§95 
Michael Jordan -8 150 
Shawn Kemp -$40 
Karl Malone -340 
Jamal Mashburn =-845 
Reggie Miller -$40 
Alonzo Mourning -340 
Chris Mullin -335 
Hakeem Olajuwon -340 
Shaquille O'Neal -$125 
Scottie Pippen -$40 
Mark Price -835 

David Robinson -s40 
John Starks -345 

John Stackton -$35 
Isiah Thomas =-$40 
Chris Webber -340 


Dominique Wilkins -$40 


Valley Cottage, NY 10989, Checks are held 7-10 days. 


Jimmy Connors -375 
Steffi Graff -s40 
Wayne Gretzky -$55 
Brett Hull -345 
Brian Leetch -8395 
Mario Lemieux -345 
Eric Lindros -$40 
John McEarue -340 
Mark Messier -S-4) 
Jeremy Roenick -335 
Patrick Roy -335 
Teemu Selanne -$45 


Christie Brinkley -350 
Cindy Crawford -s74 
Rachel Hunter -$45 
Kathy Ireland -#54 
Elle Macpherson -S45 
Paulina -850 

Claudia Schiffer -$50 
Niki Taylor -345 
Vendela -$45 
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY SALE NOW - 1/31/95 
BUY ANY 2 PIECES & TAKE 15% OFF 
BUY ANY 4 PIECES & TAKE 20% OFF 


ASK ABOUT OUR HOLIDAY EXPRESS DELIVERY. 


Shipping - include $5.95 & add $1.00 for each additional item. 


(AUTOGRAPHED COLLECTIBLES 


~ 30 DAY UNCONDITIONAL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 

= - ALL ITEMS ARE CUSTOM MATTED & READY FOR FRAMING. 
- CUSTOM FRAMING IS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR $25. 

~ ALL ITEMS ARE APPROXIMATELY 11" x 14" IN SIZE. 


CALL 1-800-382-3075 24 HOURS 


- WE OFFER A SPECIAL LIFETIME GUARANTEE OF AUTHENTIOTY. 
- ALL ITEMS INCLUDE A SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY. 
~ QUANTITIES ARE EXTREMELY LIMITED - ORDER TODAY. 

- A FREE COLOR CATALOG IS INCLUDED WITH EACH ORDER. 
Hundreds of other stars are available from Sports & Entertainment. Call or write today for your favorite star. 
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Johnson found it difficult to recapture 
that Lakers magic from courtside. 


to coach the last month, hoping a taste 


would convince him to stay. The Lakers - 
won five of their first six under Magic, but - 


he already had figured out this wasn’t for 
him. 

“Everybody cares about ‘I, I, [? ” Johnson 
said a few weeks later. “‘Where are my 


minutes, where are my shots, what's wrong | 
with my game, why can’t I get my game | 


off?’ It’s a lot of that now, and I don't like 
that. They wanted that [Lakers tradition] 
removed from them. They didn’t want to 


deal with that. They call themselves ‘the | 


90s Lakers.” 
When Magic said no thanks to continu- 


ing, Buss offered the University of — 


Kentucky's Rick Pitino $4 million a season 
to take the job. Pitino turned him down. 


Besides hunting for a coach, Lakers gen- : 
eral manager Jerry West—like his Celtics | 


counterpart—was looking for a mira- 


cle/superstar, too. He eagerly joined the © 
hunt for Manning and another prime free | 


agent, Chicago Bulls power forward Horace 
Grant. The Lakers had just a $1.8 million 
salary slot available, but they also had the 
loophole afforded by the one-year termina- 
tion clause, the salary cap-skirting ploy 
wherein a player signs for much less than 


he’s worth but has the option to become a > 


restricted free agent again after a year, at 
which point he re-ups with the same team 
for much more money. 

After all, people still want to play in L.A., 
don't they? Everyone knows Buss pays top 
dollar, right? A Manning or a Grant could 


restore the Lakers to respectability. 
Get both, and L.A. would be knocking 
on the door. 


The two preferred teams with the 


now. Manning signed with Phoenix, 
Grant with the Orlando Magic. One 
Lakers official noted ruefully, “The 
loophole was three or four years too 
late for us.” 

West keeps pitching, but all he has 
now are 70-mph fastballs that keep 
getting blasted back through the box. 


Worthy to the Hornets for the draft 
choice that became Larry Johnson. 
Two years ago he offered Worthy to 
the Bullets for the pick that became 
Tom Gugliotta. Last spring he offered 
Vlade Divac to Detroit for the Grant 
Hill pick. Everyone said no politely, 
but no one took a lot of time to do so, 
“It’s perplexing,” West says. “When 
I heard we weren't going to get 
Horace Grant, I was, like, in shock.” 
These are the Lakers? In the old 
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already on board, developed West into a 


legend, and added Wilt Chamberlain. The | 
Lakers saw that nucleus leave, but two : 


years later they traded for Kareem Abdul- 


- Jabbar, who wanted out of Milwaukee. 

Players looked so snazzy in Lakers pur- - 
ple and gold that everyone wanted one of | 
their own. When the New Orleans Jazz | 
_ signed 33-year-old Lakers free agent Gail 
- Goodrich in 1976, L.A. got a No. 1 draft 


choice as compensation. That pick turned 
into Magic Johnson. Cleveland Cavaliers 
owner Ted Stepien gave a No. 1 pick to the 


Lakers for Don Ford, notable mainly for his - 
surfer hair. That pick turned into Worthy. : 
_ Where's Ted Stepien when you need him? 
~The Lakers clung to the ’80s as long as - 


they could. Abdul-Jabbar almost retired in 


1984, when he was 37, but stayed for five - 
- more seasons—and three more titles. 
Worthy’s wheels were burning out by the - 
early 90s, but he had enough left to help : 


Magic get L.A. to the 1991 Finals. 


However, Johnson's sudden departure in | 


1991 after learning he was HIV-positive 


_ finished them off; the day he made his 


announcement, the Lakers as perennial 
championship contenders were history. 
West began the rebuilding process in 


earnest. No move was too humiliating. The — 


Lakers were hovering around .500 in the 


‘92-93 season when he sent dependable | 


Sam Perkins to Seattle for unproven 


prospect Doug Christie and sluggish big : 


man Benoit Benjamin. 


The Lakers, of course, got neither. | 


Buss, however, recoiled at the sight of 
the Lakers out of contention—and the 
Forum emptying out. In Boston the sell- 
outs kept coming, but in L.A. crowds and 


- TV ratings plummeted by 33%. Pfund 
chance to play for a championship | 


almost was fired in his first season, only to 
save his job when the Lakers took the over- 
whelmingly favored Suns to five games in 
the first round of the 93 playoffs, then was 
sent packing last spring. 

Pfund knew he was in trouble and had to 


- win, so he played veterans such as Sedale 


Threatt over prospects such as Christie. 


' Johnson’s little boomlet as coach got the 
Three years ago he offered James | 


Lakers to 33 wins with a team that might 
have won 23, which would have increased 


_ L.A’s chances of drawing a higher lottery 


pick. Instead of drafting at No. 4 last spring 


_ and having a shot at Hill, the Lakers picked 


10th and took a flier on Eddie Jones. West 
later joked that he was “sitting in Ingle- 
wood with 100 two guards.” 

Johnson, now a part-owner, warns against 
the trap of the middle of the pack, but 
there is another problem: These are the 
Lakers. Like the Celtics, they got to the top 


_ and stayed there because they wouldn't 
days Los Angeles was basketball | 
heaven. The team arrived in L.A. | 

from Minneapolis with Elgin Baylor | 


accept anything else. They don’t know how 
to tank, even if it might be worthwhile to 
learn. “We're used to winning, and that’s 
what we want to do,” Johnson says. “We 
can't sit back and say, ‘We want to lose just 
to get into the lottery’ That’s not in Jerry 
West's vocabulary, Dr. Buss vocabulary, my 


- vocabulary.” 


L.A’s plan is to become respectable, 
then sign a big-ticket free agent or trade for 
a superstar. In the NBA, however, real 
superstars such as Michael Jordan, 
Hakeem Olajuwon, David Robinson, and 
Patrick Ewing—as opposed to the 


- Mannings and Grants—rarely come on the 


market. The Lakers have their work cut 
out for them. 
“We've acquired Cedric Ceballos, who 


- we think is a real good player,” West says. 


“We have high hopes for Jones. We had two 
very good rookies last year, Nick Van Exel 
and George Lynch. We think we're going to 
have tremendous depth, which may give 
us an opportunity to go to teams and say, 
‘Look, we'll give two or three of our 
younger players for this player here 
because maybe the player is unhappy. ” 
Next summer the Lakers will have Sam 
Bowie's $3.2 million slot open. The sum- 
mer after that, Johnson and Worthy go off 


- the cap, and the Lakers may be able to get 


under it. 
Of course, players still are aching to play 
in L.A., aren't they? Aren't they? = 


Contributing writer MARK HEISLER 
answered 48 hot questions about the NBA in 
the December issue of INSIDE SPORTS. 
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HE NHL HAS FRANCHISES IN 
10 of the top 11 U.S. markets, a 
reigning Stanley Cup champion 
in New York, a television con- 
tract with Fox, and a stronger- 
than-ever presence on ESPN. 
But the best indication that the NHL 
finally has climbed into the sports elite is 
that it succeeded in shutting itself down, 
just like other leagues whose popularity it 
long has coveted. 

In March 1977 the struggling Cleveland 
Barons had no money to pay their players, 
and the club would have folded if not for a 
$600,000 cash infusion from the NHL 
Players Association to help finance it 
through the end of the '76-77 season. 
These days the head of the same union 
publicly questions why his players should 
have to sacrifice financially to preserve the 
small markets the NHL absorbed in its 
1979 merger with the World Hockey 
Association. 

The long-awaited golden egg has been 
laid, but it quickly cracked. The players, 
beneficiaries of a system that provided 


Which way is hockey headed? Is . 
Gary Bettman a tyrant? What's 

with Mike Keenan? The NHL faces 
plenty of hot questions this season, 

and weve got (nearly) all the 

ANSWEYS By JAY GREENBERG 
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them little freedom but a whopping 61% of 
the gross, were anxious to postpone the 
war indefinitely, but the commissioner was 
ready to fight. In shutting down the NHL 
at the start of the season, Gary Bettman 
risked squandering the marketing oppor- 
tunity created by the New York Rangers’ 
magical slaying of their 54-year-old 
Stanley Cup dragon, risked alienating fans 
who had been jamming the arenas of the 
league’s new Sun Belt cities, risked losing 
the mighty cash stream created by the 
sale of Anaheim Mighty Ducks jerseys. 

However, the owners also had the ham- 
mer: air-conditioned rinks that would allow 
the playoffs to continue into July if neces- 
sary. So there would have been little sense 
in Bettman delaying a confrontation, and 
with peace there will be no holding back 
the explosion of a sport better run, more 
skillfully played, and more deftly marketed 
than ever before. 

The 1994-95 season may take a while, 
but it will come off, resolving these ques- 
tions that ever-increasing numbers of 
inquiring hockey minds are asking: 
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The Keenan Caper 


Can the Rangers repeat? Sorry, 
Blueshirts fans: one Stanley Cup per life- 
time. Sure, Brian Leetch, Alexei Kovalev, 
Adam Graves, Mike Richter, and Sergei 
Zubov are either in their prime or 
approaching them, but Mark Messier and 
Kevin Lowe have more miles on them than 
Mike Keenan’s U-Haul. New coach Colin 
Campbell is in a tough spot, having to earn 
the respect of Messier when the proud, 
aging star's ice time may have to be cut to 
preserve him for the playoffs. Superb 
checker and pest extraordinaire Esa 
Tikkanen, sent to St. Louis as part of the 
Keenan settlement, will be missed, and the 
defense, short a man last season, will be 
minus two if the increasingly infirm Lowe 
can't play 50 games. 

What happened with Keenan any- 
way? General manager Neil Smith accu- 
rately concluded that Madison Square 
Garden wasn’t big enough for the both of 
them, and thus he told Keenan to find a 
way to take a hike. In the struggle for 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY RICHARD TORREY 


power, Smith gained support for himself 
within the Viacom hierarchy. Because of 
the Garden’s imminent sale, Keenan ally 
and MSG president Bob Gutkowski 
couldn’t guarantee his own survival, let 
alone his coach’s, and he was under 
instructions not to let Keenan out of his 
contract. So Keenan, knowing his market 
value was at an all-time high, used the loop- 
hole of a bonus check that came a day late 
to leap from an untenable situation. 
Gutkowski earlier had entertained 
thoughts of replacing the GM, but he knew 
Smith was on the power play and had to 
pretend to be unified with him in express- 
ing outrage toward Keenan so that the St. 
Louis Blues, who signed Keenan 48 hours 


re 
However you 80 
the Keenan-vs. New 


tilt, you have 
2 Ot the coach 


took a few Rangers 
for a ride. 


later, would give the Rangers compensa- 
tion. When commissioner Bettman called a 
hearing, Keenan's brief was far from brief, 
as he recounted the whole sordid story. But 
Bettman, taking the view that he should be 
the final arbiter in contract disputes, fined 
Keenan and suspended him for 60 days. 

So who won? In PR terms, Smith 
because he managed to make Keenan, 
known to be a hard man to get along with, 
look like the bad guy. But Keenan also won 
because he landed on his feet for twice the 
money and with authority on trades that he 
didn’t have in New York. 

Then who lost? Keenan, who under the 
terms of the trade and settlement that ner- 
vous Blues officials agreed to against his 
wishes cannot tell his entire side of the 
story. But Smith lost, too—first, because he 
drove away an excellent coach, and sec- 
ond, because the Rangers didn’t do as well 
in the exchange with St. Louis as they 
seemed to at first. For all his obvious 
promise, 23-year-old Petr Nedved is more 
timid in traffic than the Blues were about 
moving him. The now-departed Tikkanen 
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is an irreplaceable role player, and Doug 
Lidster, who also went to St. Louis, re- 
mains a useful defenseman. Additionally, 
the Blues say Smith promised them anoth- 
er deal later. 

Will Keenan succeed in St. Louis? If 
he doesn't, it would be the first place he 
didn't. The Blues earned 91 points last sea- 
son even with superstar right winger Brett 
Hull playing indifferently. Now they've 
added one of the league’s best defensemen, 
Al MacInnis, to a roster that includes Hull, 
the game’s purest scorer, and Curtis 
Joseph, one of its best goalies. Of course, 
there will be some casualties as Keenan 
goes through his obligatory attitudinal 
readjusments. If softies Steve Duchesne 
and Craig Janney are still Blues three 
months after the games begin, it will be an 
upset. 

Then why would Hull, not exactly 
known as a workaholic, survive? 
Because Keenan understands that elite tal- 
ent is scarce. If Hull shows a willingness to 
take some punishment to score goals, and 
if he turns around to look for his man, oh, 
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every third shift or so, he and Keenan will 
do just fine. 

So the Blues are going to win the 
Cup? Right—in 1996, maybe 1997. 
Keenan will figure out what he still 
needs—size and grit—in about five min- 
utes, but it’s probably going to take a year 
or so to acquire it. 


Who is going to win this season? 
Detroit. The Red Wings have the NHL's 
best all-around player in Sergei Fedorov, 
which makes Steve Yzerman either the 
world’s greatest second-line center or an 
eminently tradable commodity for the 
winger and/or defenseman Detroit needs. 
The goaltending problem that shot down 
the Red Wings in the first round the last 
two seasons has been solved with the trade 
for Mike Vernon, who took the Flames all 
the way in 1989. Vyacheslav Kozlov and 
Keith Primeau are emerging monster tal- 
ents, and though coach Scott Bowman is 
getting more eccentric than ever in his old 
age, he remains a master button-pusher in 
playoff situations. 

And if something goes wrong for the 
Red Wings again? A number of teams 
also are only a trade away from a possible 
Cup. In the playoffs last season, the Buffalo 
Sabres, minus Pat LaFontaine, lost 2-1 in a 
seventh game to the New Jersey Devils— 
which didn't look so impressive until New 
Jersey fell 2-1 in a seventh game to the 
Rangers. Buffalo was without LaFontaine 
for 68 games and Craig Simpson for 62, 
and still accrued 95 points. The Sabres are 
well coached by John Muckler and well 
goaltended by Dominik Hasek, which indi- 
cates that if the key players stay healthy, 
Buffalo might be the team that comes out 
of the Eastern Conference. 

What do the Sabres still need? An 
offensive defenseman. 

Who are some other teams that are 
in this one-trade-away category? 
The Vancouver Canucks and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. ~ 
And they need...? LO» 
Defensemen, too. Despite a RQ 
six-man rotation that included 
Brian Glynn and Dave Babych, the 
Canucks still came within one Mike 
Richter glove save of going to overtime in 
Game 7 of the 94 Cup Finals. Still, we 
wouldn't recommend them trying again 
with the same team. For their part, the 
Leafs made a smart trade to get talented 
center Mats Sundin from the Quebec 
Nordiques, as the stalwart Doug Gilmour 
isnt getting any younger. Toronto shed a 
few tears when hero Wendel Clark went to 
Quebec in the exchange, but the larger 


Leafs sacrifice might have been the solid 
Sylvain Lefebvre, especially considering 
the free agency loss of Bob Rouse to the 
Red Wings. 

It seems as if everyone needs 
defense, which must mean there 
isn’t enough to go around. Isn’t any- 
body set back there? On the contrary. 
New Jersey has a strong blue-line corps, 
and the Devils will be better than ever if 
Scott Niedermayer develops into the supe- 
rior player he’s expected to be. The Dallas 
Stars ran up 97 points and swept St. Louis 
in the playoffs even without their best 
defenseman, Mark Tinordi, who is back. 
For a longer shot, consider the New York 
Islanders. They appeared to have about as 
much left as postwar Hiroshima after a 
first-round sweep by the Rangers last 
spring, but a talented young defense could 
develop into a topnotch unit if Darius 
Kasparaitis keeps his promise to himself to 
tone things down off the ice, and if Vladi- 
mir Malakhov and Scott Lachance play up 
to capabilities. 

What do those teams need? The 
Islanders ditched veteran goalie Ron 
Hextall to go with two kids with short 
track records, Jamie McLennan and 
Tommy Soderstrom. The Devils were thin 
at center even before they failed to re-sign 
Bernie Nicholls, so it’s hard to see them 


generating enough offense to win it all. 
Any other darkhorses? Quebec— 
except the Nordiques are more like a 
speed horse than a 6to-1 shot. The addi- 
tion of Peter Forsberg, the key acquisition 
in the Eric Lindros trade, means the very 
talented Sundin won't be missed at all. 
Lefebvre and Clark add needed grit, and a 
coaching change from intractable and 
excitable Pierre Page to successful AHLer 
Marc Crawford can't hurt. Now the 
Nordiques need an offensive defenseman, 
and for goalie Stephane Fiset to mature. 
You have to count out the Pittsburgh 
Penguins without Mario Lemieux, 
right? That’s if you count out Lemieux. 
Some thought he was announcing his shut- 
down for the season to take himself off any 
deadline while still privately reserving the 
right to come back if he got a February 
itch. But the inside view in Pittsburgh is 
Lemieux not only won't play this season, 
but might never play again. 

Do you believe that? Not really, but we 
once thought Michael Jordan wouldn't be 
gone from basketball too long, either. 
Does it look as if the Montreal 
Canadiens, who lost in the first 
round last spring, will bounce back 
before Lemieux does? With Montreal's 
offense, bet on Mario. 

Cam Neely is limping, Ray Bourque 
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We'd like to let you in on a little secret: In today’s job market, you aren’t going to 
go very far without high-tech training. Which is exactly the kind of training the Navy 
provides, in more than 60 different fields. For more information (classified or otherwise), 
___ See your Navy recruiter or call 1-800-USA-NAVY, 
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is aging, and nobody you ever heard 
of is the Boston Bruins goalie, so 
could this be the first spring in 28 
years that the Bruins miss the play- 
offs? Absolutely and unequivocally yes. 
And if not this season, then next, for sure. 
Unless it happens the following year. In any 
case, it has been clear to us forever that the 
Bruins can't go on forever. 


Passing the Torch 


Speaking of being on the far side of 
the hill, does Wayne Gretzky’s 1993- 
94 scoring title figure to be his last? 
Well, Gretzky’s hill has a gentler slope than 
most, but yeah, probably. Fedorov, who 
finished just 10 points behind the Great 
One last year, gets better every year. 

Is Fedorov the guy the league is 
hanging its hat tricks on as Gretzky 
and Lemieux inevitably become yes- 
terday’s news? That's going to be tough. 
Fedorov is a marvelous player but is no 
cola-selling phenomenon waiting to be dis- 
covered, He's from Russia, and he’s not 
exactly as bubbly as Charles Barkley. 
Then who takes the mantle from 
Gretzky? That could be a problem. 
Gilmour is no spring chicken, and he plays 
for a Canadian franchise—albeit the most 
popular one. Pavel Bure’s home games 
start at 10:30 p.m. EST, and he looks like a 
deer caught in the headlights when the 
dreaded tape recorder or notepad appears. 
Hull has a whiny side and a loose cannon 
for a mouth. The NHL's 
best untapped re- 4g», 
source might be ““@Q, 
Jeremy Roenick of the 
Chicago Blackhawks. The 
Boston native plays in a big market, is 
skilled and driven enough to win a scoring 
title, and has the personality to take advan- 
tage of his success, big-time. 

But only until Eric Lindros takes 
over, right? The world is Big 

Eric’s oyster, but his instinct = 
remains to clam up. He's been 

under the microscope for a 

long time and sometimes seems weary of 
the burden. Lindros has to start enjoying 
himself, which will happen only when the 
Flyers assemble enough good players 
around him to begin to see a return on 
their huge investment in him. 

How long will that take? To be a play- 
off team, not long at all. The Flyers fell four 
points short last season, when Lindros 
missed 19 games. They're a goalie and two 
defensemen shy of real contention. 

You’re saying that there is no clear 
“next Wayne Gretzky’’? It’s been clear 
for a long time there is only one Gretzky. 
Will that stunt the league’s growth? 


With new West Coast franchises up and 
running in San Jose and Anaheim, the 
Great One's seed work is largely complet- 
ed. But, of course, superstars mean televi- 
sion ratings, and by definition, there never 
are enough great players to go around. 
That’s why any team that could afford 
Lindros couldn't afford not to go after him. 


Why are the new NHL teams selling 
so many more tickets than expan- 
sion teams did in late ’60s and early 
"70s? Marketing, mostly. Colorful jerseys 


and boffo logos go a lot further than they 
Glutch play- % » 
The newcome mers 


. market their 


own shirts and grap | 


did 25 
years ago. 
The quality of play 
necessarily goes down with any 
expansion, but the visibility of the league is 
way up. 
Just how much has the quality of 
play slipped? There are more good play- 
ers now than ever before, but they're 
spread around to more teams. That's an 
inevitable part of any expansion, despite 
what the league tells you about Europeans 
filling the talent gaps. If Tim Watters still 
has a job, the level of competition can’t be 
what the league pretends it is. 
The Sharks, Florida Panthers, and 
Tampa Bay Lightning all won 30 or 
more games last season, and of the 
five recent expansion teams, only 


the Ottawa Senators failed to win at 
least 20. How do all these clubs play 
so respectably if they don’t have 
any players? They have goaltending and 
coaching, which today goes a lot further 
than it should. 

What do you have against good goal- 
tending and coaching? In the general 
scheme of things they keep the scores 
down and promote conservative play. 

How can you knock a team for get- 
ting the most out of what it has? You 
can't, of course. The Sharks’ Kevin 
Constantine, the Ducks’ Ron Wilson, the 
Lightning's Terry Crisp, and the Panthers 
Roger Neilson all coach organized, moti- 


Cc vated 
clubs that 
are turning the 
natives into real 
hockey fans. You don't 
see many 9-2 games, and 
that’s good. Then again, some 2-1 
games are worse than 9-2 games. 
How can you say that? The words dont 
exactly roll off our tongue in mid-yawn, but 
the problem is that there's little redress 
against these new designer-dressed clubs. 
They dump the puck and clutch and grab 
all night—severe annoyances to erudite 
puckheads in established hockey cities. 
Forward passing has been allowed in all 
zones of the NHL since 1928, but you 
wouldn’t know it when you watch the 
majority of regular-season games. 
Fortunately, the level of play improves dra- 
matically in the postseason because better 
clubs have the wherewithal to go after one 
another, and do. But too many tortoises 
chasing down a dwindling number of hares 
is putting us to sleep during January and 
February, 
What should the NHL do about it? 
That's a tough one. The knee-jerk answer is 
to enforce restraining fouls more strongly, 
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THE GAME! 
COSTACOS/BROTHERS 


NBA/FANTASY 


BOSTON CELTICS /Dee Bravn - BOSTON DEE PARTY 
CHARLOTTE HORNETS/Larry Johnson - JAM SESSION 
CHARLOTTE HORNETS /Alonzo Mourning - A.M. 
CHARLOTTE HORNETS /Alonzo Mourning - JAM SESSION 
DALLAS MAVERICKS Jimmy Jackson JAM SESSION 
DALLAS MAVERICKS (Jamal Mashburn - MONSTER MASH 
DENVER NUGGETS /Laphonso Ellis - HIGH ALTITUDE 
DETROIT PISTONS/Joe Dumars - HIGH PERFORMANCE 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS /Chris Mullin - OUTER LIMITS 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS/Tim Hardaway - DIE HARDER 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS/Chris Webber - HIGH IMPACT 
HOUSTON ROCKETS1994NBA WORLD CHAMPIONS - 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS /Ron Harper - DRIVING FORCE 
MIAMI HEAT/Glen Rice - GREAT BALLS OF FIRE 
MIAMI HEAT/Harold Miner - JAM SESSION 
NBA SLAM DUNK CHAMPIONS - 1984-1993 
NEW JERSEY NETS/Kenny Anderson - MAGNIFICENT 7 
NEW YORK KNICKS /Starks, Smith, Ewing, Oakley & Harper -SKYSCRAPERS 
NEW YORK KNICKS/Patrick Ewing - JAM SESSION 
NEW YORK KNICKS/John Starks - UNTAMED FURY 
ORLANDO MAGIC/Anfernee Hardaway - PENNY 
ORLANDO MAGIC/Shaquille O'Neal - JAM SESSION 
ORLANDO MAGIC/Shaquille O'Neal - Ril’ SHAKER 
PHOENIX SUNS/Charles Barkley - DESERT STORM 
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS/Clyde Drexler - JAM SESSION 
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS Cliff Robinson - CLIFF HANGER 
SACRAMENTO KINGS Mitch Richmond - SCORELORD 
SAN ANTONIO SPURS/David Robinson - JAM SESSION 
SEATTLE SUPERSONICS/Shawn Kemp - REIGN MAN 
UTAH JAZ2/Kari Malone - JAM SESSION 
UTAH JAZZJohn Stockton - POINT BREAK 


MLB 

ATLANTA BRAVES/Dave Justice - AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 
BALTIMORE ORIOLES/Ripken, Jr, Anderson & Palmeiro - BIRDS OF PREY 
BOSTON RED SOX/Roger Clemens - ROCKET 

CHICAGO WHITE SOXx/Tim Raines - ROCK OF AGES 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX/Frank Thomas - BhG BANG THEORY 
CHICAGO WHITE SOX/Robin Ventura - HOT CORNER 
CINCINNATI REDS/Barry Larkin - RED DAWN 

CINCINNAT! REDS/Deion Sanders - SPEED 

CLEVELAND INDIANS/Baerga, Belle & Lofton - THE TRIBE 
COLORADO ROCKIES/Andre Galarraga - THE BIG CAT 
COLORADO ROCKIES/David Nied - THE NIED FOR SPEED 
DETROIT TIGERS/Cecil Fielder - BIG DADDY 

FLORIDA MARLINS /Benito Santiago - THOU SHALL NOT STEAL 
HOUSTON ASTROS/Swindell, Harnisch & Orabek - SHOOTING STARS 
LOS ANGELES DODGERS /Mike Piazza - HARD TARGET 
MINNESOTA TWINS/Kirby Puckett - KIRBY 

NEW YORK METS/ Bobby Bonilla - THE AMAZIN’ MET 

NEW YORK YANKEESiJim Abbott - KING OF THE HILL 
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES/John Kruk - THE ALMIGHTY KRUK 
PITTSBURGH PIRATES /Andy Van Slyke - PIRATES TREASURE 
SEATTLE MARINERS/Ken Griffey, Jr - G-FORCE 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS/Barry Bonds - FULL BLAST 

TEXAS RANGERS Will Clark - IRON WILL 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS/Roberto Alomar - 2ND TO NONE 


NFL 

BUFFALO BILLS/Thurman Thomas - THURMAMATOR II 

BUFFALO BILLS/Bruce Smith - DOMINATION 

CINCINNAT! BENGALS/David Klingler - QUARTERBACK CLUB 
DALLAS COWBOYS, Troy Aikman - THE SILVER BULLET 

DALLAS COWBOYS /Emmitt Smith - TEXAS TWISTER 

DALLAS COWBOYS Michael Irvin - PLAYMAKER 

DENVER BRONCOS/John Elway - Quarterback Club 

DETROIT LIONS/Barry Sanders - ROARING 20 

GREEN BAY PACKERS /Grett Favre - QUARTERBACK CLUB 
GREEN BAY PACKERS/Sterling Sharpe - SHARPE DRESSED MAN 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS/Steve Emiman - HORSE POWER 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS/Thomas & Smith - RUSH HOUR 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS*(Ioe Montana - HAIL TO THE CHIEF 

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (Jeff Hostetler - QUARTERBACK CLUB 
MIAMI DOLPHINS Greise/Marino - AIR} SUPREMACY 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS/Drew Bledsoe - PATRIOT GAMES 
PITTSBURGH STEELERS Barry Foster - STEEL WHEELS 
PITTSBURGH STEELERS Neil O'Donnell - QUARTERBACK CLUB 
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (Junior Seau - SHOCK TREATMENT 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS/Rickey Watters - RAGING WAT TERS 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERSJerry Rice - ELITE 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS/Steve Young - RUN & GUN 

SEATTLE SEAHAWES/Rick Mirer - MATURAL WONDER 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS/Desmond Howard - DAWN OF A NEW ERA 


NBA DOOR-SIZE (26x74) 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS Alonzo Mourning - RUDE AWAKENING 
NEW YORK KNICKS /Patrick Ewing 

ORLANDO MAGIC. Shaquille O'Neal - TOWER OF POWER 
PHOENIX SUNS/Charles Barkley 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS/David Robinson 

SEATTLE SUPERSONICS/Shawn Kemp - SLAM DANCE 


DREAM TEAM Il 

SHAWN KEMP - USA BASKETBALL 

DAN MAJERLE - USA BASKETBALL 
LARRY JOHNSON - USA BASKETBALL 
DOMINIQUE WILKINS - USA BASKETBALL 
ALONZO MOURNING - USA BASKETBALL 
SHAQUILLE O'NEAL - USA BASKETBALL 
DERRICK COLEMAN - USA BASKETBALL 
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MONTREAL CANADIENS /Kirk Muller - CAPTAIN KIRK 
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PITTSBURGH PENGUINS/Mario Lemieux - ROUTE 66 
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SAN JOSE SHARKS/Pat Falloon - SHARK ATTACK 

ST. LOUIS BLUES/Brett Hull - THE GOLDEN BRETT 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNHING/Roman Hamr@©lik - HAMAR TIME 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS/ Doug Gilmour - KILLER INSTINCT 
VANCOUVER CANUCKS /Pavel Bure - RUSSIAN ROCKET 
WINNIPEG JETS/Teemu Selanne - JET POWERED 


COLLEGIATE POSTERS 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY SEMINOLES - Football 
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI HURRICANES - Football 
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE - Football 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA GATORS - Football 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN WOLVERINES - Basketball 
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS - Basketball 


NASCAR 

BRICK YARD 400 - Inaugural Race - August 6, 1994 - THUNDER ROAD 
KYLE PETTY - ROAD WARRIOR 

RICHARD PETTY - THE KING 

JEFF GORDON 

RUSTY WALLACE - LEADFOOT 


INDY CAR 

MARIO ANDRETTI - Champs Collection 
EMERSON FITIPALDI - Champs Collection 
A. FOYT, JA. - Champs Collection 
BOBBY RAHAL - Champs Collection 
DANNY SULLIVAN - Champs Collection 
AL UNSER, JA. - Ghamps Collection 

INDY 500 - THE TRADITION CONTINUES 


All Titles $5.95 Each Inside Sports - Mail Order Dept. 
Please specify titles ordered PO. Box AA1118 
and send with payment to: Evanston, IL 60204 
| enclosed $ Ss for __._—S—_ posters. 
Plus $3.50 postage & handling. 
Total $ . (Illinois residents add 7.75% tax) 
[|] CHECK OR |_| MONEY ORDER 
Name —EE————— = 
Pa ee Se _ Ss 
City - = ____ sat Zip — 


(Allow 4—6 weeks for delivery. Sorry, no foreign orders accepted; 
offer not available in Alaska, Hawall or Puerta Aico.) 


something the NHL annually announces 
it’s doing, to no permanent effect. The party 
line is that the players adjust and clean up 
their act, but it’s actually the officials who 
readjust to the way things always have 
been. They get tired of whistling the game 
to a virtual stop and having everyone 
screaming at them, so enforcement slacks 
off in anticipation of the next directive 
from the league on the latest penalty-of- 
the-month, 

Who’s to blame: the officials or the 
league? Neither. Unless the NHL goes to 
two referees, which probably would 
increase the number of whistles, hockey 
essentially is an impossible sport to 
officiate correctly: There simply is 
too much going on out there. The 
best referees are vigilant about 
the chippy stuff and call restrain- 
ing fouls only when they directly 
affect scoring chances. If they 
whistled all the interfer- 
ence they see, the 
games would consist 
only of faceoffs. You 
have to allow a ref- 
eree to be comfort- 
able with his judg- 
ment. Otherwise 

he projects no 
confidence and 
loses his feel for 

the game. 

Wouldn't better 
guidance from 
the league lead 
to standardiza- 
tion of calls and a 
better-officiated 
product? This season 
the refs will see tapes and 
regularly receive more instruction. 

That can’t hurt. Neither, ultimately, can the 
substantial salary increase the officials 
received last season. Now a promising 
amateur official won't need a wife with a 
good job before he can consider entering 
the trainee program and beginning the 
long climb up the ladder. The job will 
become more attractive, and the level of 
officiating should rise. 

Is it that bad now? Having said all the 
above, no, it isn’t. Officiating is so subjec- 
tive that players, coaches, and fans always 
are going to complain about it. 

If the officiating isn’t in crisis and 
labor peace has been achieved, what 
are the biggest problems Bettman 
faces? The state of the Edmonton Oilers 
and Hartford Whalers. The Oilers have 
been run into the ground by owner Peter 
Pocklington’s cash-flow problems. It’s 
doubtful they're going to get enough relief 
from the collective bargaining agreement 


to keep their better players and begin to 
compete again. Hartford at least has new 
ownership and a future Norris Trophy win- 
ner in Chris Pronger, but the Whalers can't 
score, and attendance is horrendous. The 
team gave up three No. 1 draft choices to 
sign defenseman Glen Wesley, who hardly 
is a star, and that’s no way to build. 
Aren’t the Winnipeg Jets in the 
same boat? No, because the Jets have 24- 
year-old Teemu Selanne, who scored 76 
goals two seasons ago, plus a new general 
manager, John Paddock, who is intent on 
changing the chemistry of an overly 
Europeanized team. 

Isn’t it bigoted to suggest that 


Winnipeg hasn’t been able to win 
because it has too many European 
players? Yes. It's despicable that Thomas 
Steen, the Jets Swedish-born center, says 
his team has had too many Europeans. 

Should we cry big Zamboni tears 
that we shall never see Chicago 
Stadium and St. Louis Arena again, 
and remain ever mournful that the 
old barns in Montreal, Boston, 
Vancouver, and Philadelphia may 
soon outlive their usefulness? Yes, 
weep away, and not just because were get- 
ting nostalgic about crowded corridors, 
narrow seats, and long lines for the bath- 
room. The new arenas, gleaming and rev- 
enue-producing though they might be, 
reflect a lack of foresight by the league, 
The players have become too big and fast 
to play in a 200-foot-by-85-foot rink any- 
more. Routine collisions are putting too 
many gate attractions into street clothes. 
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There has been talk of new arenas in 
Quebec, Buffalo, Ottawa, Miami, Tampa, 
Dallas, Winnipeg, and Los Angeles. If 
those come to pass, in the next decade 
more than half the NHL teams could be 
playing in new venues. Those arenas could 
have been built to accommodate a larger 
playing surface. 
But isn’t international hockey pas- 
sionless because of the lack of con- 
tact on the larger ice surface? Yes, so 
we wouldn't have gone as far as 100-foot 
widths, only to 90 or 92—just enough to 
put more outside speed into the game and 
take more clutchers and grabbers out of it. 
That would have brought relief to knees 
and backs, and to stressed-out officials. 
But it’s too late now. 
Will an NHL team ever be 
back in Minnesota? It's 
— inevitable. Minneapolis’ 
Target Center badly 
needs another tenant, 
and some franchise 
is going to be look- 
ing for anew home 
soon. Absence will 
make Minnesota 
hearts grow 
fonder for the 


NHL, and a team will thrive with a fresh 
start there. 


little Big Man 

Was Chris Chelios serious when he 
suggested somebody might do away 
with Bettman to solve the NHL’s 
labor woes? Or had the Blackhawks 
defenseman just watched “Good- 
fellas” too many times? Neither. 
Chelios has been playing hockey a long 
time, that’s all. 

Is Bettman as heavy-handed, Mach- 
iavellian, condescending, and wor- 
shipful of the bottom line as he 
seems? Yes. 

As an American who prepared him- 
self to run the NHL by serving as 
NBA senior vice president and gen- 
eral counsel, can Bettman tell the 
difference between Jeff Brown and 


Order the entire 
Homework Basketball Series! 


Pistol Pete Maravich . . . the name still rings 
in the ears of basketball fans across America. 
College basketball's all-time leading scorer 
(3,667 points and a 44.2 points per game 
average} ... NBA All-Star (nearly 16,000 
points and a 24.2 points per game 
average) ... and finally, the youngest 
professional inductee into the Basketball Hall 
of Fame. 

Now Pistol Pete Maravich introduces the 
most comprehensive instructional 
series ever produced— 
Pistol Pete's 
Homework 

Basketball. 


No other 
series can 
offer the 
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many-faceted combination of instruction, 
motivation and the one-of-a-kind drills that 
made Pete Maravich one of basketball's 
brightest stars. 

From the basic fundamentals to the 
advanced tips, it’s all here. Homework 
Basketball \s a way of mastering the game 
that is unmatched by any other instructional 
series. 

Now order all four individual tapes in the 
Homework Basketball Series: 


¢ Shooting ¢ Ball-Handling 
¢ Passing ¢ Dribbling 


Whether your goal is making the 
team...or making the Hall of Fame, if you 


master the Homework Basketball 
approach you'll have everything you need to 
give you the edge over any opponent. 


$29.95 Each 


All four tapes $119.00 
To order add $3.00 postage & handling for one 


tape; $5.00 for two or more. Illinois residents add 
7/4% tax. Specify tape(s) desired and send your 
name and address with check or money order to: 
Inside Sports 

FO. Box AA1118, Evanston, IL 60204 
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Dave Brown? Not even if he had just 
seen the two take back-to-back penalty 
shots. 

So the players are right when they 
say Bettman is a clueless, power- 
tripping punk out to punish them 
for no reason other than his own 
gratification? No, Whoever the owners 
picked for commissioner would be obligat- 
ed to fight the same fight. Bettman’s job is 
to keep the franchises in Edmonton, 
Calgary, Quebec, Winnipeg, Ottawa, 
Pittsburgh, and Hartford in business so 
that cities such as Houston, Atlanta, 
Phoenix, Minneapolis, and Seattle can 
bring the league $75 million each in expan- 
sion fees. If the players were as much of a 
union as they claim to be, they would look 
at things similarly. They'd want not just 
more money, but more jobs. 


Is the NHL ever going to get rid of 
fighting? The strongest-ever push by 
doves within the sport was repelled a year 


ago, and there hasn't been any groundswell 
since. 

Should it still be an issue? Fighting 
always has been a larger image concern 
than it is an actual hazard. For the number 
of fans fighting brings in, the league 
spends too much time and effort defending 
and policing it. 

To be fair, fighting does in some cases 

keep sticks on the ice instead of in groins. 
But most goon-vs.-goon fights have as 
much effect on play as a brawl in the 
stands, and most of the punch-ups are as 
stupid as they are boring—something the 
producers for the 11 o’clock news haven't 
caught on to yet. 
Speaking of television, how big a 
coup for Bettman is the NHL’s five- 
year, $155 million deal with Fox? 
The take comes to a little more than 
$1 million per team per year, which nowa- 
days buys you one second-line left wing. 
Still, this is the first time since 1974-75 that 
a major network has found hockey to be a 
worthwhile buy, so the Fox deal signals 
that the NHL finally has acquired a nation- 
al presence. The emergence of a well-fund- 
ed fourth network run by Australians per- 
haps not fully attuned to hockey’s dismal 
history on television certainly didn’t hurt 
the NHL's bargaining position. Neither did 
the interest of another network that just 
lost the NFL and has only the NCAA 
Tournament and “Rescue 911” remaining. 


The Good, the Bad, 
and the Ugly 


What coaches are most likely to 
be missing from Fox broad- 
casts, or any hockey shows for 
that matter, by the end of the 
season? Jacques Demers, only one 
year removed from the Cup, may 
be removed from the Canadiens 
bench for the simple reason that 
Montreal's populace always over- 
rates the team’s talent. Demers 
might be racing Penguins coach 
Eddie Johnston to the firing line, 
because Pittsburgh isn't so strong 
anymore that the team can run 
itself. The Los Angeles Kings’ 
Barry Melrose, who last season 
suffered the hard realization that 
he didn't invent the game, has new 
owners, a new general manager, and 
hopefully a new appreciation of his 
vulnerability. Chicago's Darryl Sutter 
will get a chance to lose in the first 
round for the third straight season 
before he goes the way of all coaches. 
Who is certain to be one of the 
first coaches hired? Mike Milbury, 
one of the game's great self-promoters, is 
perfectly situated now in the ESPN studio. 
Who will be the NHL’s rookie of the 
year? Quebec's Forsberg. 
Who will be runner-up? Paul Kariya of 
Anaheim. 
Who is the best goalie? For year-in, 
year-out consistency, Montreal's Patrick 
Roy is in his own zone. Richter, Tom 
Barrasso, Grant Fuhr, Bill Ranford, and 
Mike Vernon are good enough to have 
backstopped Stanley Cup winners, and 
Toronto’s Felix Potvin is plenty good 
enough to win someday. Let’s go around 
the block a few more times with Hasek, 
Joseph, and New Jersey's Martin Brodeur 
before we anoint them. 
How do the Washington Capitals 
manage to remain so colorless, odor- 
less, and tasteless year after year? 
In this league, you can become a victim of 
your own competence—penalized by a low 
draft position so that you never get anyone 
more exciting than Dmitiri Khristich. 
Then again, you have to spend money and 
take chances to break through. The Caps 
remain the personification of their laconic 
owner, Abe Pollin, and their competent and 
conservative GM, David Poile. 
Who are the really smart operators 
in the league? John Muckler of Buffalo 
knows what he wants and last season 
showed he was smart enough to coach 
exactly what he has. Keenan, during a pre- 
vious reincarnation as a GM in Chicago, pil- 


66 


INSIDE SPORTS 


fered Chelios and a second-round draft 
pick for fast-fading Denis Savard. Cliff 
Fletcher built a Cup winner in Calgary and 
then within two years turned around the 
Maple Leafs, long the worst-run franchise 
in sports. Craig Patrick won two Stanley 
Cups in Pittsburgh, and while running the 
Rangers he drafted Brian Leetch and Mike 
Richter, Pat Quinn has picked St. Louis’ 
pocket consistently to make the Canucks, 
historically only slightly less laughable 
than the L e a a winner. 
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smarter all the t > Dallas’ Bob 
Caines ‘sees danthy-1 arias fulness, and 
intelligence. New Jersey coach Jacques 
Lemaire did a remarkable job with much 
the same team U.S. Olympic miracle-work- 
er Herb Brooks couldn't move off the .500 
dime. Don't laugh, but Ottawa’s Rick 
Bowness is a smart guy working for guys 
who are at least smart enough to see that 
its not this f ault. 
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Neil Sinith: until fi Bh Keenan away. 
Glen Sather, until the Oilers were sunk by 
the sheer weight of Pocklington’s money 
problems and a not-very-spiffy drafting 
record. Montreal’s Serge Savard, until he 
traded Chelios. 
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and: > He and Toronto’s Pat 
Bur ns are Nag! 1 and la. Gainey and 
Lemaire, who are less contentious than 
Keenan and Burns, and may have longer 
shelf lives as a result, are Nos. 2 and 2a. 
Some of the expansion guys are doing a lot 
with a little, but let’s see them take a team 
with talent and expectations for a long 
playoff ride or two before we clear space in 
the Hall of Fame. 
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? In the tien, run, Los Angeles, which 
pai up Tocchet from Pittsburgh for 
Robitaille. Tocchet does more things to 
help you win than just score goals. But 
Robitaille is two years younger, doesn't 
have a bad back, and is automatic for 40 to 


30 Boals for at least the next five years. 
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3; Ottawa so awful? The Senators 
don't iabed one  dafensernan who would be 
even a No. 4 man on a playoff team. 


t time? What, do you think we know 
everything? m 


JAY GREENBERG has been following the 
NHL since 1974. Some Canadian puckheads 
refer to him as the best hockey writer south of 
their border. 
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On Home Video! 


In this hilarious companion 
volume to his Number One 
best-selling sports comedy 
video, BAD GOLF MADE 
EASIER, Leslie Nielsen, the 
world’s greatest bad golfer, 
takes on the arrogant club 
champion, Brad Van 
Courtland, and teaches him 
a thing or two about bad 
golf the Leslie Nielsen way. 


Pick up your copies at 


or wherever home 
videos are sold. 
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momentous, even 
magical, process; 

_ now it’s a phony 
parade 
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waved to her loyal 

didn’t get much bet- - 

ing like the Heis- 

Trophy was to be 

didn’t matter how your * 

Blanchard and Glenn ; 

in 1945 and ’46, and Dick 

Other Heisman winners included 

came adversity that ran from here to eter- 

the Heisman. Tom Harmon won it, and so 
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ter than that. 
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man Trophy, either. 
To win a Heisman 
guaranteed football 
immortality. It really 
professional career 
turned out. After all, Doc 
Davis won the award in ~ 
back-to-back years for Army 
Kazmaier won it playing for 
Princeton—Princeton!—in 1951. 
Pete Dawkins, a war hero; Ernie Davis, 
a tragic hero; and Jim Plunkett, who over- 
nity. 
That isn't to say great players never won 
did Roger Staubach and OJ. Simpson. Tony 
Dorsett and Earl Campbell won in back-to- 
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NFL Country A story-filled trip through an 
NFL season with music by top-selling coun- 
try artists Billy Ray Cyrus, George Strait, 
Randy Travis, and others. NFO8549) 
$19.95 


NFL Goes Motown Motown’s greatest hits 
accompany “The Ice Bowl,” “The Orange 
Crush,” “The Hogs,” and other NFL legacies! 
NFO85489 $19.95 


NFL Greatest Rivalries The complete 
chronicles of five great feuds, including 
Bears vs. Packers and Cowboys vs. 
Redskins. NFO85493 $19.95 


NFL Rocks Extreme Football A non-stop 
explosion of sight and sound, where the 
hottest licks on the field meet up with 
hard-driving rock ‘n' roll! NFOS7685 
$19.95 


Talk of the NFL Wired-for-sound on-field 
action that allows you to listen in on the 
seldom-heard world of pro football. 
NFO85381 $19.95 


FOOTBALL CARD 


Football Card Follies NFL Films takes you 
through an extensive collection of “folly” 
football cards featuring mispelled names, 
wrong positions, and other foul-ups. 
NFO85495 $19.95. 


NFL's Hungriest Men of the ‘90s Get into 
the trenches and hear bone-jarring colli- 
sions only the toughest men could survive! 
Includes profiles of Emmitt Smith and 
Michael Irvin. NFO85751 $19.95 
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Super Bowl Dream Team Here's the ulti- 
mate team, including Montana, Harris, 
Swann, Rice, Hendricks, and others, as 
picked by the readers of NFL's Pro 
Magazine. NFO85139 $14.95 
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NFO85129 $14.95 
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NFO85375 $14.95 
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back years, and Marcus Allen took it a few 
years later. But it wasn’t what happened in 
the pros that mattered (only six Heisman 
winners are in the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame) or even how many games your team 
won in your Heisman season—Notre 
Dame was 2-8 the year Paul Hornung won. 
What mattered was that a Heisman winner 
was not only someone special, but some- 
thing special. A Heisman winner had a 
mystique about him; it was almost as if that 
famous trophy with the running back hold- 
ing his arm outstretched was designed to 
keep people from getting too close to the 
winner, lest they learn too much. 

Today, though, Bert Parks is dead, and 
the Miss America pageant might as well 
be. Regis and Kathie Lee? Are 
you kidding? Who knows— 
maybe next year they'll host 
the Heisman TV show. 

Of course the TV show is a 
major part of the problem. 
The Heisman isn’t so much an 
award anymore as a made-for- 
TV event, a show that drags 
out 30 seconds’ worth of infor- 
mation for 30 minutes. In- 
evitably, everyone knows who 
the winner is long before the 
telecast starts—in 1993 
Charlie Ward's victory was 
assured about three months 
before the season started— 
and it’s pointless to drag on 
with all the silly interviews 
and the hyped features, and 
all the thanking of mothers and fathers and 
grandmothers and grandfathers and fore- 
bears and coaches and teammates and sis- 
ters and cousins and aunts... 

You get the picture. The winner of the 
Heisman ‘Trophy shouldn't be squirming 
uncomfortably in a suit. He should be a leg- 


end posing with his arms wrapped around | 


the trophy. He should be someone who, like 
Doug Flutie, wins the award by throwing a 
Hail Mary pass 60 yards into the Miami 
endzone to win an unwinnable game; some- 
one who, like Billy Cannon, runs back a 
punt for a touchdown on Halloween night 
with all of America watching. 

He should not be the player whose 
sports information office had the biggest 
budget to spend on life-size posters or on 
postcards sent by overnight mail to update 
Joe Heisman’s statistics. He should not win 
on the strength of one great game on 
national TV or because Notre Dame has 
the greatest publicity operation in the his- 
tory of this nation. 

Somewhere amid all the posturing and 
hype that has overrun the award in the last 
10 to 15 years, the approximately 800 
media members who receive ballots each 


year have lost their way. No one ever has 
said the Heisman winner should be the 
best NFL prospect. That’s not what the 
award is supposed to be. However, consider 
this: Since 1982, when Herschel Walker 
earned the award, only one Heisman win- 
ner—Barry Sanders, who won in ’89—has 
made an impact in the NFL. 

Since then you're talking about Mike 
Rozier and Vinny Testaverde and Tim 
Brown and Andre Ware and Ty Detmer 
and—where have you gone, Bert Parks?— 
Gino Torretta. It’s unfair to include Flutie in 
that group because everyone knew he was 
too small for the NFL, but he deserved the 
award because in 1984 he was an extraordi- 
nary college quarterback. Bo Jackson is 
exempt, too, because we'll 
never know how good he 
might have been in the NFL. 

Heisman winners who don't 
pan out in the pros are not a 
new phenomenon. And to 
repeat: NFL success should 
not be a barometer for 
whether a Heisman winner 


The question, 
then, is, can 
the Heisman 
be saved? 
The answer 
is a definite 
maybe. 


deserved the award. But only one NFL 
impact player in 11 years? Toretta wasn't 
even in the league at last glance, and Ward 
is suiting up for the New York Knicks. The 
Knicks, if you recall, play basketball. 

The question, then, is, can the Heisman 
be saved? The answer is a definite maybe. 

First, the TV show has to go. It’s embar- 
rassing schlock, and it demystifies the win- 
ner before he even accepts the trophy. 
Second, even though there will be scream- 
ing and yelling in newsrooms across the 
nation, all media members should be 
stripped of their votes. In general, print 
and broadcast journalists don’t see enough 
games, have incurable biases of some kind, 
and are influenced much too heavily by 
gaudy statistics and television. 


put Alcorn State quarterback Steve 
McNair on its cover in September and 
demand he be awarded the Heisman. It 
makes the point that the Heisman winner 
shouldn't have to come from Notre Dame 
or Michigan or Miami or Florida State. 
However, bestowing the trophy on anyone 
in September makes no sense. 

The Heisman Trophy should be decided 


by a rotating panel of five former winners 
of the award. Their identities should be 
kept secret until the day the winner is 
announced so they won't be bombarded 
with hype and stats and posters—not to 
mention freebies of every kind. They 
should be told that in selecting a winner, 
they will either enhance or drag down the 
prestige of the award they themselves pre- 
viously won. Make certain they go to as 
many games as they need to and supply 
them with a satellite dish so they can see 
as many games as possible. 

Do not let them anywhere near Beano 
Cook unless you want Notre Dame quarter- 
back Ron Powlus to win the award for the 
next 10 years. (Beano still will be voting for 
Powlus when he's in the NFL.) Do not let 
them talk to Lou Holtz because that will 
guarantee an 11-way tie among the 11 quar- 
terbacks Notre Dame will face that season. 

Be honest about the award: Specify that 
it is for offensive skill-position players only. 
No lineman is going to win, and there are 
separate awards now for them and for 
defensive players, anyway. 

Change the voting panel each year. 
Allow voters to pull the duty more than 
once, but don't fall into a pattern that can 
be figured out. Announce the winner at 
halftime of the Army-Navy game, because 
more people should watch that game, and 
because Heisman winners such as 
Blanchard and Davis, Dawkins and 


| Staubach, and even Joe Bellino helped 


make the award what it was when it truly 
was something. Let one of the former win- 
ners on the selection panel begin halftime 
by making the announcement, and let that 
be it—no interview by satellite, no extend- 
ed thanks. 

The Heisman Trophy is like anything 
else in sports: If it's allowed to run amok, 


eventually it will kill itself. Ask the major 


league baseball owners or anyone who has 
had to work with a professional tennis play- 
er. Sometimes a step backward can be a 
step forward. The Heisman should be sim- 
plified and de-hyped. Any player whose 
sports information director sends out a 
special hype package automatically should 
be disqualified from the race, and the SID 
should be forced to listen to four hours of 
Holtz talking about why he’s scared to 


| death of Navy. 
For instance, it's noble for a magazine to | 


Even in the 90s, smaller can be better. 
No one ever made a life-size poster of John 
Heisman. He never once played on TV. His 
award deserves to be given back its digni- 
ty. 

After all, if things keep going in their 
current direction, it won't be long before we 
turn on our TVs on a December Saturday 
and find Regis and Kathie Lee singing, 
“There he is, he won the He-is-man...” 
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our Ticket to the Uitimate Games 
or the first time ever, actual game broadcasts are now available to Baseball fans with the BASEBALL'S 
GREATEST GAMES video series. The first six match-ups in this unprecedented video series feature: 


© Classic baseball games from five 
decades (1952-1991) 
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Dona cee g © Authentic broadcasts and actual [el WORD SUAS CINE : A te : 

New York Yankees / play-by-play | Boston Red Sox/Gincinnati Reds 
Brooklyn Dodgers © More than 90 minutes of actual pegarceney av ey ae means 


game in World Series history, it kept 
anational television audience on the 
edge Ofits seat. The 12-inning 
melodrama featured rallies, great 
plays, and heroic performances. 
Boston's CarltonFisk hit a 12th- 
inning game-winning home run, 
that stunned the Reds, and tied the 
Series abithiree wins each. 

Item #300. 


Two home runs by Brooklyn's Duke 
Snider and solo blasts by Yankees 
Mickey Mantle and Yogi Berra were 
overshadowed by a memorable 
mishap; Dodgers pitcher Billy Loes 
lost a ground ball in the sun, and it 
proved to be a pivotal play ina 
tense 3-2 Yankees victory that tied 
the Series at three wins apiece. 
Item #302. 
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game footage — not just the 
highlights! 
¢ A video introduction to each game 
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1986 World Series Game 6 


1978 American League 

East Payot ". 124 minules; Color 
91 minutes, Color | New York'Mets/ 
New York Yankees/Boston Red Sox. Boston Red Sox 


Yogi Berra’s truism, “lant 
over till it's over.” was never 

' more in effect than inthis game 
| when the Miracle Mets incredibly 
vanquished the Boston Red Sox} 
6-5, denying the Red Sox their 
first World Series championship 
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the’Yanks’ ninth-place batter, Bucky 


Dent, who sealed Boston's fate with sie in 68 years. 

an improbable three-run home run Item #301. 

over Fenway's “Green Monster.” 

Item #304. 

1988 World Series Game 6 | 199] World Series Game 7 

94 minutes, Color 4 983 minutes, Color 

Los Angeles Dodgers /Oakland A’s | Minnesota Twins/ Atlanta Braves 


| The Twins and Braves played in one of the 
greatest Series of all time. Five games were 
decided by only one ,un: three went extra 
innings. In the decisive Game Seven, Jack 
Morris pitched a masterful 10-inning 
shutout as the Twins proved victorious, 1-0. 
Item #303. 


On paper, it looked like a complete 
mismatch, the powerful Oakland A’s lineup 
against the overachieving Los Angeles 
Dodgers. But in the bottom of the ninth 
inning, of Game One, in one of the most 
dramatic moments in World Series history, 
Kirk Gibson pinch-hit a two-out, two-run 
homer off Oakland relief ace Dennis 
Eckersley to give the Dodgers a stunning 
victory. Item #305. 
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The film’s crew strived to recreate 
__ the look of the era but-left it to 
Jones [right] to capture the 
essence of the man. 
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movie: “You know, 
this isn’t really a 
baseball movie.” 
Baseball movies are 
always defensive 
about being baseball 
movies. Partly this is 
because of some- 
thing else you 
always hear on the 
set of baseball 
movies: Sports 
movies don’t make 
money. That’s what 
anyone in Hollywood 
will tell you: “Oh, 
those things never 
show a. profit.” 
Hollywood people 
sound a lot like base- 
ball executives. 
Nothing they do 
ever shows a profit. 
Hollywood has 
been making base- 
ball movies since 
before there was a 
World Series—in 
fact, since before 
there was a Holly- 
wood. Thomas 
Edison made the 
first baseball movie 
in 1903, and there 
have been more than 
400 filmed since 
then. You'd think 
somebody was mak- 
ing money some- 
where along the line. 


“Pride of the Yankees,” “It Happens Every 
Spring,” “Fear Strikes Out,” “Damn 
Yankees,” “Bull Durham,” “Field of 
Dreams”—it’s hard to believe none of 
those movies showed a profit. 


URING THE FILMING OF 
“Cobb” last spring, you couldn't 
be on the set for five minutes 
without hearing what you always 
hear when you're on the set of a baseball 
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The making of “Cobb” 
proved to be a lesson 
in deconstructing a 
hero—and perhaps a 
movie genre as well 
By ALLEN BARRA 


JANUARY 1995 
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The $25 million screen biography of Ty 
Cobb, which opens later this month, was 
directed by Ron Shelton, who wrote and 
directed “Bull Durham” and “White Men 
Can't Jump.” Those were two of the most 


successful sports 
movies—with a 
combined gross of 
perhaps $250 mil- 
lion—never to show 
a profit. Of course, 
“Bull Durham” and 
“White Men Can't 
Jump” weren't just 
sports movies. They 
were movies about 
love, sex, race, 
friendships, and the 
uniquely American 
way sports tie into 
all those things. 
That said, we 
must agree that 
“Cobb” isn’t really a 
baseball movie— 
certainly not in the 
usual sense, and not 
even in the sense 
that “Bull Durham” 
was a_ baseball 
movie. Ty Cobb was 
perhaps the most 
demonic figure ever 
to appear on a base- 
ball field. For Cobb, 
baseball wasn't a 
game; it was 
conflict, and the 
conflict involved not 
just his opposition, 
but teammates, um- 
pires, and fans as 
well. “Cobb” is 
about unrelenting 
rage and competi- 


tive drive, and how the man failed to chan- 
nel those forces into anything constructive 
off the field. It’s about life as war. 

As a player, Cobb slashed the legs of 
infielders foolish enough to challenge his 
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Shelton [right] reveals the game’s darker side 
in a film that “isn’t a baseball movie per se.” 


right of passage; he would sit on the 
dugout steps and sharpen his spikes with a 
file, grinning as opposing players walked 
by and tried to ignore the sound of grind- 
ing metal. At bat or on the bases he would 
bait opponents mercilessly, trying to 
unnerve them into mistakes. Woe to the 
man with a drinking problem or troubles at 
home—everything was fair game to Cobb. 

Off the field, Cobb was no better. He beat 
two wives, attacked blacks without provo- 
cation, and alienated three children. He 
once took a train to Princeton, N.J., just to 
horsewhip his son for flunking out of 
school. Ernest Hemingway, not exactly 
squeamish in his choice of companions, 
may have summed up Cobb best. “The 
greatest of ballplayers,” Hemingway told 
friends. “And an absolute shit.” 


hat, in slightly more graphic 
imagery, is one of the things pop 
singer Jimmy Buffett calls Tommy 
Lee Jones, who plays Cobb, in a scene in 
the movie. Babe Ruth once went into the 
stands after a heckler; many years later 


Albert Belle threw a ball at one. Cobb did 
them both one better. He went after and 
beat up a heckler who didn't have use of his 
hands. 

The “amputee heckler,” as 
the script called him, is played 
by Buffett, who happens to be a 
friend of the producer. Buffett 
thoroughly enjoyed his acting 
debut. “When Ron explained 
the scene to me, I thought 
‘What a blast; let’s get going,” 
Buffett said. “Then Tommy Lee 
Jones came over the fence, up 
into the stands, screaming and 
breathing fire.” Was Jones con- 
vincing? “I was convinced,” 
Buffett said. “I left a puddle on 
my seat to prove it.” 

The baseball sequences for 
“Cobb” were filmed in historic 
Rickwood Field in Birming- 
ham, Ala., the oldest standing 
professional baseball park in 
the world. All the in-park 
scenes are convincing. In fact, 
even though only a small por- 
tion of the film deals with 
Cobb’s playing career, a dispro- 
portionate share of the budget 
went toward achieving period 
authenticity. Pre-World War I 
product signs—Coca-Cola, 
Safety Razors, et al—cover the 
outfield fences. (Anyone who 
decries the amount of advertis- 
ing in ballparks nowadays 
should check out photos of old 
parks, many of which packed 
twice the number of billboards into half the 
stadium space.) NO BETTING signs, ironical- 
ly common in a period when wagering on 
baseball was rife, obscure the modern 
chain-link fences. An old-fashioned “punch 
board” scoreboard keeps track of games 
involving the Philadelphia Athletics, 
Boston Braves, and St. Louis Browns— 
teams long since relocated. 

The players wear old-fashioned heavy 
wool uniforms that on a hot day soak up 
perspiration like sponges. On location, 
actor Gary Talbert walked by in a dark uni- 
form, drying himself with a towel. Wait— 
isn't he playing a member of the home 
team? “I am,” he said, wiping his brow. 
“This uniform was white when I put it on 
five hours ago.” 

The presence of former big-league play- 
ers and current Birmingham residents 
“Harry the Hat” Walker and Bob Veale also 
add authenticity to “Cobb.” Walker, the 
National League batting champion in 1947, 
retired in 1955. Veale won 120 big-league 
games from 1962 to '74, and he’s now head 
groundskeeper at Rickwood. However, 
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even if their careers had overlapped in the 
‘0s, they couldn't have met in Rickwood, 
which was the home field for two separate 
teams: the Barons and the Black Barons. 

Ironically this segregated double-duty 
allowed Rickwood to host more quality 
players than perhaps any other profession- 
al park. Cobb, Babe Ruth, Joe DiMaggio, 
Ted Williams, Warren Spahn, Dizzy Dean, 
Shoeless Joe Jackson, Christy Matthewson, 
and a score of other old-time major league 
greats played there either as minor-lea- 
guers or in exhibition games. Rickwood 
also saw the likes of Negro League leg- 
ends Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, Cool Papa 
Bell, and Piper Davis. 

In the modern era, many of the players 
who would form the core of the world 
champion Oakland A’s teams in the early 
‘70s were nurtured at Rickwood, when the 
Southern League Barons were an A’s farm 
team. Belle, Bo Jackson, Jose Canseco, and 
at least 10 other current big-leaguers 
played there. 

Nowadays the Barons play in a shiny 
new park in the suburbs, where a prospect 
named Michael Jordan packed them in last 
summer. Recently, though, for some 
strange reason, Birmingham has awakened 
to Rickwood as the symbol of a past it often 
has denied. As one puzzled Chamber of 
Commerce employee said, “If half the peo- 
ple who volunteered their services for 
Rickwood had lent some time to the Civil 
Rights Museum, we'd have had that three 
years sooner.” Why the late rush to recog- 
nize Rickwood's history? Probably because 
baseball always has been a symbol of com- 
monality in American life, even when the 
reality was segregation. We see innocence 
in the game that was played in Rickwood, 
even if the game was not so innocent as we 
would believe. 

With no professional team playing at 
Rickwood and no solid economic base in 
the area, the field is doomed, despite the 
occasional Hollywood movie filmed there. 
No matter how cheery the boosters with 
their FRIENDS OF RICKWOOD T-shirts, they 
seem to know it, too—which, of course, 
only makes their optimism more 
admirable. Someday, someone who remem- 
bers there was a ballpark at that site will 
ride by and voice some variation of Roger 
Kahn's words when he confronted the 
Brooklyn apartment building where 
Ebbets Field once stood: “Sweet Moses, 
white or black, who will remember?” Here's 
hoping “Cobb” does its part to help us 
remember. 


ary McCord-Short, who does PR 
for the nearby University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, walked 
into Rickwood dressed in a black three- 
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piece pin-striped suit with a bowler hat. 
McCord-Short usually doesn’t dress that 
way, but on this day she was an extra, one 
of the few hundred who answered the call 
to come to Rickwood for crowd scenes. 
“But there aren't enough of us,” she 
lamented. “They caught Birmingham at a 
time when most students are out of town, 
and most local people don't have any place 
to park. I hope they have some kind of spe- 
cial effects to cover this.” 

They do. Enter the “Tys” and “Babes”: 
two-dimensional photo standups that pass 
for spectators when placed on a ballpark 
seat. Most are one of two types: a slender, 
bow-tied fellow in a straw hat—the crew 
called him “Ty’—and a heavyset guy in a 
newsboy cap, a dead-ringer for Ruth. You 
can see Tys and Babes in several baseball 
movies, particularly “The Babe,” which 
starred John Goodman. They're popular, 
they work cheap, and unlike actors they 
don't have unions or agents. Unfortunately, 
they lack a certain expressiveness. 

To get around the shortage of flesh-and- 
blood extras, Shelton devised a simple 
solution. During a scene in which the 
crowd boos Cobb and pelts him with 
garbage, the live crowd seated amid the 
Tys and Babes rose and yelled at Shelton’s 
command; then the crowd moved to anoth- 
er section of the stands, and the process 
was repeated. Once the separate crowd 
shots are spliced with cuts to a sullen-look- 
ing Jones, the effect is that of a camera 
sweeping a stadium filled with thousands 
of angry spectators. 

Shelton, who played minor league ball 


for five seasons before going to Hollywood 
to write screenplays, found it amusing that 
such a scene might actually have hap- 
pened in Rickwood perhaps 70 or 80 years 
ago. “Cobb played here,” Shelton said. “He 
played barnstorming tours here, and he 
played just as hard in those games as in 


the major leagues. He must have been 
booed here. 

“Just imagine—his nickname was ‘the 
Georgia Peach, Peach! That’s amazing. 
Who could have given him that for a nick- 
name?” 

Shelton’s affection for the game's history 
is why Rickwood Field was chosen in the 
first place—and interestingly, INSIDE 
SPORTS played a small part in the decision. 
“You're part of the reason,” Shelton said. “I 
saw a piece in INSIDE SPORTS a couple of 
years ago on Rickwood and the players 
who had been here [June 1992, written by 
this writer]. We were thinking about shoot- 
ing in Georgia, but the further along we 
got into production, the more | realized we 


had to shoot the baseball 
scenes on a field where Cobb 
actually played.” 

In the version of the script we 
were privy to, baseball played 
only a small part in the overall 
story. “Well, that’s true,” Shelton 
said. “‘Cobb’ isn't a baseball 
movie per se. No, I mean it. 
Look, I made a baseball movie, 
‘Bull Durham; and I said it was 
a baseball movie. It was about a 
lot of other things, of course—it 
* was about sex, religion, the line 
in the American character that goes 
straight from Walt Whitman to baseball. It 
was about how men try to extend their 
youth through sports, how they can’t give 
up the dreams they had as boys. But, OK, 
‘Bull Durham’ was a baseball movie, But 
‘Cobb’ is not.” 
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real Cobb both took cuts at Rickwood. 


Judging from the script and the sources 
from which it was taken, “Cobb” is a movie 
about a man possessed by anger, a psychot- 
ic who played out his rage on a baseball 
field and then, when his playing days were 
over, took it out on everyone around him. 
“If 1 had to compare what we're doing here 
with another film, I don’t know what it 
would be,” Shelton said. How about 
“Raging Bull”? 

Shelton paused, then said: “That movie 
has such a reputation. I hate to sound pre- 
sumptuous to compare my film to Martin 
Scorcese’s, and I haven't even finished this 
one yet, but, yes, if 1 had to suggest some- 
thing that ‘Cobb’ may be like, I hope it 
would be ‘Raging Bull?” 
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In that case, how about this title: “Raging 
Peach”? Shelton stared for a moment. “T'll 
get back to you on that one, OK?” 


hen a Grade-A tornado swept 
‘ through outlying areas of 
Birmingham and killed 15 


across the state—a headline in a small- 
town Alabama paper afterward read HURRI- 
CANE KILLS EIGHT IN CHURCH COLLAPSE, INTER- 
RUPTS FILMING OF ‘COBB’—conditions sent 
the crew inside a warehouse to shoot a 
scene between the aging Cobb and Al 
Stump, the sportswriter who worked on 
Cobb’s story over the last few months of 
Cobb’s life. Stump’s article, “Ty Cobb’s 
Wild, Ten Day Fight to Live,” is considered 
one of the classics of modern sportswrit- 
ing, and Algonquin Books has issued a new 
edition of his full-length biography of Cobb. 

Stump is played by Robert Wuhl, who 
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has become a fixture in Shelton’s films. He 
played a coach in “Bull Durham” and also 
appeared in “Blaze,” Shelton’s film about 
the love affair between Louisiana Gov, Earl 
Long and stripper Blaze Starr. A baseball 
fanatic, Wuhl pores over numbers for his 
Rotisserie team when he’s not studying 
lines. He greeted the crew each day with a 
baseball-related joke. The typical punchline 
could jeopardize INSIDE SPORTS’ reputation 
as a family publication, but suffice it to say 
that men guffawed, women giggled, and 
everyone was loosened up. 

For this scene, Jones played Cobb as a 
man of 70 with cancer. The transformation 
from the prime athlete to the dying Cobb 
is startling—all the more so because Jones 
didn’t wear much makeup. “That's deliber- 
ate,” he said in a sharp, Deep South accent 
that carried more than a trace of Cobbian 
irritability. “I want this to be about acting, 
not makeup.” It is—Jones’ makeup made 
him look pale, but mostly he affected 
Cobb's age and illness through a stoop, a 
shortness of breath, and a scratchy shrill- 
ness in his voice. 

The scene involves Stump’s discovery 
that Cobb secretly was supporting several 
old-time ballplayers, among them Hall of 
Fame catcher Mickey Cochrane. A more 
conventional actor might have played the 
scene for sentimentality, to reveal the 
“nicer” side of Cobb. Instead, Jones turned 
on the heat, making the episode one more 
manifestation of Cobb's fierce pride. As the 
scene ended, Jones, still in character, 
acknowledged the crew's applause with a 
curt nod of the head. 


In his later days Cobb [right] assiste 


Jones interpretation reflected his refusal 
to mythologize the man. “I think it’s essen- 
tial that it not be played to soften Cobb’s 
character,” he said. “The point is that the 
old-time players were the only ones Cobb 
had any affinity with at that point in his life. 
Mickey Cochrane wasn't his friend—I real- 
ly don’t think Cobb had any friends near 
the end—but he felt a camaraderie with 
them, maybe the way fighter pilots [from 
opposite sides] felt toward each other dur- 
ing World War I.” 

Have today’s more tolerable playing con- 


d struggling old-timers such 
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ditions—when games are played, that is— 
undercut the players’ sense of being sur- 
vivors together? “That might have a lot to 
do with it,” Jones said. “Baseball back then 
was a rough game, a dirty game, far more 
so than today. Players who were in the big 
leagues together for a few years probably 
felt like they had been through a war 
together. When Cobb was old, he at least 
had the respect of those men he had 
played against. He probably didn't have 
anything else. 

“He hated the ‘new’ kind of baseball, the 
game Babe Ruth ushered in that stressed 
power over speed and guile. And he hated 
the game for allowing blacks into it. 
Consequently, he alienated himself from 
the only thing he ever truly loved: baseball. 
At the end the only thing he had left was 
his own rage. He fed on it.” 

We told Jones our suggested title for the 
film: “Raging Peach.” For our efforts we 
received a rare treat: For a split second, we 
were the target of the full, demonic glare of 
Ty Cobb. 


hen outside shooting resumed, 
Talbert and fellow actor George 
Raferty loosened up with a 


catch. Talbert, a former minor-leaguer, 
nursed a bruised eye from a botched catch 
in an earlier scene, “Damn ball went right 
through my glove,” he said. “There's no 
webbing on the damn things at all. How the 
hell did they catch anything back then?” 
Raferty told him, “Just be glad we're not 
making an old-time football movie.” 
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Meanwhile, Jones was filmed in a typical 


Cobb at-bat, wherein the star baits the | 


umpire before he even steps into the bat- 
ter’s box: “Good afternoon, Mr. Cyclops. It's 
a fine ball game you been missin.” Then 
it’s on to the catcher. “I believe these 
belong to your wife, sir,” he says as he 
drops a pair of panties on home plate. “She 
left em in my car last night.” 

The next scene involves a fight in which 
Cobb takes on his nemesis, Ruth. Jones 
seemed to relish the prospect, warming up 
the crew and the extras for the big brawl. 
The actor who played Ruth is a good 30 
pounds heavier and 20 years younger than 
Jones, but when they finally collided it 
looked convincing enough. Soon both 
teams were on the field, rolling over each 
other, throwing fake punches, and causing 
enough damage to the vintage uniforms to 
put the film's costume designer into car- 
diac arrest. 

“My goodness,” Walker said, “they scrap 
pretty good—for a bunch of actors.” Sniffed 
Veale: “Would've lasted about one minute 
in my league.” 

The kind of baseball played in Walker's 
day, and even in Veale’s, never has made it 
to a movie screen before. In truth, baseball 
movies are only rarely about real baseball. 
“Angels in the Outfield” is about angels. 
“Damn Yankees” is about devils. “Field of 
Dreams” is about ghosts. “Major League,” 
in which a bunch of castoffs in Cleveland 
Indians uniforms win the World Series, has 
as much to do with real baseball as “The 
Three Stooges on Mars” has to do with the 
space program, 

“Cobb” is a movie about real life, the 
ingredient missing from nearly every 
other film ever made about baseball. 


Fanciful as it was, “Bull Durham” was per- | 


haps the first movie that had no childish 
illusions about the game. That's not to say 
Shelton’s minor-leaguers don't have child- 
ish illusions—but those illusions are part of 


the point Shelton is making about | 


American men. 

In “Cobb” the point he wants to make is 
a great deal more grim. It’s a film that prob- 
ably couldn't have been made in an earlier 
day, when audiences had yet to achieve a 
sufficient distance from the institutional- 
ized racism that permitted Ty Cobb to be a 
national hero. “Cobb” makes most other 
movies based on American sports figures 
seem childish, It's a genuine rarity: a movie 
about a sports icon that is made for adults. 
It will be interesting to see how the public 
responds, @ 


Senior writer ALLEN BARRA was on loca- 
tion in Alabama last spring during the 


filming of “Cobb.” He previewed the 1994 | 


Hetsman Trophy race in the September issue. 


PLYOMETRIC training has been proven 
the most effective way to Increase Vertical 
jump 5-10 inches, sprinting speed .2 sec 
faster ut 40 yds. Builds fast twitch muscle 
fibers for explosive leaping. Jumpsoles 
are high density platforms that 
Velcro™hook & loop strap onto your own 
shoes converting them into state of the art 
plyometric trainers. Used by top athletes 
with astounding results! Gain slam dunk 
vertical. Includes complete traning pro- 
gram. $49.95, Guaranteed to boost your 
vertical jump 5-10 inches or your money 
back. Add $5 shipping. In Canada add 57. 
Please dicate shoe size. CA residents add 
4.25% sales tax, 
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_ Surprisingly, the undefeated 1972 Miami Dolphins had the toughest postseason of any Super Bowl champ, as judged by the average margin of 
victory in the playoffs and Super Bowl. Don Shula’s perfect squad won its three postseason games by an average of just 5.7 points. The '72 Fish 
also were the second-lowest scoring Super Bowl champ, averaging just 18.3 points in the postseason. The most formidable Super Bowl jugger- 
naut? The ’89 San Francisco 49ers, who rolled over their postseason opponents by an average of more than 33 points a game—culminating in a 
99-10 thrashing of the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XXIV. Here is the average postseason margin of victory for each Super Bowl winner: 
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STRIKING STATS 
Matt Williams’ 43 home runs in 1994 would have led the National 
League in 65 of the previous seasons this century—despite the fact 
that Williams played in just 112 games. Randy Johnson's 204 K’s would 
have paced the AL 42 times. Here’s how baseball's 1994 leaders would 
have fared in previous seasons since 1901 (not including the strike- 
interrupted 1981 campaign): 


TWO YEARS AFTER 


The Chicago Bulls opened camp this season with just three play- 
ers—Scottie Pippen, B.J. Armstrong, and Will Perdue—remain- 
ing from their 92-93 NBA title team. That’s by far the most radi- 
cal two-year overhaul of a championship team in recent NBA his- 
tory. No other champ since the NBA-ABA merger in 1976-77 has 
had fewer than six of its title players on the roster two years 


down the road. Here's how NBA champs since 1976-77 have 1994 total No. of seasons 
looked in terms of the number of players from the title team on et LO LR te Ae eet 
he roster (for at least part of the season) tw later: | | . 
the roster part Othe season) (Wo years later: League leader have led league) led league 
AL Ken Griffey Jr. ......40 (1989: 36)......... RRaGea 52 
Players remaining HOME RUNS NL Matt Williams. ...... Sep bee acs ees eee 69 
Season Champion two seasons later Finish two seasons later RBis AL Kirby Puckett......112 (1976: 109)............... 14 
1992-93 Chicago Bulls NL Jeff Bagwell....... THE: (1992009). parc aeoes pret hei 19 
1991-92 Chicago Bulls .°....... RUNS AL Frank Thomas ..... TOG) VSG DR) oo cece eee sae 1? 
1990-91 Chicago Bulls | NL Jeff Bagwell....... 104 (1989: 104)............... 15 
1989-90 Detroit Pistons HITS AL Kenny Lofton...... POON Weatas aia aryesteartr scat att 0 
ar ae bey Hol NL Tony Gwynn....... 1657 (TOTO S164. tek GE a. morte 
5 OS ANQEIES LaKers wyre AL Chuck Knoblauch....45 (1990: 45)......... Saves tele 
Lette ave tel ly Lakers...... Lost in NBA Finals DOUBLES jy Craig Biggio........ 44 (1991: ia) BORE olan paces 61 
y oston Celtics.......... Lost in conference finals a Joh 
1984-85 Los Angeles Lakers |... +..Won NBA championship TRIPLES i, Brett Butler es cs es eee Pacer ‘ 
1983-84 Boston Celtics.......... Won NBA championship He Aine Gala. 294 (1974: 287) rat tee mes ae 
1982-83 Philadelphia 76ers ....++... Lost in conference semifinals TOTAL BASES ert het ae a as ee ade Lyris 
2 NL Jeff Bagwell....... SON TS e Poe. Calc n ss ener ae 16 
1981-82 Los Angeles Lakers...... Lost in NBA Finals 97. 

1980-81 Boston Celtics ..8......... Lost in conference semifinals WALKS) fi ckrank Thomas: +3 = <tQ8 (19875106) versie eielene al 
es Los Anales Lakers .........Won NBA championship | AL vane pace rf eat a SAMS SNE HEA af 
78-79 Seattle Supersonics Sixth place, Pacific Division . Peeters cece ges ate Sia env eas reine Fit ms 
1977-768 Washington Bullets Lost in first round STOLEN BASES NL Graig ERO oa’ Sect ae PENS EB ol doe sees oa pe 34 
1976-77 Portland Trail Blazers Lost in first round STRIKEOUTS AL Randy Johnson ....204 (1984: 204)...............42 

eR ae | ane | NL Andy Benes ....... 189 (1957: 188)....... 0.0. cee 32 
Note: Figures include players on the roster but unable to play that season due to AL Lee Smith 7 33 (1982: 28) 39 
injury. Gus Williams, a member of Seattle's '78-79 title team, held out for the SAVES WieJohn Franco... 30 (198329). 29 


60-87 season; he is not included in the Sonics’ total for that year. 


ABls since 1907; walks since 1910 NL,1913 AL; saves since 1947. 
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The SAFE MOVES’ Bicycle Safety Helmet — 


The first helmet with a removable blinking light strip for extra visibility! 


The SAFE MOVES™ Bicycle Safety Helmet is a 

major league MVP when it comes to keeping - 

all the bicyclists in your family safer. Molded 

of GECET™' foam — a superior shock 

absorbent material — with a sleek, white 

microthin shell. Six vent holes and feather- 

light weight ensure a cool, comfortable ride. 

And our exclusive LimeLight™ provides 

high visibility, putting SAFE MOVES™ 
Helmets heads above the competition! 


Only the SAFE MOVES™ Helmet ‘ 
features our high-glow LimeLight™ ; 
... a blinking LED light strip for 
high visibility! A must for anyone \ 
who rides after dusk! Flashing red ‘ 
lights let motorists see you well before you 
appear in their headlights. And, it’s removable. 


Place it anywhere extra visibility is needed. ‘sisteilislea 
Even on your handlebars! Battery operated for 
up to 50 hours of continuous use. Both helmet aio w for eteryaiio'tn your family! 
seal TatTM M hd | ! 
ag MELO ae ae NMED SPO Each SAFE MOVES” Bicycle Helmet with 
Ft LimeLight™ is only $39.95, plus 
SMA; eo eee: shipping/handling 
rad : a” Youth/Adult Small: Fits 20 5/8" to 22 7/8" 


Check out the scouting reports for yourself. | Or? | 
| Pee : Adult: Fits 23 1/8" to 24 1/2" 
SAFEMOVES™ = Troxel Specialized®  Giro® Bell® ne 
with LimeLight™ G2 Air Wave® Hammerhead SC _ Image Order #068 
Se To find your helmet size, simply place a tape 
measure around your head about one inch 
above the eyebrows. 


| “Wear a SAFE MOVES™ 
Helmet every time you ride 
your bike.” — Pat Hines, 
SAFE MOVES Founder. 


Pat Hines founded SAFE MOVES after losing a good friend 


| Flashing Light for 
Extra Visibility @ 


Recycling & Donation 
of Helmets 
Microthin Outer Shell -J 


Pads DIC Scored D 


in a tragic bicycling accident. A non-profit organization, 
SAFE MOVES is dedicated to promoting safety in all situ- 
ations — from bicycling and skateboarding, to riding the 
bus and the train. Your purchase of SAFE MOVES™ prod- 
ucts helps to fund and support the vital educational 
efforts of the SAFE MOVES program. 


— Weight G07 
Crash Replacement 
Policy 

~ Made in 
USA 


Make the Smart Move...0rder today! 


eat 1-800-3-WEAR-IT (253-2748) 


ml Personal checks and money orders accepted. 


1GECET is a trademark of the General Electric Co. 2 LimeLight™ light strip is included with your SAFE MOVES" Bicycle Safety Helmet purchase. Other helmet manufacturers may require lights to be purchased 
separately. 3DuPont Certification Mark. 4California & Utah residents add applicable sales tax. Canada: U.S. funds only. Sorry, no other foreign orders. 


INSO1 


oc, do you think Dream Team II could 
defeat Dream Team I? 
D.W, EXPERIMENT, GA. 
Yes I do—when everybody on Dream 
Team I is, oh, around 65 years old. 


ow many golf tournaments do you think 
Nick Price will win next year? 
L.T, EAGLE GROVE, IOWA 
How many are there? 


hear radio show host Howard Stern has 

the solution to the nation’s No. 1 problem. 

What's he doing, running for governor of New 
York again? 

R.C, JOHN DAY, ORE. 

No, he's running for baseball commissioner. 


y family and I would like you to show 
us more in your magazine about sports 
here in North Dakota. 
T’'S,, BEULAH, N.D. 
I'd be thrilled to. 


ow ts Hulk Hogan looking now that he 
has quit using steroids? 
A.S., ULYSSES, KAN. 
The Hulkster now weighs 98 pounds and is 
modeling underwear for Calvin Klein. 


“Bring 'em on! Urkel? I'll break him! 
Kate Moss? I'll tie her in knots!...” 


THE GOOD DOCTOR 


ne of my neighbors wrote asking you to 
put more in your magazine about sports 
here in North Dakota. You can ignore 
him if youd like. 
F-B., CANNON BALL, N.D. 
I'd be thrilled to. 


he first Super Bowl must 
have had an opening coin 
flip. What happened to the coin? 
WG., YUKON, OKLA. 
Bruce McNall sold it to somebody for 
$1 million, claiming it was from ancient 
Greece. 


oe 


hil Rizzuto gave a lovely speech at his 
Hall of Fame induction. How long did it 
take him to deliver it? 
H.C, KULPMONT, PA. 
Longer than it took him to be elected. 


onald Fehr, the labor negotiator for the 
major league baseball players, is an 
interesting guy. What do you know about 
him, Doc? 
R.R.,, ENUMCLAW, WASH. 
Glad you asked. Don Fehr grew up in 
Wildcat Strike, Nev, a mining town, where 
his uncle Underwood (Un) Fehr organized 
a walkout among prospectors that lasted 
well into the 1849 gold rush. Don's nephew, 
Stanley (Stay) Fehr, is a coach who did 
some work with Carlton Fisk. His cousin, 
State Fehr, raised prize-winning Iowa hogs. 
And, as you probably know, Don’s step- 
brother was popular former NBA player 
World B. Fehr. 


hat should the city of Seattle do about 
the roof at the Kingdome? 
TF, UMATILLA, ORE. 


| Put better teams under it. 


riends told me they saw pitcher Jack Mc- 
Dowell and his rock band performing at 
Woodstock '94. What songs did Jack and his 
buddies play? 
NN, JEFFERSON FARMS, DEL. 
A medley of White Sox hits: “The Big 
Hurt,” “Rockin’ Robin Ventura,” “Guillen 
From Ipanema,” “Reinsdorf Is Fallin’ on 
My Head,” and “Me and Julio Franco Down 
by the Schoolyard.” 


Who wears short shorts? Nobody. 


ey, Doc, which college basketball team 
has the longest shorts this season, 
Arkansas or Michigan? 
S.F, VAN LEAR, KY. 
The winner and still champion: Arkansas. 
Michigan’s new pants go down to their 
ankles, but the Razorbacks now wear 
shorts that go under their shoes. Con- 
gratulations, and watch your step. 


hat are Martina Navratilova’s plans 
now that she has retired from tennis? 
C.E., ANNA MARIA, FLA. 
Two words: Birmingham Barons. 


NY York newspapers keep reporting that 
after quarterback Phil Simms was 
released by the Giants, he went “into the 
booth.” Where exactly is this booth, and what 
exactly was Simms doing in it? 

TV, ENFIELD, N.H. 
It's a pay phone, and he was calling the 
Giants once every hour, then hanging up 
on them. 


heard Jim Courter was thinking of taking a 
leave of absence from tennis to play basket- 
ball in the NBA. Why haven't I seen him on 
the hardwood? 
D.S,, GREENLAWN, N.Y. 
They wouldn't let him keep his cap on. 


| ieee Smith owns a sports memorabilia 
shop. What does he sell? 

TA., EL RENO, OKLA. 
Mostly the “Jimmy” line of merchandise: 
Jimmy Johnson bobbing-head dolls, Jimmy 
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Johnson hair care products, Jimmy Johnson 
stuffed animals, Jimmy Johnson comic 
books, and Jimmy Johnson Mighty 
Morphin Power Rangers toys. 


C irby Puckett runs his own billiards tour- 


nament., Is pool Kirby’s favorite game — 


after baseball? 
K.H, ZUMBROTA, MINN. 
So much so that now he chalks up his bat. 


R™ and Kathie Lee Gifford always are 
gabbing about their boy, Cody. What's he 
doing that makes Mom and Dad so proud? 
R.P, GLADEWATER, TEXAS 
Quarterbacking the Oilers. 


ob Knight, the basketball coach at 
Indiana, went hunting during the offsea- 
son. What did Bobby bag? 
DI, WINCHESTER, IND. 
His limit: five badgers, five wildcats, five 
gophers, and five Nittany lions. 


ould you tell me what that movie “True 
Lies” was about? 
R.M,, GREYBULL, WYO. 
Nevada-Las Vegas basketball. 


| s it true that NFL quarterbacks-turned-TV- 


guys Joe Theismann and Terry Bradshaw — 


are planning comebacks? 

TI, IVYWILD, COLO 
Yep. As soon as they heard about those 
new helmets with the microphones built in, 
Theismann and Bradshaw got excited. You 
know how much they love to hear them- 
selves talk. 


SPN’s Linda Cohn has signed to do a 
movie with baseball pitching star David 
Cone. What do they play? 
DA. ZEBULON, N.C. 
Coneheads. 


isa-Marie Presley got married to Michael 
Jackson! Wow! Why would she marry 
Michael Jackson? 
EP, KINGSTON, TENN. 
I have no idea. He’s been a pretty good 
wide receiver for the Cleveland Browns, 
but not that good. m 


In a fever to know what reaily goes on in the 
world of sports? Will you feel awful until you 


find out? Send for a diagnosis to: The Good | 


Doctor, 990 Grove Street, Evanston, Illinois 
60201—then wait patiently. 


Congratulations to the 
following weekly winners! 


Week #17 Pts 
Bruce Towner Schaumburg, IL 337 
John Kelley Dorchester, MA 329 
Eri¢Lundgren Ganyon Country, CA 326 


Week #2 

Charles Reed Nottingham, PA 
Brian Moore Park Ridge, NJ 
Gregory Burke Cincinnati, OH 


Week #3 

Mark Stewart — Virginia Beach, VA 
David Davila Fresno, CA 

T.F. Brancatella Pierrefonds, PQ 


Week #4 

Michael Burch  Cantonsville, MD 
Chiya Kunihiro Scarborough, ON 
Ronald Beaver Cedar hill, TX 


Week #5 

Michelle Cecil Warren, Ml 
Kathleen Gough Blue Anchor, Nu 
T.C. McCarthy Forest Hills, PA 
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INCREASE JUMPING ABILITY 4 
urto1wwncaes! ff) | 
FAST RESULTS! —/(Kg_4g 


MONEY BACK 


GUARANTEE! ONLY 


* | have found your jumping program to be very superior, and I have 
gained 4 inches in jumping power! - J.5. Plainwell, MI 49080 


* Your program on increasing your vertical leap was great and your 
service is terrific, Keep up the good work! - Andy Smith - Nappanee, 
| IN 46550 


* | found the book to be filled with information... the exercise program 
is well structured and good. - Andrew Anthur - Barbados, West Indies 


ORDER TODAY AND RECEIVE: 


1. One-On-One Moves 2. Secrets to making the | 
TEAM 3. Rebounding, Shooting Tips, Triple Threat | 
and much more! 
Act Now, we're confident our program will work! 
You've tried the rest, now try the BEST! Order 
Today, and you'll be on your way up to success! 
For complete jumping program send 35.00 to the 
address below. 
NBA-All STAR Address List -53.00 (Includes 
Michael Jordan) Order Both for only $7.00 
Shipped within 24 hours 
*PForeign $2.50 extra U.S. Funds 


BASKETBALL CONNECTIONS DEPT, BCi0 
P.O. BOX 15127 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91615 
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The 
Perfect 
Enemy 


HEN I WAS GROW- 
ing up in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, | was 


a huge New York Yankees fan. 

I hated the Boston Red Sox, 
and especially Ted Williams. 
One day late in 1946, I read in 
the paper that Williams had 
been signed by 20th Century- 
Fox to make movies. I thought 
that meant no more baseball, | 
and I screamed. My mother 
came running out of the 
kitchen. “My god, what is it?” 
she asked. “Ted Williams is 
going to be a movie star!” | 
said. “He's not going to play 
baseball anymore.” 

I was crying so hard my mother thought 
my life was in danger, but I had had some 
sort of epiphany. You see, I didn’t just dis- 
like Ted Williams, I hated him—but until 
that moment I didn’t realize what high 
regard | had for him, or for the competition 
he offered my Yankees. 

I had never seen a regular big-league 
game, so | asked Dr. Francis Kelly, the man 
who introduced me to baseball, if he could 
help me out. The closest big-league city 
was St. Louis, where both the Browns and 
the Cardinals played. St. Louis was a hell of 
a ride from Corpus Christi, so Dr. Kelly set 
up an overnight train trip. I had a roomette 
on a Pullman. I was 17 years old, just 5‘6” 
and 119 pounds, and very shy. It all seemed 
bigger than life. 

Both St. Louis teams played at Sports- 
man's Park. That was a small stadium—it 
only seated about 34,000—but when I got 
there in the rain and first saw it I thought, 
“God almighty!” It might as well have been 
the ‘Taj Mahal. I walked upstairs into the 
main office building and asked for tickets 
for the next 14 days. “Which games?” they 
asked. “All of ’em,” I said. I got good seats, 
behind the visiting team’s dugout. 

After I got the tickets, I went down to the 
dugout. A security guard was standing 
there. He saw me, and he knew what I was 
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As a young Yankees fan I hated Ted Williams, but of all 
the great players I saw, he stood out. Such ease and grace! 


doing. I went into the dugout, and I stood | 


where Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig must 
have stood, right by the bat rack. 

The rain was coming down, and I was 
looking over the park. I had goosebumps 
all over. I went out onto the mound, and | 
pantomimed throwing like Bob Feller—a 
nice high kick and a strong pushoff. Then | 
went to the plate and pretended to bat like 
Joe DiMaggio. The guard was watching me 
the whole time, and looking around to see 
if anybody was watching him watching me 
and not doing his job. Then he grinned, and 


I realized he was letting me get away with | 


something he wasn’t supposed to. All he 
said was, “Enjoy the game, son.” 

In those two weeks I saw just about 
every great player you could name, but Ted 
Williams—the enemy—was the one who 
stood out. | wrote a postcard to Dr. Kelly 
about him: “This guy Ted Williams, he 
looks like he invented the game. One day 
Williams discovered he could hit a ball bet- 
ter than anyone else and said, ‘I am going 
to make a game around this hitting the ball 
with a stick and call it baseball? ” 

Such ease and grace! I saw Stan Musial, 
and I saw Joe DiMaggio, too—great 
ballplayers, no question about it, but with 
them there was just a little bit more effort. 
With Williams, it looked like he was out 


there on a practice field in a 
city park, just playing around. 
It was effortless and complete- 
ly graceful. 
I never was an autograph 
seeker, but after the game I 
saw Williams striding out of 
the locker room in a brown 
suit, no tie, and brown-and- 
white dress shoes. There were 
about 12 of us, and I was the 
last guy in line. He would not 
sign an autograph for anybody 
who got in front of him. Some 
kid said, “I came all the way 
from Kansas City, Ted!” “I don’t 
care where ya came from,” 
Williams shot back. “Don't get 
in front of me.” He turned 
around and looked me square 
in the eye. “How about you, 
son? Let me sign yours.” | 
didn't have anything for him to 
sign, and I couldn't open my 
mouth, so I shook my head no, 
I was scared, but I had made 
eye contact with Ted Williams. He spoke to 
me. “How about you, son?” 

Williams intimidated people. He’d break 
bats and chew people out, and wouldn't do 
interviews or tip his cap to the crowd. He 
had a hell of a temper, and he was quite a 
rebellious guy—still is. That and his per- 
fectionism are what I admire about him, 
and I took that temperament into tennis 
and acting. When I| played Slap Maxwell, 
an irascible sportswriter, on TV a few years 
back, that attitude came into play. 

In fact, Williams agreed to appear on 
that show in our second year. I wrote him a 
letter explaining the story: Ted, Slap’s hero, 
is in a bar, and everyone in town gets to 
meet him—except Slap, who feigns disin- 
terest. Slap is the one who most wants to 
meet him, but he has too much pride. 
Finally Williams gets up, walks by, and 


| says, “Keep up the good work, Slap,” and 


Slap nearly faints. 

Unfortunately we didn’t get renewed: 
otherwise, Ted Williams would have done 
the show. That’s my only regret about the 
show being canceled. 


In addition to numerous film roles, DABNEY 
COLEMAN has starred in TV's “Buffalo 
Bul,” “The Slap Maxwell Story,” and this sea- 
sons “Madman of the Peaple.” 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


ILLUSTRATION BY LEONID GORE 


Ha Connick, Jr.— 
She (Columbia) 488437 
Joe Diffie—Third Rock 
From The Sun (Epic) 


Grover Washington, 
Jr.—All My Tomorrows 
(Columbia) 489138 
AC/DC—Dirty Deeds 
Done Dirt Cheap 
(Atlantic) 488866 
Jackyl—Push Comes 
To Shove (Geffen) 
488+544 


Steve Perry—For The 
Love Of Strange 
Medicine (Columbia) 
466445 
George Howard—A 
Home Far Awa 
(GRP) 488*197 
Diamond Rio—Love A 
Little Stronger (Arista) 
487*611 


Hootie & The Blowfish 
—Cracked Rear View 
(Atlantic) _487*55 
Take 6—Join The Band 
(Reprise) §§ 4879173 


David Ball—Thinkin’ 
Problem (Warner Bros.) 
487°066 
Tony Bennett— 
Unplugged (Columbia) 
486°746 


Kiss My Ass—Classic 


Kiss Regrooved. 
Featuring Garth Brooks, 
Gin Blossoms, more. 
(Mercury) 485*763 
Sammy Kershaw— 


Feelin’ Good Train 
(Mercury/Nashville) 
465730 


Tracy Byrd—No 
Ordinary Man (MCA) 
484°758 


Candlebox—(Maverick/ 
Sire/Warner) 4859185 
inner Circle—Reggae 


Dancer 
{Big ee 


AN 


Spin Doctors—Turn It 
Upside Down air 


Travis Tritt—Ten Feet 
Tall And Bulletproof 
(Warner Bros.) 480244 


Al Jarreau— 
Tendermess (Reprise) 
477471 


Jeti Foxworthy— You 
Might Be A Redneck If... 
(Warmer Bros.) 4749833 


Joshua Kadison— 
Painted Desert p 
Serenade (SBK)474*791 
Rhythm, Country & 
Blues. Featuring Al 
Green & Lyle Lovett, 
Aaron Neville & Trisha 
Yearwood, etc. (MCA) 
4749536 


Mavericks—What A 
Crying Shame (MCA 
Nashville) 474*403 
Blackhawk 


(Arista) 473397 


Alan Jackson—Who | Am. 
Livin’ On Love; title cut or 


others. (Arista) 


Live—Throwing Copper 
(Radioactive) 478362 


“Philadelphia” —Orig. 
sndirk. Featuring B. 
Springsteen, N. Young, 

P. Gabriel, ete. (Epic 
Sounditrax) 4729928 


Frank Sinatra—Duets 
(Capital) 4719615 


Stone Free: A Tribute 
To Jimi Hendrix— 
Various Artists (Reprise) 
471581 
John Michael 
Montgomery—Kickin' It 
g Up (Atlantic) 4736157 


THE 


Green 
Burnout; 
Paradise; etc. | prise) 


SCIENCE. 


TT VALUE. 
10 CDs 


—Dookie. Lo 
hump; She; Welcome To 
476*549 


Neil Young & C 
Sleeps With Ange 
plus others. (Reprise) 1019253 


Reba McEntire—Read 
My Mind (MCA 2%. 
Nashville) 479717 


George Strait—Easy 
Come, Easy Go 
(MCA) 467*308 


The Cranberries— 
Everybody Else Is Doing 
It, So Why Can't We? 
(Island) 465559 
Garth Brooks—in 
Pieces (Liberty) 463°745 
The Black Crowes— 
Shake Your Money- 
maker (American) 

462°184 
Little Texas—Big Time 
(Warner Bros.) 


“Sleepless In Seattle” 


—Orig. Sndtrk. (Epic 
Soundirax) 456430 


The Beavis & Butt-_ 


head Experience. 
Featuring Nirvana, 
Aerosmith, etc. 

(Geffen) 4729852 


Horse— 
8. Title cut, 


Barbra Streisand— 
Back To Broadwa 
(Columbia) 1988 
ABBA—Gold-Greatest 
Hits (Polydor) 458406 
4 Non Blondes— 
Bigger, Better, Faster, 
More! (Interscope) 


458042 


Dwight Yoakam—This 
Time (Reprise) 456913 


Celine Dion—The 
Colour Of My Love (550 
Music/Epic) 467*662 


RT 


“The Crow”—Orig. 
Sndirk. eae 
Pantera, Stone Temple 
Pilots, etc. (Atlantic! 
Interscope) 4782230 


Stone Temple Pilots— 
Core (Atlantic) 453°043 


Rage Against The 
Machine (Epic/ 
Associated) Gy 451138 


Elton John—Grrt. Hits 
1976-86 (MCA) 450°353 
Sade—Love Deluxe 
(Epic) 445439 


Phil Collins—Serious 
Hits...Live (Atlantic) 


; R.E.M.—Automatic For 


The People (Wamer 
Bros.) 448+522 


Blind Melon 

(Capitol) 

Honeeeed 
npg’ 

(Reprse/Duck) 446+187 

Alice In Chains—Dirt 

(Columbia) 445*833 


Thorogood 
And fhe Des - 


The Baddest Of The 
Bad (Hits) (EMI) 444505 


et Of The neg. 
780 


came N' Roses—Use 
Your Illusion | (Geffen) 
rE] 4420087 


447995 


White Zombie—La __ 
Sexorcisto (eeirn) 


Nirvana—Nevermind 
(DGC) 442-046 


Mary Chapin Carpenter 
—Come On, Come On 
(Columbia) 


440¢560 


All-4-Oine 
(Atlantic) 481°606 


Stevie Ray Vaughan & 
Double Trouble—The 
Sky Is Crying ( ae 


ey = ao 
(Geffen) 458075 


= ( 


Frente—Marvin The 
Album (Mammoth/ 
Atlantic) 


Kenny Loagins— 
Return To Pooh Corner 
(Sony Wonder) 4829174 


The Allman Brothers 
Band—Where It All 
Begins (Epic) 4829034 
Norman Brown—After 
The Starm (Mojazz) 
481796 


David Sanborn— 
Hearsay (Elektra) 
481*762 


Sheryl Crow— Tuesday 
Night Music Club 
(A&M) A76°531 
Pretenders—Las! Of 

The Independents (Sire/ 
Warner Bros.) 480°285 


Helmet—Betty 
(Interscope) 486*381 


Vince Gill—When Love 
Finds You (MCA) 
466308 


483693 
| Bad Company— 


Straight Shooter 


(Atlantic) 488882 


| Elton John—Goodbye 


Yellow Brick Road 
(Polydor) 471-060 
Elton John—Gri. Hits 
(Polydor) 4719011 
“Dazed And 
Confused"—Orig. 
Sndirk. Featuring ZZ 
Top, Kiss, etc. (Giant) 
46°54 


Best Of The Doobies 
(Warner Bros.) 2919278 


Jimi Hendrix—tThe 
Ultimate Experience 
(MCA) 456034 


The Allman Brothers 
Band—A Decade Of 


| Hits 1969-79 (Polydor 
430°439 


Rod Stewart—Sing It 


Again ARod—Grt. Hits 


(Mercury) 423*822 


Michael Bolton—The 
One Thing (Columbia) 
4709005 
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Jimmy Buffett— 
Fruitcakes (MCA)} 


The Very Best Of The 
Righteous Brothers— 
Unchained Melody 
(Verve) 423772 
The Moody Blues—Gri. 
Hits (Polydor) 423*756 
Eric Clapton—Time 
Pieces (Polydor) 
423-467 


The John Lennon 
Collection (Capitol) 
405 


eee Skynyrd— 
Skynyrd's Innyrds/Their 
Gri. Hits (MCA) 381*129 
Grateful Dead—Skale- 
tons From The Closet 
(Warner Bros.) 378406 
Fleetwood Mac—Grt. 
Hits (Warner Bros.) 

. 375*782 
Journey's Grt. Hits 
(Columbia) 3759279 
Steppenwolf—16 Grt. 
Hits (MCA) 372e425. 


10,000 Maniacs—MTV 
Unplugged (Elektra) 
46977 


Toad The Wet 
Sprocket—Dulcinea 
(Columbia) 


PP astic Rock 


482°166 


Marvin Gaye's Grt.Hits Jethro Tull—Original 
(Matown) 367°565 


Styx—Classics, Vol. 15 
(A&M) 


Masters (Chrysalis) 
3409315. 


The Cars’ Greatest Hits 
(Elektra) ao o0S 


The Best Of Kansas © 
(CBS Assoc.) 327742 


Eagles Grt. Hits, Vol. 2 
(Asylurn)} 317*768 


The Best Of Blondie 
(Chrysalis) 311#811 


Creedence Clearwater 
Revival—Chronicle—20 
999g Grit. Hits (Fantasy) 


The Mamas & The 

Papas—16 Of Their 

Greatest Hits (MCA) 
346623 


364446 


~ 

Jimi Hendrix— 

Woodstock (MCA) 
488 


America’s Grt. Hits 
(Warner Bros.) 291*385 


a _ James Taylor's Grt. 
Bad Company—10 Hits (Warner Bros.) 
291 


From 6 (Atlantic) “302 


ee ee The Steve Miller 
A Decade Of Steely Band—Grt. Hits 1974- 
Dan (MCA) 341°073 78 (Capitol) 290°171 


n Adams—So Far 
50 Good (A&M) es 


Pantera—Far Beyond B: 


Driven (eastwest) & 
468926 
Meat Loaf—Bat Out Of 


Hell Il: Back Inte Hell 
(MCA) 


Nine Inch Nails—The 
Downward Spiral (TVT/ 
Interscope) | 476*739 


458*232 


Eagles—Gri. Hits, 1977- 


75 (Asylum) 

287003 
Van Halen (Warner 
Bros.) 286+ 


Meat Loaf—Bat Out Of 


Hell (Epic) 279133 


Boston (Epic) 269209 


dim Croce—Photo- 
raphs & Memories: 
rt. Hits (Saja) 246868 


Santana's Grt. Hits 
(Columbia) 244*459 


Carpenters—The 
singles 1969-73 
(A&M) 


(Columbia) 231*670 


Simon & Garfunkel's 
Greatest Hits 
(Columbia) 2199477 


Bob Dylan's Gri. Hits 
(Columbia) 138*586 


Reba McEntire—Grt. 
Hits Vol. Two 
(MCA) 4679316 


a a 


“The Bodygquard"”— 
Orig. Sndtrk. (Arista) 
4499159 


. 236°885 | 
Janis Joplin's Grt. Hits | (A&M 


| Perfect Morn 


E Nepales 426-482 


Pearl Jam—Ten (Epic/ 
Associated) 428433 


} Ozzy Osbourne—No 
| More Tears (Epic/ 
7 


Associated) 4269126 


Weezer 
(DGC) 


101°691 


a peiunesion 


47591 86 
Edie Brickell—Picture 


ing 


(Geffen) 107°303 


“Fast Track To 
Nowhere"—Orig. 
sndirk. (A&M) 101*287 


Patty Loveless—When 

Fallen Angels Fly 

(Epic) 101°048 

Billy Joel®—River Of 

Dreams (Columbia) 
463°695 


Contains explicit lyrics which may be objectionable to some members. 


Counting Crows— 
August And Everything 
Afier (DGC) 4679944 


Clay Walker 
(Giant) 467*449 


Zz Top—Gri. Hils 
Warner Bros.) 438*010 


Celine Dion 
(Epic) 436782 


Michael Jackson— 
Dangerous (Epic) 
433°920 
Cheap Trick—Gn.. Hits 
(Epic) 428656 
Red Hot Chili Peppers 
—Blood Sugar Sex 
Magik (Warmer Bros.) 
| 426¢367 
“Grease"—Orig. Sndirk. 
(Polydor) 424¢721 


Guns N' Roses— 
Coiens For Destruction 
effen) & 359°384 


U2—The Joshua Tree 
(Island) 354449 


Billy Joek®—Grt.Hits, 
Vols.1 & 2 (Columbia) 
336*396/396+390 


Sting—Ten Summoner's 
Tales (A&M) 454567 


Collective Soul—Hinis, 
Rey peel & Things 
said siege 
481°514 


ANY 


Indigo Girls—Swamp 
Ophelia (Epic) 4779323 


Yanni—Live At The 
Acropolis (Private 
Music) 475178 
The Drifters’ Golden 
Hits (Atlantic) 365*8417 


Bonnie Raitt—Luck Of 
The Draw (Capitol) 
423°186 


Soundgarden—Badmo- 
torfinger (A&M) 428250 


Bon Jovi—Slippery 
When Wet (Mercury) 
4230392 


Pat Benatar—Best 


Shots (Chrysalis) 
401 


Aerosmith—Pump 
(Geffen) 368-009 


365*924 


U2—Achtung Baby 
(Island) 4319213 


ee lial Hits 
(MCA) 365924 


Peter Gabriel—Shaking 


The Tree (Geffen) 
41 


Jimmy Buffett—Songs 
You Know By Heart 
(MCA) 3399911 
REO Speedwagon— 
rt. Hits (Epic) S67*672 
Chicago®—Grni. Hits 
1982-89 (Reprise) ; 
Crash Test Dummies 
—God Shuffled His Feet 
(Arista) 470°476 
Tom Petty & The 


Heartbreakers—Grt. 
Hits (MCA) 474471 


Alice In Chains—Jar Of 
Flies (Columbia)471*979 


Star—So 
Tonight That | Might 
See (Capitol) S692 


The Police—Eve 
Breath You Take— 
Singles (A&M) 348318 


Bob Marley & The 
Wailers—Legend (Tuff 
Gong/lsland) _337*857 


Bruce Springsteen— 
Bor In The U.S.A. 
(Columbia) 326629 


Shawn Colvin—Cover 
Girl (Columbia) 101*030 


Air Supply—Grt. Hilts 
(Arista) 321°307 


Michael Jackson— 
Thriller (Epic) 316089 


Russ Freeman & The 
Rippingtons—Sahara 
(GRP) 102°293 
Joe Sample And The 
Soul Committee—Did 
You Feel That? (Wamer 
Bros.) 102*269 


Lynyrd Skynyrd Band 
—Endangered Species 
(Capricorn) 1029244 
Aretha Franklin—Gri. 
Hits (Arista) 473371 
Stevie Nicks—Street 
Angel (Moder) 466029 


Gerald Levert—Groove 
On (eastwest) 1020319 


Brooks & Dunn—Hard 

Workin’ Man (Arista) 

= 454-025 

Nirvana—In Utero 
DGC) 467+159 


TAKE YOUR PICK—AND GET THEM ALL AT ONCE! 


C&C Music Factory— 
Anything Goes 


Blackstreet 
(Interse 487389 


Da Brat—Funkdafied 
(Soso Def/Chaos/Cl) 
| 486°811 
Patti LaBelle—Gems 
MCA 486605 
Aaliyah—Age Ain't 
Nothing But A Number 
(Blackground/Jive) 


Barry White—All Time 
Greatest Hits (Mercury) 
4856938 


Beastie Boys—lll 
Communication (Capitol) 
464808 


Ace Of Base—The Sign 
(Arista) 468*108 


Zhane’'—Pronounced 


Jdah-Nay (Motown) 
47 


Sarah McLachlan— 
Fumbling Towards 
Ecstasy (Arista) 473*389 
Melissa Etheridge— 
Yes | Am (Island) 

466763 
Pearl Jam—Vs. 


(Epic) 465427 


R&B /DANCE/RAP 


Jon Secada—Hearl, 
Soul & A Voice 
(SBK) 481°671 
Outkast—Southern- 
playalisticadillacmuzik 
(LaFace) fj 480-103 
“Above The Rim" — 
EWA) ALE Featuring 
Al B. Sure, atc. 
(Death Row/Interscope) 
e 478875 
MTV Party To Go, Vol. 
4. Featuring The Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, TLC, 
En Vogue, etc. (Tommy 
Boy) 478628 


Heavy D. & The B 
—Nuttin’ But ies 


(UptowwMCA) 478354 
hers ec oi The 
Cool In You ee 


Keith Sweat—Get Up 
On lt (Elektra) 478339 
Pet Shop Boys—Very 
(EMI) 468819 
Aaron Hall—The Truth 
(Silas/MCA) 4689025 


CeCe Peniston— 
Thought "Ya Knew 
(A&M) 


Salt-N-Pepa—Very 

Necessary (Next 

Plateau/London) 
467*837 


Warren G.—Aegulate.., 
G Funk Era (Violator/ 
Ral) & 482*208 


Snoop Doggy Dogg— 


Doggystyle (Death Row/ 


2299 Interscope) Gq 465*955 


Mariah Carey—Music 


Box (Columbia) 465+435 


Tevin Campbell—!'m 


Ready (Qwest) 468744 


Toni Braxton 


(LaFace) 464°362 


The Best Of The Village 


467-860 [3 


Cypress | Hill—Black 
ripen (Rulfhouse/ 
Columbia) & 463 


Dr. Dre—The Chronic 
(Death Row/Interscope) 
4612970 


Jade—Jade To The Max 
(Giant/Reprise) 453068 | 
Gloria Estefan—Gr. 
Hits (Epic) 448-506 
En Vogue—Funky Divas | 
{eastwest) 4359750 | 


Madonna—The 

Immaculate Collection 

(Sire/Warner Bros.) 
414°557 


Janet Jackson— 
Ahythm Nation 1814 
(A&M) SBG918 
A. Kelly—12- i 

(Jive) 469°676 


Prince—Purple Rain 
(Warner Bros.) & 
3264395 


immature—Playtyme Is_ 
Over (MCA) 102327 
Changing Faces (Big 

Beat/Atlantic) 101+642 
Prince—Come (Warner 
Bros.) & 1019238 


John ee ge By The “The Mask"—Orig. 

Fire (GTS) 100 People (Casablanca) sndirk. (Chaos/ 

Huey Lewis —— 478131 Columbia) 488-452 
News—Four Chords &  #RandyTravis—Thisls Neal McCoy—No Doubt 
Several Years Ago Me (Warner Bras. i About It (Atlantic) 
(Elektra) — 480°350 477463 47 
Enya—Watermark Kenny G—Breathless Patra—Queen Of The 
(Reprise) 431 (Arista) 446142 Pack (Epic) 474809 


Gin Blossoms—New 
Miserable Experience 
(A&M) 463°737 


Brooks & Dunn— 

Waitin’ On Sundown 

(Arista Nashville) 
102277 


Amy Grant—House Of 
Love (A&M) 107°667 
Seal (1994)—(Sire/ 
Wamer Gros.) 484741 
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Enroll me in your : “No-Time- Limit” Merbarshic Plan as cuttined here. | am 
enclosing my check or money order for $1.50 (that’s 1¢ for my first 10 CDs, 
| agree to buy six more selections, at regular 


$1.49 enrollment rp 
and may cancel membership anytime after doing so. 


prices, whenever | wis 


(A shipping and handling charge will be added to each shipment.) 


_JAiso send this CD now: I've 
enclosed an additional 56.98, 


11. ‘ 


... and I'm entitled 
to this CD FREE! 


MY MAIN MUSICAL INTEREST IS (CHECK ONE): (Sul! may always choose from any category) 


| Hard Rock 
Tom Petty, 
Aerosmith 


(| Heavy Metal 


i nA 


(] Jazz [| Rap: Cypress Hill, A Tribe Called Quest () Country (J Latin C) Classical 


Note: we reserve the nght to reject any application or cancel any membership. Offers not available 
verte Rico; write for details of altemative offer. Canadian residents 
serviced from Toronto — some terms may vary. Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 


in APO, FPO, Alaska, Hawaii, 


(_] Soft Rock 
Michael Bolton, 
Mariah Carey 


|) R&B/Soul 
Luther Vandross, 
Toni Braxton 


(| Alternative (_] Light Sounds 
Nine Inch Nails, Neil Diamond, 
Morrissey Barbra Streisa 

| Dance/Pop (_] Easy Listening 
Madonna, C&C Frank Sinatra 
Music Factory Ray Conniff 


— Age 
iftdia Las! Marna 
Ss 
State Zip 
VNK-WK-22 


838/895 


lus 
lub 


© 1995, The Columbia House Company 


HOW OUR NEW “NO-TIME-LIMIT” 
MEMBERSHIP PLAN WORKS: 


* Just mail the coupon, together with check or money order for 
91.50 (that’s 1¢ for your first 10 CDs, plus $1.49 enrollment charge). 


* Special “No-Time-Limit" Membership Plan. In exchange for your 
first 10 CDs, you agree to buy as few as six selections at regular 
Club prices (currently $12.98 to $16.98), and you may take as long as 
you wish to buy them! That's right!—there’s no time limit in which to 
buy your six selections—and you're free to cancel your membership 
at any time after doing so. (A shipping and handling charge is added 
to each shipment.) 


* Free Music Magazine sent every four weeks (up to 13 times a year), 
describing the Regular Selection for your listening interest, plus 
hundreds of alternates. And Special Selection mailings up to six 
limes a year (total of up to 19 buying opportunities). 


+ Buy only what you want! If you want the Regular or Special 
Selection, do nothing—it will be sent automatically. If you'd prefer an 
alternate selection, or none ataill, just mail the response card always 
provided by the date specified. 


* You always have 10 days to decide; if not, you may return the 
Selection al our expense. 


* More Benefits, More Savings. Beginning with your very first 
magazine you'll save money on your favorite music. And after you 
fulfill your membership obligation, you'll enjoy our new “Buy More, 
Pay Less” bonus plan. You may get a single CD for half price, $5.99, 
oreven $3.99 with every CD or cassette you buy at requiar Club 
price (shipping and handling additional). 


* 10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send details of the Club's operation 
with your introductory package. If not satisfied, return everything 
within 10 days for a full refund and no further obligation. 


* Extra Bonus Offer: you may take one additional CD right now at the 
super-low price of only $6.98— and you are then entitled to take an 
extra CD as a bonus FREE! And you'll receive your discounted CD and 
your bonus CD with your 10 introductory selections—a total of 12 
CDs in all! Remember, you risk absolutely nothing by mailing the 
coupon today! 


= If the application is missing, 
write to: Columbia House, 
1400 N. Fruitridge Ave., 

Terre Haute, IN 47811-1129. 
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= SGIVE {7 EASY. JUST CALL 1-800-BE-THERE 10 SEND SOUTHERN COMFORT ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. EXCEPT WHERE PROHIBITED. 
a ern serutort Company, Liqueur 21-50% Alc. by Volume, Louisville, KY © 1994 ; 


Take it easy. 
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